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Egyptian authorities have finished their quest to discover a secret chamber in the tomb
of Tutankhamun — concluding that it does not exist.

Previously, officials said they were “90% sure” of a hidden room behind the wall of the
boy king’s famous 3,000-year-old tomb. One theory suggested it could have been the tomb of
Queen Nefertiti — who some think was Tutankhamun’s mother. New research, however, has
concluded the chamber simply is not there.

The search for the hidden tomb began when English archaeologist Nicholas Reeves,
examining detailed scans of the chamber, discovered what looked like faint traces, or
“ghosts”, of doors beneath the plaster®. His 2015 paper The Burial of Nefertiti, he argued
that the relatively small tomb had originally been designed for Queen Nefertiti — and her
remains could possibly lie further within the tomb. Nefertiti’s remains have never been
discovered, but she has been the object of much speculation. A 3,000-year-old sculpture of
the queen, immaculately preserved, has made her one of the most recognisable women of
ancient Egypt. It is also thought she may have ruled Egypt as pharaoh herself between the
death of her husband and the ascension of Tutankhamun. After Mr Reeves’ sensational
paper, a series of radar scans seemed to support his theory, leading Egyptian authorities to
declare it was “90% sure” that a further chamber existed. A second scan also seemed to
support the theory, which would have been the most significant discovery of Egyptian
antiquities in decades.

However, Italian specialists from the University of Turin used new penetrating radar
scans to reach their conclusion, saying they were confident in the results. “It is maybe a
little bit disappointing that there is nothing behind the walls of Tutankhamun’s tomb, but I

i

think on the other hand that this is good science,” said Dr Francesco Porcelli, head of the
research team. He said they had analysed three different sets of radar data and cross-
checked the results, to eliminate “complexity in the data” which affected previous scan
results.

Egypt's Antiquities Minister, Khaled al-Anani, said the authorities in the country

accepted the results.
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The New Horizons spacecraft reached Pluto on July 14, 2015, becoming the first
spacecraft to barnstorm the dwarf planet. Less than four years later, on Jan. 1, 2019, it
passed the peanut-shaped, 36-km long Kuiper Belt object known as Arrokoth, a rocky, icy
body in the river of similar comet-like objects that circles the solar system. That rendezvous
too was a first. We've known about the Kuiper Belt since astronomer Gerard Kuiper
theorized its existence in 1951, but we had never visited.

One little ship notching two space records ought to be accomplishment enough. But
New Horizons is about to make headlines again. At precisely 8:42 a.m. EDT™*' tomorrow, it
will pass an invisible line in space that will place it 7.5 billion kilometers from Earth. That
factors out to 50 astronomical units (AU) — or 50 times the distance from the Earth to the
Sun. There are a lot of ways to contemplate what a head-spinning distance 50 AU is, but one
of the best is to consider that even moving at light speed, commands radioed up from Earth
take more than seven hours to reach the spacecraft.

“Looking back at the flight of New Horizons from Earth to 50 AU almost seems in some
way like a dream,” said Alan Stern, the spacecraft’s principal investigator, in a statement
from NASA. “Most of us on the team have been a part of this mission since it was just an
idea, and during that time our kids have grown up, and our parents, and we ourselves, have
grown older.”

(CLa Y]

For all of the miles New Horizons will put on its odometer, it will never set the record
for the greatest distance a spacecraft will travel from Earth — the best it can do is come in
fifth. Pioneer 10 and 11, launched in 1972 and 1973, are 129 AU and 105 AU away
respectively. Voyager 1 and 2, launched in 1977, are 152 and 127 AU distant. The Pioneers
carry plaques®? on their sides identifying the planet that dispatched the ships and, using
outline drawings of a man and a woman, the ingenious species that invented them.

(1%) *! EDT : Eastern Daylight Time CK[E 5 ERE K fH) *2 plaque : $1K
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Whether it’s at work, at a party or on a date, we often find ourselves in conversations
that test our confidence. When talking to people we perceive as more intelligent, more
powerful, more personable, more talented or more attractive, it’s normal to feel inadequate
or intimidated™'. We worry this more-impressive person will judge us, think less of us or
reject us.

