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Scientists and historians will use artificial intelligence to recreate what the world
smelled like hundreds of years ago.

Called Odeuropa, the pioneering study will begin in January, take three years and use
AT to build an online “Encyclopaedia of Smell Heritage” of Europe in the 1500s to the early
1900s. The AI will be trained to search historical books and documents for mentions of
smells. It will also be able to scan images — such as paintings — for objects that would have
had a smell. The project is being undertaken by scientists, historians and artificial
intelligence experts at universities across Europe and the UK.

Project leader Ingeer Leemans in the Netherlands said the work would trace the
meaning of scents and olfactory™ practices and a more complete sense of what a place was
like in the past.

“This database will become an archive for the olfactory heritage of Europe, enabling
future generations to access and learn about the scented past,” she wrote on a post on the
project’s website.

Dr William Tullett of Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge, UK, uses the example of
tobacco, smoked in pipes and cigarettes. When it was introduced into Europe in the 1500s it
was an exotic smell from a far-off place. By the 1700s, people were complaining about the
smell of tobacco smoke in theatres. It’s now a smell that is disappearing from what is called
our olfactory landscape as laws tighten around the world about where people can smoke.

Chemists and perfumers will also recreate some of the smells.

It’s hoped that in the future, visitors to exhibitions at museums, for instance, will be
able to experience the smells of the past rather than just the sights and sounds.
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In Montgomery, Alabama, African American passengers were legally required to sit
further back on the bus, in the “colored” section. Moreover, they had to yield those seats to
white riders if the “white” section at the front of the bus filled up. Public transportation
was therefore not entirely “public,” but rather a divided or even forbidden space for African
Americans.

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, an African American woman, refused to give up her
bus seat to a white male passenger. While on similar occasions drivers had requested that
she get off the bus, on this ride, the driver decided to call the police. Parks remained in that
seat until the police arrived and arrested her. This arrest set in motion a 381-day boycott of
the Montgomery Bus System and transformed Martin Luther King Jr., then a local pastor™*’,
into a national leader in the struggle for civil rights.

(CL Y]

As Parks later explained, “The only tired I was, was tired of giving in*2.” Her

unwillingness to relinquish that seat triggered in thousands of others the shared exhaustion

of “giving in” and all of its contingent humiliations** and sorrows.
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As as it started to snow, the children ran outside.
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Did you get to work time this morning?
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[There was a large sign outside the door that said, “Danger! out!”
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1. soon in Go
2. soon on Keep
3. soon on Go
4. fast in Keep
5. fast on Go
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