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1. All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, or in any other
manner inconsistent with the Purposes of the United Nations.

2. Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United Nations to
intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any state or
shall require the Members to submit such matters to settlement under the present
Charter; but this principle shall not prejudice the application of enforcement measures
under Chapter VI.

3. In order to ensure prompt and effective action by the United Nations, its Members
confer on the Security Council primary responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security, and agree that in carrying out its duties under this responsibility the
Security Council acts on their behalf.

4. Should the Security Council consider that measures provided for in Article 41 would be
inadequate or have proved to be inadequate, it may take such action by air, sea, or land
forces as may be necessary to maintain or restore international peace and security. Such
action may include demonstrations, blockade, and other operations by air, sea, or land
forces of Members of the United Nations.

5. Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective
self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the
Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and
security. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence shall be
immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority
and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time
such action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and

security.
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[No. 71] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Jhumpa Lahiri doesn’t know what her native language is. She speaks Bengali and
English, but since she moved from New York to Rome about a decade ago, she has been
writing in Italian, the language she speaks every day.

Then she decided to translate her novel Whereabouts into English: “I was curious to see
how my voice would emerge back in English filtered through the Italian,” she told the online
Melbourne Writers Festival. It was an experience that turned her into two people, and left
her sometimes spending half a day figuring out one sentence.

Lahiri is an exception. Most writers have neither the skills nor the inclination to
translate their own books, which is where invisible translators step in. It’s a tightrope-
walking feat: using your creative gifts as a writer, but also subordinating them to the spirit
of the work you're illuminating.

We have excellent translators in Australia, although you’ve probably never heard of
most of them. This weekend sees an online symposium run by AALITRA (Australian
Association for Literary Translation). Publishers and writer-translators such as Elizabeth
Bryer, Brigid Maher, Tiffany Tsao and Nadia Niaz will be looking at the state of Australian
translation today, and how it could be developed further.

Meanwhile, the online language learning provider Preply has released a report on the
most translated books in the world (minus religious texts). What a mixed bag: bestsellers,
classics, literature and some surprisingly obscure titles.

Children’s classics dominate, such as The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupery (382
languages), The Adventures of Pinocchio by Carlo Collodi (300 plus) and Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll (175 plus). Curiously, the number one from the US is L. Ron
Hubbard’s Scientology tome, The Way to Happiness (112 plus). There’s only one book from
Australia, Colleen McCullough’s The Thorn Birds (20 plus). I'm surprised there wasn’t a
more recent candidate.

In recent years the International Booker Prize has played a big role in promoting quality
world literature. The author and translator share the £50,000 ($94,000) prize for a book

translated into English. The 2021 winner, David Diop’s At Night All Blood is Black, is an



intriguing cultural collaboration between the author (French-Senegalese) and the
translator, poet and author Anna Moschovakis (American-Greek).

Very occasionally, a translator becomes famous. That was the fate—none too welcome—
that befell Ann Goldstein, translator of the bestselling works of that mysterious and elusive
creature Elena Ferrante. The self-effacing copy editor from The New Yorker was even feted
as Ferrante’s other half, like the two girls in My Brilliant Friend. This even though Goldstein
and Ferrante have never met.

But most translators remain invisible, and some argue they are not sufficiently
recognised or rewarded. Jennifer Croft, who translated Nobel Prize winner Olga Tokarczuk’s
Flights from Polish into English, says they should have their names beside the authors on the
covers of books, because they write every carefully chosen word.

“We are the ones who control the way a story is told; we're the people who create and
maintain the transplanted book’s style,” she writes in The Guardian. “Generally speaking
we are also the most reliable advocates for our books, and we take better care of them than
anybody else.”

In Australia, they certainly take care. Some of the smaller presses, such as Text, Scribe,
Giramondo, Black Inc and Cordite, make a point of bringing out fine international titles,
such as Penny Hueston’s translations of French writer Marie Darrieussecq, or other English
translations of work by Australians who write in a language other than English.

They enrich our bookshelves with creations that we might otherwise never know about,

let alone read. All power to them.

1. Jhumpa Lahiri is an unusual author because she was able to translate her novel
Whereabouts into Italian by herself.

2. Translating a book is difficult because translators need to make sure that their own
creative writing skills do not overshadow the work of the original author.

3. After so many meetings with Elena Ferrante, Ann Goldstein has started being referred
to as Ferrante’s other half.

4. Nobel Prize winner Olga Tokarczuk argues that translators should have their names
beside the authors on book covers.

5. Smaller publishing companies in Australia have been very careful to publish

international titles in a variety of languages.