There’s no shame in struggling in these social situations, said therapist Melissa
Weinberg of Open Lines Counseling in Baltimore.

“We're social creatures, and naturally we care a lot about what others think of us,
especially those we respect, people who have some social standing over us or anyone we're
attracted to,” said Weinberg, who specializes in treating anxiety. “Rather than feel weird*?
about it, beat yourself up or avoid situations, remind yourself of the universality of the
experience.”

Below, experts offer tips on how to hold your own with people you find intimidating.

First, change the tone of your inner dialogue.

Self-talk is the way we speak to ourselves. For many of us, it’s that negative inner voice
that’s always telling us we’re boring, unlikable, socially awkward and destined to screw up.
Positive self-talk may not come naturally to everyone, but it’'s something that can be
cultivated with practice.

“People may rarely talk to themselves in a positive tone that is reassuring and
supportive, yet it is pivotal in setting the mood and tone for your possibly intimidating
social interaction,” said Kendra Witherspoon Kelly, a licensed professional counselor at the
Resilience Project in Atlanta. “Say things that highlight your positive attributes or even the
parts of you that are in progress of becoming better. Shine on yourself some!”

Some examples of positive self-talk might be: “I'm anxious about attending this work

LT3

event, but I'm proud of myself for getting outside my comfort zone,” “I've never had a
problem making friends in the past — so why would this be any different?” or “My small-

talk skills are still a work in progress, but I ask great questions and I'm a good listener.”
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J. Calvin Coffey was conducting research a number of years ago when he made an
astounding™! discovery: An observation by Leonardo da Vinci, circa 1508, confirmed a
theory he was trying to validate. Coffey studies the mesentery*? a fan-shaped
structure that connects the small and large intestines*® to the back wall of the

abdomen ™.

7 : But while performing an increasing number of colorectal®® surgeries, Coffey had
begun to suspect that the mesentery was one continuous organ.

4 : Coffey remembers the moment distinctly. Initially, he glanced at it and turned away.
Then he looked again. “I was absolutely astonished at what I saw,” he says. “It
correlated exactly with what we were seeing. It’s just an absolute masterpiece.”

7 . Since the publication of Gray’s Anatomy in 1858 (then called Anatomy: Descriptive and
Surgical), students have been taught that the mesentery is composed of several separate
structures.

T :As he and his colleagues homed in on the structure’s anatomy to prove this
hypothesis, Coffey found a drawing by Leonard depicting the mesentery as an
uninterrupted structure.

(1%) *! astounding : > DMRESEB XD % *2 mesentery : f5 AR *3 intestine : i

*4abdomen : iEFE  *° colorectal : FERFEH D

l. f>T—>7—>7
2. U7 >I—A
3. VA>T —T
4, 7T~ A
5, T-U—>A->7
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After being closed for almost exactly a year, New York City plans to partially reopen
movie theaters on Mar. 5. While many questions remain as theaters slowly reopen across the
county, one thing is certain: people have missed going to the movies in the past year as much
as they did during the 1918 flu pandemic.

Newspaper articles in the digital archive of the Influenza Encyclopedia, produced by the
Center for the History of Medicine at the University of Michigan, reported elation about the
reopening of theaters. Back then, if people weren’t watching movies in theaters, .
Unlike film buffs in the early 20th century, most people in the COVID-19 pandemic have
been able to watch movies the entire time, streaming them from home or even going to
outdoor screenings. But just like today, there was trepidation about heading back to an
enclosed theater, along with great excitement about seeing movies again.

(CL )]

But from 1908 to 1917, movie palaces noted for their gilded and red velvet interiors
opened to cater to a more affluent clientele, and the studio system started to emerge.

“1918 to 1920 is for the industry,” says William J. Mann. “There was already a
move within the industry to consolidate and create a more structured production system and
more efficient distribution and exhibition system, and the fact that the pandemic happened
in the midst of that made those changes even more profound. Movies had been just

novelties in 1910, but by 1918, they’re huge moneymakers, a vital part of the economy.”

7 A
1. they weren’t watching them at all a turning point
2. they weren’t watching them at all the beginning of the end
3. they weren’t watching them at all conventional
4. not all picture houses were able to restart so quickly a turning point
5. not all picture houses were able to restart so quickly conventional
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