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Scientists have wondered whether domesticated animals that have coexisted with
people for thousands of years can recognize different human faces. For example, we've
shared more than 5,000 years of our history with horses. Plus, they can live up to 30 years
and may need to retain a great deal of information about us throughout their lifetimes.

Ethologist Léa Lansade of the French National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food
and Environment did an experiment to find out how well horses can recognize individual
people in photographs. She and her team first taught the horses how to “choose” between
two side-by-side images by touching their noses to a computer screen. The horses were then
shown photos of their current keeper alongside faces of unfamiliar humans. They had never
seen photos of any of the people before. The horses correctly identified their current keeper
and ignored the stranger’s face about 75 percent of the time, significantly better than chance.

What's more, the horses also preferentially picked photos of their previous keeper — a
person they hadn’t seen in six months. In fact, even though the horses didn’t get it right
every single time, they were at least as accurate in picking out their previous keeper as they
were at identifying their current one.

The results suggest that not only can horses differentiate between familiar and
unfamiliar human faces, they intuitively understand that photographs are two-dimensional
representations of real life without any other cues such as odor or sound.

In addition, horses seem to have a robust long-term memory for human faces, consistent
with their long life span and history of domestication. In future experiments, the
researchers would like to test whether looking at photos of people that they have had bad
experiences with in the past might cause horses to act anxious or even avoidant. So maybe

think twice before doing anything at a stable that might give a horse a long face.
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The Seychelles and the Maldives are now jointly launching a new deep-sea scientific
mission in the Indian Ocean that is focused on seamounts — large land-forms that rise from
the ocean floor but don’t reach the surface. Because of a limit in equipment and experts,
there have not been any systematic biological surveys of this region at these depths before.
Historically, this type of research has been near countries with better access to resources,
such as those on the shores of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

The mission of the “First Descent: Midnight Zone” is to understand what lives in the
water, from the surface to the seabed. We also want to know how this changes from waters
in the Seychelles to the Maldives.

This information will eventually be available on open access databases, building on the
global knowledge of the deeper ocean for other scientists and policy makers. We hope that
this information enables countries to understand how to manage their oceans better.

Our expedition is made up of scientists from many different disciplines who are coming
together to document biological, physical and chemical parameters. This will provide us
with valuable baseline data which can also be used to predict life in other sites that we
couldn’t explore.

The gear we will use ranges from traditional oceanographic technologies to newly
developed equipment. For example we will use a multibeam echo-sounder — a type of sonar
— to visualise the shape and depth of the seamounts. Sensors and water samplers will
examine water columns — imagine columns of water from the surface of the ocean to the
bottom. Neuston™ nets —like a net between two floats — are used to sample zooplankton
and microplastics in the “neuston layer”, or top few centimetres of the ocean.

(GL Y

We are exploring six seamounts that were prioritised by stakeholders — such as
government ministries — from the Seychelles and Maldives. Seamounts are interesting to
explore because they are a hotspot for marine life. This is because they rise up from the
seafloor and push deep, cold nutrient rich waters up around and over them to the surface.
Also, because they're hard and sediment can’t settle on the slopes and vertical surfaces,
organisms can attach to them. In the deep sea the seabed is mostly rock, covered by a thick

layer of sediment.

(3F) * neuston : IKELEY
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Plans to open a cat cafe in the Devon town of Totnes have been criticised by an animal
welfare charity.

Liz Dyas hopes to provide a feline*-friendly establishment, where people can de-stress
in the company of cats. Japan, Austria and Russia already have cat cafes and one is
currently being considered in London. But Cats Protection has opposed the idea, claiming it
would be stressful for the animals. “Having quite a large number of cats within a confined
space with different people coming and going would actually be very, very stressful for cats
and the biggest stress in a cat’s life is other cats, so we believe this would be poor welfare
for the cats,” a spokeswoman said.

Ms Dyas said pet therapy is acknowledged by many people as beneficial and can help to
reduce people’s anxiety and stress. She said Totnes, which is known for its alternative
lifestyle image, seemed the ideal location for her feline therapy cafe. She said the number
of customers — who would “obviously be cat lovers” — would be limited to maintain a “quiet
environment” and sleeping cats would be left undisturbed. “The idea really is to provide a
beautiful, comfortable, quiet lounge where people can come if they’d like to and sit amongst
the cats,” Ms Dyas said. She also said she did not agree with the Cats Protection’s claim
that a cat cafe would be stressful for the animals. “It’s always difficult to be a pioneer, but
I'd say to people ‘come and see’— we love our cats —and you'd see they have a superb
environment, they have everything they need and they certainly won’t be put upon by
people.”

But in a statement, Cats Protection said cats, unlike dogs, were generally solitary
animals and keeping them in a confined space like a cafe with a changing group of people
would not be good for them. “Although Cats Protection does not have powers to prevent a
cafe like this from being set up, we firmly believe that this kind of environment is not
suitable for domestic cats,” the statement said. “It is very likely that some or all of the cats
involved will become stressed as a result of being in a confined space with a continually
changing group of people.”

() * feline : S D
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“Technological innovation has made major inroads into financial services, which
has implications for payments and their key role for financial inclusion. While fintech™!
can support improved access to safe transaction accounts and encourage their
frequent use, it is not a panacea®? and there are risks that need to be managed,”

according to a Chair of the Committee.

7 It can also make services more efficient and lower market entry barriers.

1 . However, these benefits bring risks in terms of operational and cyber resilience,
protection of customer funds, data protection and privacy, digital exclusion and market
concentration.

77 : Fintech can contribute to improved design of transaction accounts and payment
products, make them ubiquitously accessible with enhanced user experience and
awareness.

T ! If not adequately managed, these risks could undermine financial inclusion, the
report cautions.
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With the pandemic far from over, now may not be the right time for leisure travel. But
that doesn’t mean trip planning is canceled too. There’s some good news for globe-trotters:
According to researchers, looking ahead to your next adventure could benefit your mental
health. Even if you're not sure when that adventure will be.

(CL )]

Among the pandemic’s many challenges: quarantine™ measures greatly reduce our
ability to create new experiences and connect with other people. And we're craving those
connections and their social benefits more than ever.

Amit Kumar, now an assistant professor at the University of Texas at Austin, says that
the social-distancing experiment the pandemic forced on us has emphasized how much
humans — social animals that we are — need to be together. He even suggests replacing the
phrase “social distancing” with “physical distancing,” which better describes what we’re now
doing; after all, quarantine measures are designed to protect our physical well-being.

Managing emotional well-being is a different challenge. While we may not be as
physically close to others as usual, we're still able to interact with each other socially
through voice and video chats. But you still need something to talk about — and plans for
the future can serve as the perfect talking points for enhancing social relationships.

Kumar’s co-author Matthew Killingsworth, now a senior fellow at the Wharton School at

the University of Pennsylvania, says

“As humans, we spend a lot of our mental lives living in the future,” says Killingsworth,
whose work centers on understanding the nature and causes of human happiness. “Our
future-mindedness can be a source of joy if we know good things are coming, and travel is an
especially good thing to have to look forward to.”

() * quarantine : [

travel plans need to be canceled due to the pandemic
quarantine measures improve our ability to connect with other people
trip-planning encourages an optimistic outlook

managing emotional well-being is necessary to come the pandemic to an end

A e

our future-mindedness should be driven by human happiness
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