[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

When I die, I want to go peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. Not screaming in
terror, like the passengers on his bus. If you laughed at that joke, it is because three things
happened in your brain in lightning-fast succession. First, you detected an incongruity: You
imagined my grandfather lying peacefully in bed, but then you realized he was actually
driving a bus. Second, you resolved the incongruity: My grandfather was asleep at the
wheel. Third, the parahippocampal gyrus region of your brain helped you realize I wasn’t
being serious, so you felt amusement. And all of that gave you a little bit of joy.

I realize that after that analysis, you're probably not laughing anymore. “Humor can be
dissected, as a frog can,” according to the writer E. B. White, “but the thing dies in the
process and the innards are discouraging to any but the pure scientific mind.” Fair enough.
Humor is a serious business for happiness, however, and cultivating the skill of finding
humor in life, even during the darkest times, can be the secret to keeping us from despair.

Researchers have theorized that a sense of humor is made up of six basic variables: the
cognitive ability to create or understand jokes, an appreciation and enjoyment of jokes,
behavior patterns of joking and laughing, cheerful or humorous temperament, a bemused
attitude about life, and a strategy of using humor in the face of adversity. A sense of humor,
then, can mean either being funny or enjoying funny things.

Consuming humor brings joy and relieves suffering. In a 2010 study from the Journal of
Aging Research, the researchers gave one group of senior citizens “humor therapy’—daily
jokes, laughter exercises, funny stories, and the like—for eight weeks. A control group did
not receive this therapy. At the end of the experiment, the people in the first group
reported feeling 42 percent happier than they had at the beginning. They were 35 percent
happier than the second group, and experienced decreases in pain and loneliness.

However, the type of humor you consume and share matters. Humor can be positive,
when it’s not intended to belittle or harm others, or when one laughs at one’s own
circumstances. It can also be negative, when it attacks others or when one belittles oneself.
Positive humor is associated with self-esteem, optimism, and life satisfaction, and with
decreases in depression, anxiety, and stress. Negative humor follows the exact opposite
pattern: While it can feel good in the moment, it exacerbates unhappiness.

For humor to be effective in increasing happiness, timing is everything. If you have ever
made light of a tragedy and no one laughed, you might have tried to mitigate the faux pas

by asking, “Too soon?” Researchers studying humor in the face of tragedy have found that



jokes can indeed help people cope with grievances and loss. However, the joke can’t be too
close to or too far from the event in time. Tell a joke during a horrific natural disaster and
you will be shunned; tell one about the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and most people
won’t know what you are talking about. But get it right, and you can provide tremendous
relief.

Having this sense of comedic timing requires what social scientists call “humor creation
ability,” an ability that the authors Jennifer Aaker and Naomi Bagdonas of the book Humor,
Seriously, credit with many other benefits, such as success in business. Being funny, however,
is the one dimension of a sense of humor that does not appear to boost happiness, which is
sometimes called the sad-clown paradox. In a 2010 experiment published in Europe’s Journal
of Psychology, researchers asked people to write captions for cartoons and come up with
jokes in response to everyday frustrating situations. They found no significant relationship
between being funny (as judged by outside reviewers) and happiness or unhappiness.
Another study found that professional comedians score above population norms on scales
measuring psychotic traits.

Laughter itself is what brings a lot of humor’s benefits, not necessarily making other
people laugh. Laughter also acts as a social lubricant, making interactions easier even when
there is no humor involved. Indeed, one study found that only 10 to 15 percent of laughing
is due to anything even remotely humorous. Much of the rest is meant to display emotions
such as agreement or simple conviviality. Pay attention to your ordinary interactions today

and you will appreciate this.

1. Humor can be found even during the darkest times of one’s life, but very few people
know the secret that humor can keep people in despair.

2. According to a study from the Journal of Aging Research, the group of senior citizens who
received “humor therapy” was 42 percent happier than the group who did not receive such
therapy.

3. Telling jokes during or about tragic events can be effective in increasing happiness, but
it has to be told at the right time.

4. The sad-clown paradox refers to a phenomenon that trying hard to be funny, as judged
by outside reviewers, actually makes people very unhappy.

5. Laughter acts as a social lubricant because people are relieved from the pressure of

interacting with one another when they are just laughing together.



[No. 73] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Visitors leave their clothes and their worries at the wooden entrance to Inari-yu, a sento,
or public bathhouse, in northern Tokyo. Inside they join the parade of bathers ambling
beneath a mural of a snow-capped Mount Fuji. While perched on small stools, they scrub
themselves with soap and rinse off with water poured from cypress-wood buckets. Then they
soak together in hot pools, and the strict hierarchies and stiff formalities of Japanese life
melt away. To cool down, they sip jars of chilled milk by the koi pond in the sento’s
courtyard.

