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China and Nepal have settled a long-running dispute about Mount Everest’s exact
height, agreeing that it’s taller than what they thought before. For years, the two countries
differed on the height by about four meters. But on Tuesday, they announced that Everest
officially stands 8,848.86 meters tall.

The new height comes after China and Nepal sent surveyors and climbers up their
respective sides of the mountain. The project was undertaken after some experts suggested
the mountain’s elevation may have changed after a magnitude 7.8 earthquake hit Nepal in
2015. Climbers were delighted by the news, saying it allows them to scale to new heights.

Nepal reopened Mount Everest to climbers after shutting it down earlier this year due

to the coronavirus. But people have been slow to return due to travel restrictions.
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High school freshman Tyler Gordon has faced more challenges than some people
experience in a lifetime. He used a wheelchair for nearly two years after breaking bones in
his legs and hips because of a vitamin D deficiency. He was born deaf*' and underwent a
surgery at age 5 that gave him some hearing, but he still speaks with a stutter*?

(G

But at 10, Gordon found his artistic voice. After watching his mom paint, he decided to
try it himself and won first place in a school art contest with a portrait he’d made of the
principal. In the four years since, he’s painted more than 500 portraits of Black icons who
inspire him, most recently Vice President-elect Kamala Harris, who called him right before
Thanksgiving to tell him he’s “amazing” and has a “gift.”

“Sometimes I can’t talk and get words out, so I speak through my art,” Gordon says.

(W)

His big break came in 2018, when his portrait of NBA star Kevin Durant went viral and

caught the eye of the player’s mother, who bought it for $300. Celebrities started calling for

commissions.
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