Such scenes, once ubiquitous in Japanese neighbourhoods, have become rarer in recent
decades. In the 1960s there were more than 2,500 sento in Tokyo alone. Just over 500
remain. But a new generation of sento-philes is working to keep the baths full for the 21st
century. Younger sento-owners hope to revive the bathhouses by adding bars, music and
event spaces. Sento have started to acquire a retro cachet among a younger crowd. In 2019
the number of sento-goers in Tokyo grew (albeit marginally) for the first time in more than a
decade.

Japan’s earliest public baths were attached to Buddhist temples, but the sento really
took off in the dense, dirty environments of Tokyo and its precursor, Edo. Their primary
appeal was practical: even as Tokyo prepared to host the Olympics in 1964, only around a
third of its homes had bathing facilities. But sento also came to play an important role as
common spaces that bring together people from different walks of life.

As private showers and baths proliferated—at least 98% of homes in Tokyo now have
them—the sento started to dry up. As in lots of Japan’s traditional industries, many owners
resisted change. With an ageing clientele, the equally elderly proprietors often decide to
call it quits. “It’s becoming increasingly difficult for bathhouses to survive just as
bathhouses alone,” says Kuryu Haruka of Sento & Neighbourhood, which works to preserve
old bathhouses.

Younger devotees reckon that sento must instead focus on fostering their communities,
with a contemporary spin. After taking over Ume-yu, a historic sento in Kyoto, Minato
Sanjiro attracted new clients by hosting concerts and flea markets at the bathhouse and by
advertising online. His customer base grew from 70 people a day to around 250 before the
pandemic hit. Whereas as many as 80% of the bathers were once senior citizens, now some
60% are in their 20s and 30s. Inari-yu is building a community space in an adjacent

building, which will function as a lounge for bathers as well as a place for communal meals



and exhibitions.

Others have opted for hipster makeovers. The third-generation owners of the 90-year-
old Kogane-yu in eastern Tokyo have remodelled the venerable bathhouse; it reopened last
year as a sleek modern space with a craft-beer bar and vinyl turntables.

Such changes can be divisive. Older regulars sometimes find the new bells and whistles
alienating. Purists worry that turning sento into hipster haunts will ruin their democratic
charm. “If you go too far in creating a new style, the idea of sento will be destroyed,” says

Mr Minato. “But if we don’t change, the sento won’t survive.”

1. The number of sento in Tokyo has reduced to about one-fifth of the number back in the
1960s, but sento fans are trying to keep them filled with people in the 21st century.

2. Sento in Tokyo have become less and less popular in the last 60 years, and the number
of people who use them has continued to decline to this day.

3. As the people who use sento have become older, the owners of sento, although they are
much younger than the sento-goers, have decided to close their businesses.

4. Minato Sanjiro has made Ume-yu, which used to be a sento in Kyoto, into a public venue
for concerts and flea markets, and the customer base has grown significantly.

5. Making contemporary changes has not only attracted younger customers to sento but
also has been shown to have the inevitable effect of uniting the new generation of sento

users with the traditional users.



[No. 74] Select the appropriate combinations of words to fill in the blanks of the following

passage.

At present steel making ( A ) about 8 per cent of the carbon dioxide ( B ) into
the atmosphere, making it as ( C ) to the climate as the world’s car fleet. Steel
production is ( D ) to triple by 2050, and current steel making processes would use up
about half the budget of carbon dioxide we can still ( E ) into the atmosphere before we

cause 1.5 degrees of warming.

A B C D E
1. causes spewed bad guessed pass
2. constitutes thrown detrimental thought leave
3. creates released damaging expected emit
4. forms surrendered harmful predicted put
5. produces transmitted restricted anticipated send

[No. 75] Select the sentence which is grammatically correct.

1. She was furious when she found out he had been spying her.
The teacher had to tell the answer for the students several times.
Very few people have the charisma needed to be a good leader.

The movie was so complicating that he just couldn’t understand it.

AR

Let’s go with me to see that new play I heard about in the news.
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[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Three to four days a week, for one or two hours at a time, Rosie Okumura, 35, telephones
thieves and messes with their minds. For the past two years, the LA-based voice actor has
run a sort of reverse call centre, deliberately ringing the people most of us hang up on—
scammers who pose as tax agencies or tech-support companies or inform you that you've
recently been in a car accident you somehow don’t recall. When Okumura gets a scammer
on the line, she will pretend to be an old lady, or a six-year-old girl, or do an uncanny
impression of Apple’s virtual assistant Siri. Once, she successfully fooled a fake customer
service representative into believing that she was Britney Spears. “I waste their time,” she
explains, “and now they’re not stealing from someone’s grandma.”

Okumura is a “scambaiter” —a type of vigilante who disrupts, exposes or even scams
the world’s scammers. While scambaiting has a troubled 20-year online history, with early
forum users employing extreme, often racist, humiliation tactics, a new breed of scambaiters
are taking over TikTok and YouTube. Okumura has more than 1.5 million followers across
both video platforms, where she likes to keep things “funny and light.”

In April, the then junior health minister Lord Bethell tweeted about a “massive sudden
increase” in spam calls, while a month earlier the consumer group Which? found that phone
and text fraud was up 83% during the pandemic. In May, Ofcom warned that scammers are
increasingly able to “spoof” legitimate telephone numbers, meaning they can make it look
as though they really are calling from your bank. In this environment, scambaiters seem
like superheroes—but is the story that simple? What motivates people like Okumura? How
helpful is their vigilantism? And has a scambaiter ever made a scammer have a change of
heart?

Batman became Batman to avenge the death of his parents; Okumura became a
scambaiter after her mum was scammed out of $500. In her 60s and living alone, her mother
saw a strange pop-up on her computer one day in 2019. It was emblazoned with the Windows
logo and said she had a virus; there was also a number to call to get the virus removed.
“And so she called and they told her, “You've got this virus, why don’t we connect to your

999

computer and have a look.”” Okumura’s mother granted the scammer remote access to her



computer, meaning they could see all of her files. She paid them $500 to “remove the virus”
and they also stole personal details, including her social security number.

Thankfully, the bank was able to stop the money leaving her mother’s account, but
Okumura wanted more than just a refund. She asked her mum to give her the number she’d
called and called it herself, spending an hour and 45 minutes wasting the scammer’s time.
“My computer’s giving me the worst vibes,” she began in Kim Kardashian’s voice. “Are you
in front of your computer right now?” asked the scammer. “Yeah, well it’s in front of me, is
that... that’s like the same thing?” Okumura put the video on YouTube and since then has
made over 200 more videos, through which she earns regular advertising revenue (she also
takes sponsorships directly from companies).

“A lot of it is entertainment—it’s funny, it’s fun to do, it makes people happy,” she says
when asked why she scambaits. “But I also get a few emails a day saying, ‘Oh, thank you so

999

much, if it weren’t for that video, I would’ve lost $1,500.”” Okumura isn’t naive—she knows
she can’t stop people scamming, but she hopes to stop people falling for scams. “I think just
educating people and preventing it from happening in the first place is easier than trying to
get all the scammers put in jail.”

She has a point—in October 2020, the UK’s national fraud hotline, run by City of
London Police-affiliated Action Fraud, was labelled “not fit for purpose” after a report by
Birmingham City University. An earlier undercover investigation by the Times found that as
few as one in 50 fraud reports leads to a suspect being caught, with Action Fraud frequently
abandoning cases. Throughout the pandemic, there has been a proliferation of text-based
scams asking people to pay delivery fees for nonexistent parcels—one victim lost £80,000
after filling in their details to pay for the “delivery.”

Asked whether vigilante scambaiters help or hinder the fight against fraud, an Action
Fraud spokesperson skirted the issue. “It is important that people who are approached by
fraudsters use the correct reporting channels to assist police and other law enforcement
agencies with gathering vital intelligence,” they said via email. “Word of mouth can be very
helpful in terms of protecting people from fraud, so we would always encourage you to tell
your friends and family about any scams you know to be circulating.”

Indeed, some scambaiters do report scammers to the police as part of their operation.
Jim Browning is the alias of a Northern Irish YouTuber with nearly 3.5 million subscribers
who has been posting scambaiting videos for the past seven years. Browning regularly gets
access to scammers’ computers and has even managed to hack into the CCTV footage of call
centres in order to identify individuals. He then passes this information to the “relevant

authorities” including the police, money-processing firms and internet service providers.



For Okumura, education and prevention remain key, but she’s also had a hand in
helping a scammer change heart. “I've become friends with a student in school. He stopped
scamming and explained why he got into it. The country he lives in doesn’t have a lot of

”

jobs, that’s the norm out there.” The scammer told Okumura he was under the impression
that, “Americans are all rich and stupid and selfish,” and that stealing from them ultimately
didn’t impact their lives.

“At the end of the day, some people are just desperate,” Okumura says. “Some of them

really are jerks and don’t care... and that’s why I keep things funny and light. The worst

thing I've done is waste their time.”

1. Rosie Okumura has gotten scammers to return the money they took from people by
pretending to be an old lady, Britney Spears, and a six-year-old girl.

2. Many scambaiters are now using extremism, humiliation, and racism on YouTube and
TikTok in order to expose scammers.

3. Rosie Okumura decided to become a scambaiter after her mother lost $500 to scammers
who told her she had a virus on her computer.

4. Action Fraud has been criticized for having a very low rate of success in assisting in the
arrest of suspects and for frequently abandoning cases.

5. Scambaiters usually work closely with the police to make sure that they have access to

scammers’ computers.



[No. 77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

You'll often hear naysayers telling people that if everyone simply stopped buying
Bitcoin, it would drift into oblivion without anyone noticing. They are also fond of saying
that Bitcoin is nothing more than a fad or a bubble bound to burst any day now. On the
other hand, crypto enthusiasts have their own version of what Bitcoin really is and are
happy to point out its benefits to non-believers on every occasion.

But what would actually happen if Bitcoin’s value suddenly dropped to zero? Would it
just hurt a small number of big investors around the globe, or would it start a total collapse
of the financial system as we know it? To answer this question, we’ll first analyze Bitcoin’s
current position in the global financial system.

Today, all cryptocurrencies’ combined value stands at $1.6 trillion. All this money—
equivalent to the nominal GDP of Canada—is kept in 10 million digital wallets. Bitcoin
alone accounts for $848 billion of the total crypto market cap. It’s the shift in the average
Bitcoin investor’s profile that has brought on this massive expansion. Initially, the investor
base comprised early believers, developers who understood and possibly contributed to the
technology behind the cryptocurrency, and a small number of risk-takers. But the situation
changed once both ordinary people and large companies and institutions started cautiously
accepting the reality of Bitcoin.

The adoption of Bitcoin and its underlying technology have such an influence on the
market that investors such as major investment companies and hedge funds—previously
associated exclusively with traditional financial markets—have also been drawn to the
crypto market. Currently, institutions hold over 63% of trading by value, signaling that
Bitcoin supporters have recently become much more deep-pocketed.

Even though some governments and regulators are still attempting to stop Bitcoin
altogether, it’s becoming evident that they won’t be successful. Yes, Bitcoin’s price might
take an occasional dive due to their efforts, but Bitcoin and its underlying technology have
proved time and again that these attempts are nothing but futile in the long run. Nowadays,
with the support and user base Bitcoin has, it might be wiser for regulators to try and work
with Bitcoin rather than to continue fighting windmills.

Some governments have already taken this approach. The shift toward working with
Bitcoin and blockchain technology has started a chain reaction. Institutions are finding
ways to incorporate Bitcoin in their processes or offerings to attract more Bitcoin

enthusiasts as customers. Banks have already made several moves to offer crypto-trading to



appease the demand from their customers, and they are unlikely to halt these efforts as they
gain significant traction.

Bitcoin is decentralized—and while big players can significantly impact its price, the
chances of any small group of people driving Bitcoin to zero are next to impossible. Too
many traders have algorithms set to automatically purchase Bitcoin when its price falls
under a certain threshold. Additionally, at this point, too much is at stake for early
enthusiasts to allow this to happen.

The early enthusiasts honestly believe Bitcoin can replace fiat currencies, and following
that belief, they helped it take off the ground in the first place. Even when the price sinks
nearly to the bottom of the ocean, this group doesn’t sell. This group will also keep their
Bitcoins for another reason—they are not losing much in Bitcoin’s occasional dives.
Considering the low initial price they purchased Bitcoin for when the project just began,
they’ll still be profiting from Bitcoin even if the price drops to $100.

The fluctuations in Bitcoin’s price and its notorious volatility are brought on by a
different kind of investor—speculators. This group is in it simply for financial gain. A part
of this group understands that the interest in Bitcoin drives the price up. The others treat it
as a form of gambling. The gamblers abandon the ship at the first sign of trouble, driving
the price to the ground, but more experienced speculators know better than to sell at that
point. They know that once the price dips, new investors will jump on board, causing
Bitcoin’s price to soar again.

All this makes Bitcoin’s collapse extremely unlikely; some would even argue—downright
impossible. Nonetheless, we've decided to do a little thought experiment—our take on what
would occur if Bitcoin suddenly lost all value.

You'll often hear financial analysts comparing Bitcoin to the tulip mania or the dot-com
bubble. Some similarities certainly exist. It took Bitcoin just over two years to pass the
$1,000 mark and then three and a half years to double in 2017. Currently, it stands at
roughly $45,000, while Cisco’s highest watermark in the dot-com bubble was a mere $146.75.

The dot-com bubble eventually imploded, wiping out as much as $5 trillion back in 2000.
With Bitcoin’s current market cap of $848 billion, it’s safe to assume that the stakes are
already high enough to cause some ripples in the offline economy as well, but nothing
comparable to the dot-com bubble: There simply isn’t enough money tied up in Bitcoin. For
now, at least.

At this point, too much is at stake for investors to allow Bitcoin to drop down to zero and
disappear from the financial scene. It would take a series of highly improbable events to

take place for Bitcoin to lose all its value and vanish, causing a recession dire enough to



impact everyone. Enthusiasts, miners, and crypto exchanges are all used to the price dives
and know better than to sell. Having a fully decentralized, transparent payment system free
of governmental control is just too tempting to be abandoned. It opens the door for many
opportunities far beyond having yet another currency to trade with.

With Bitcoin and its underlying technology making its way into every aspect of the

global economy, it’s safe to say this cryptocurrency is here to stay.

1. Bitcoin has undergone a massive expansion despite the lack of interest from large
companies and institutions.

2. Efforts by governments and regulators to stop Bitcoin are unlikely to have a long-term
impact on the price, and some now know that there is little point in trying.

3. People who were interested in Bitcoin from the beginning will be likely to sell if the
price drops below $100 because they still make a profit.

4. Bitcoin has been compared with the dot-com bubble because it took three and a half
years since its creation to reach $2,000.

5. Because Bitcoin is a fully decentralized system that is free from government control, it

is unlikely to be affected by recessions like other currencies.



[No. 78] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Young people may be nudged into carrying knives by the police, research has found, as a
new count showed the Metropolitan police circulated more than 2,100 images of seized
knives on Twitter in a year.

In the same period, three leading violent-crime prevention charities—Hope Collective,
the Ben Kinsella Trust and Dwaynamics—circulated two images of knives between them,
according to research by the Green party in the London assembly.

“It’s deeply worrying to see police sharing such frightening images of knives when the
charities involved in reducing knife harm don’t do this at all,” said Caroline Russell, a Green
party assembly member who sits on London’s police and crime committee. “The disparity of
approach is staggering, with the mayor’s own violence reduction unit sharing no images of
dangerous knives.”

According to the Greens, between July 2020 and August 2021, images of knives were
published 612 times by Met borough accounts, 229 times by the Met taskforce, 82 times by
the roads and transport command, 16 times by the firearms command and 15 times by the
main Metropolitan Police Service account.

Based on the average number of knife images posted by a sample of ward accounts from
various boroughs, they estimated that local policing teams published a total of 1,176 images
of knives.

There has been a long-running debate around sharing images of weapons on social
media. The Met says it publishes pictures of seized weapons to reassure the public that its
officers are committed to tackling violent criminals.

“We aim to include images of our officers in action showing the breadth of policing,
alongside any images of weapons,” a spokesperson said. “This is not always possible. We
always include wording which explicitly discourages weapon carrying and violence to
accompany any imagery.”

Critics have said the images contribute to a sense that the carrying of weapons is
widespread. At a youth violence summit in London, an adviser to the city’s violence
reduction unit said photos of blades could prompt young people to consider “upgrading
tools.”

That assessment seems to be backed by research published as a pre-print this month
that suggests knife seizure images “potentially encourage knife-carrying.” Young people in

Glasgow shown images of seized knives told researchers led by the University of Strathclyde



that they thought the pictures contributed to a climate of fear and perpetuated negative
stereotypes of certain groups and areas—although all said they were personally opposed to
knife-carrying.

Dr Charlotte Coleman, a psychologist at Sheffield Hallam University who was involved
in the study, said the researchers questioned young people in high- and low-crime areas.
“For those young people that were living in high-crime areas, they felt quite stigmatised by
the volume of knife imagery that was flooding their area,” she said.

Such images had the potential to frighten susceptible young people into carrying knives
for self-defence, but equally others could be excited by them, prompting them to carry a
knife because they thought doing so was “cool”, Coleman said.

Regarding the Met’s use of images of seized knives, she said: “I find it concerning that
so many images are used. It’s not just the 2,100 times that they are posted by the police,
because they are posted and reposted. So, actually, the exposure becomes amplified by the
number of shares.” People more worried or excited by knives were more likely to share, she
suggested.

There was a 31% year-on-year fall in knife offences recorded in London from January to
March, 2021. But an increase in the severity of attacks led to a rise in the number of killings
by a quarter, and police have warned London could be on track for its worst year of young
homicides since 2008.

A Met spokesperson said: “The Met is an evidence-driven organisation, and that extends
to the way in which we communicate with Londoners. We look forward to the results of this
research being published in the coming months, which will help inform our approach moving

forward.”

1. Over the course of a year, the Metropolitan police published on Twitter over two
thousand times the number of images of knives used in crime than the charities
associated with preventing crime did combined.

2. Both the Met and the Greens agree that publishing pictures of seized weapons reassures
the public that the police are striving to reduce crime.

3. Young people in Glasgow who were shown pictures of knife seizure images believed that
they encouraged them to carry knives.

4. Many people could become more worried or excited by the images posted by the Met,
which is now preventing them from being reposted by others.

5. Although there was a decrease in knife offences in the first three months of 2021

compared to the same period in 2020, the severity of attacks has increased.



[No. 79] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

What makes for a good trivia question? There are some common-sense requirements. It
should be clearly written, accurate, and gettable for at least some people. (Acceptable
degrees of difficulty vary.) It must be properly “pinned” to its answer, meaning that there
are no correct responses other than those the questioner is seeking. (This can be trickier
than you might think.) In the opinion of Shayne Bushfield, the creator and sole full-time
employee of LearnedLeague, an online trivia community that he has run since 1997, people
should recognize the answer to the question as something worth knowing, as having a degree
of importance. “Trivia is not the right word for it,” he told me recently. “Because trivia
technically means trivial, or not worth knowing, and it’s the opposite.”

The idea that the answers to trivia questions are worth knowing is a matter of some
debate, and has been more or less since trivia itself was born. The pop-culture pastime of
quizzing one another on a variety of subjects as a kind of game is fundamentally a
phenomenon of the past hundred years or so: its first appearance as a fad seems to date to
1927, when “Ask Me Another! The Question Book” was published. As the “Jeopardy!”
champion Ken Jennings notes in his book “Brainiac,” “Ask Me Another” was written by “two
out-of-work Amherst alumni” living in Manhattan, who “were shocked to find that, despite
their fancy new diplomas and broad liberal educations, the job world wasn’t beating a path
to their door.” Their book was a hit, and newspapers began running quiz columns, a follow-
up of sorts to the national crossword craze of a couple of years before. Quiz shows came to
radio and television about a decade later. But none of these games were called trivia until a
pair of Columbia undergraduates, in the mid-sixties, shared their version of the game, first
in the school’s Daily Spectator and later in their own popular quiz book, which really did
prize the trivial: the name of the Lone Ranger’s nephew, the name of the snake that
appeared in “We’re No Angels,” and so on. This version of trivia was all about the stuff one
had read, listened to, or watched as a kid, and its appeal, according to one of the Columbia
pair, was concentrated among “young adults who on the one hand realize they have misspent
their youth and yet, on the other hand, do not want to let go of it.” The purpose of playing,
he explained, was experiencing the feeling produced when an answer finally came to you,
“an effect similar to the one that might be induced by a pacifier.”

Presumably, it has always been satisfying to know things, but the particular pleasure of
trivia seems to depend on two relatively recent developments: the constant relaying of new
information (i.e., mass media) and the mass production of people who learn a lot of things
they don’t really need to know. (College attendance began steadily rising in the nineteen-
twenties, before booming after the Second World War.) It is sometimes asked whether the

popularity of trivia will diminish in the age of Google and Siri, but those earlier



developments have only accelerated, and trivia seems, if anything, more popular than ever.
In contrast to the mindless ease of looking up the answer to a question online, there’s a
gratifying friction in pulling a nearly forgotten fact from your own very analog brain.

Bushfield writes and delivers nearly six hundred and fifty trivia questions to
LearnedLeague players every year, distributed over the course of four twenty-five-day
seasons. In his view, the last component of a truly excellent trivia question, after accuracy
and importance, is that it offers multiple ways to come up with the answer. Such questions
have an element of noodling that results in a wave of delight at the eureka moment. For
instance: “A book from 2013 by design expert Jude Stewart is subtitled An Exceedingly
Surprising Book About Color. What is this book’s main title, which is the name of a made-up
person also associated tangentially with the pattern that appears on the LGBT pride flag?
Note, full name with middle initial required.”

With this type of question, Bushfield told me, he wants to make it seem almost as
though he’s at your side, saying, “You can figure this out, you know this, don’t get
discouraged!” He tries to calibrate his questions such that LearnedLeague’s collective
batting average will be just below fifty per cent; that way, he has said, “really good players
still are challenged occasionally, and the very bottom players still get some right.”

One can easily despair at the amount of information we are exposed to every day and at
the amount of stuff we forget. Trivia, when it’s done well, offers little moments of mastery,
in the form of a game—often one with low individual stakes or none at all. (There are no
cash prizes in LearnedLeague.) In Bushfield’s conception, trivia is a more generous game
than it sometimes gets credit for; it prizes curiosity and reminds us that the world is much
bigger than our immediate personal concerns. Perhaps the detail in a question doesn’t
matter to you, but it may very well be important to some other set of people—and thus,

arguably, it should have value for the rest of us.

1. Everyone agrees that a good trivia question must be about something worth knowing,
and therefore “trivia” is actually not the right name for it.

2. Radio and television quiz shows began using the word “trivia” in their titles, about ten
years after a book called “Ask Me Another! The Question Book” was published.

3. The popularity of trivia will certainly diminish in the age of Google and Siri, because
there is not much pleasure in trying to figure out the answers that can easily be found
online.

4. According to Bushfield, the creator of LearnedLeague, there are only two important
qualities of truly excellent trivia questions, namely accuracy and importance.

5. Bushfield thinks that trivia offers much more than people normally think, and it
reminds us that there is much more in the world beyond one’s immediate personal

concerns.



[No. 80] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The great hope of the 1990s and 2000s was that the internet would be a force for
openness and freedom. As Stewart Brand, a pioneer of online communities, put it:
“Information wants to be free, because the cost of getting it out is getting lower and lower
all the time.” It was not to be. Bad information often drove out good. Authoritarian states
co-opted the technologies that were supposed to loosen their grip. Information was wielded
as a weapon of war. Amid this disappointment one development offers cause for fresh hope:
the emerging era of open-source intelligence (OSINT).

New sensors, from humdrum dashboard cameras to satellites that can see across the
electromagnetic spectrum, are examining the planet and its people as never before. The
information they collect is becoming cheaper. Satellite images cost several thousand dollars
20 years ago, today they are often provided free and are of incomparably higher quality. A
photograph of any spot on Earth, of a stricken tanker or the routes taken by joggers in a city
is available with a few clicks. And online communities and collaborative tools, like Slack,
enable hobbyists and experts to use this cornucopia of information to solve riddles and
unearth misdeeds with astonishing speed.

Such an emancipation of information promises to have profound effects. The
decentralised and egalitarian nature of OSINT erodes the power of traditional arbiters of
truth and falsehood, in particular governments and their spies and soldiers. For those like
this newspaper who believe that secrecy can too easily be abused by people in power, OSINT
is welcome. The likelihood that the truth will be uncovered raises the cost of wrongdoing for
governments. Liberal democracies will also be kept more honest. Citizens will no longer
have to take their governments on trust. News outlets will have new ways of holding them
to account.

Some will warn that OSINT threatens national security. But, if OSINT can tell the world
about such things, a country’s enemies are already able to know them. Pretending otherwise
does not make states any safer. Others will point out that OSINT can be wrong. After the
Boston Marathon bombing in 2013 internet users scrutinised the crime scene and identified
several suspects. All were innocent bystanders. Or OSINT could be used by bad actors to
spread misinformation and conspiracy theories.

However, every source of information is fallible and the scrutiny of imagery and data is
more empirical than most of them. Hence, when OSINT is mistaken or malign, competing

OSINT is often the best way to put the record straight. And over time, researchers and



investigators can build a reputation for honesty, sound analysis and good judgment, making
it easier for people to distinguish trustworthy sources of intelligence from charlatans. The
greatest worry is that the explosion of data behind open-source investigations also threatens
individual privacy. The privacy of individuals in a digital age is fraught with trade-offs. At
the level of states and organisations, however, OSINT promises to be a force for good. It is
also unstoppable.

This is a future that open societies would be wise to embrace. Tools and communities
that can unearth missile silos and unveil spies will make the world less mysterious and a
little less dangerous. Information still wants to be free—and OSINT is on a mission to

liberate it.

1. The internet could not become a force for openness and freedom as people once hoped
in the 1990s and 2000s, and it is disappointing that the internet will now be used for open-
source intelligence (OSINT).

2. The decentralised and egalitarian nature of OSINT makes it susceptible to being abused
by governments and their spies and soldiers, thereby further strengthening their powers.
3. There may be concerns that OSINT will undermine national security, but if OSINT is
able to disclose such information, the adversaries of a country would already be in a

position to access it.

4. OSINT can spread wrong or bad information, but there is no way for people to
distinguish trustworthy sources from those that are not.

5. OSINT may be damaging to individual privacy, and therefore open societies are advised

to resist the development of OSINT in the future.



T FF (ShEIRN)

EEHSR

G1-2022

N =N N | =0 m
il
=

n MmN || t | N ||| m
O|lm™w N M| DO N OO OO O|l"W N M T DO N O O O
2|0V VW VW VUV VW[V VW W OV NN INIMNNMNMNDMNMDMNMNMNNDMNNN OO
N = | M| << n | n |- | < | Al Vo TN B Vo A I N o
i
=i

— ™M N | N | < — < (0N M < (N = N
O™ N MM | <  ID|[O N 0O O O|l"W N M| T DO N O OO Ol" N M| T IDN|IOIN| OO OO
Z 1 om0 M 0 M ([ § @ F (@ 9 | T T ST D n (1 D | n w0 wn o
— | ||~ N lN|m|[m | n — | | =<
i
=

MmN | [ m < || || < | = |m |« |
(=] O™ N M| ¢ IN| O N W OO O|l" N M T N|IO N OO O O
Z|7|/ N DO N OO S| H M H[H - - - NN NN NN[NNNN ™




