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Cheetahs, the world’s fastest animals, died out in India over 70 years ago. Now a new
project is trying to bring cheetahs back to India. Eight of the animals were turned loose in
Kuno National Park last week.

Long ago, Asian cheetahs used to roam across India. But by 1952, they were declared
extinct. One of the main reasons was that much of their natural land was taken over by
humans. Cheetahs were also commonly hunted for their spotted skins.

Since 1952, there have been efforts to return cheetahs to India. Last Saturday, that
finally happened. In an event timed to take place on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 72nd
birthday, eight cheetahs were set free in Kuno National Park.

The cheetahs — five females and three males — were raised by the Cheetah Conservation
Fund, and were a gift from Namibia’s government. The cheetahs were chosen because they
were good hunters and were used to being near humans.

The cheetahs that were released aren’t Asian cheetahs, but African cheetahs. There
may be as few as 12 Asian cheetahs still living in the wild, and these live in Iran.

But even African cheetah numbers have been going down sharply. Currently, there are
only about 8,000 left. Some scientists believe that getting cheetahs going in India again will

help make sure that cheetahs don’t die out completely.
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The word metaverse is often traced to a science-fiction book published in the 1990s. But
the metaverse is far from the stuff of sci-fi. It's not even new. Online communities have
existed since the 1980s. Today, logging into Roblox, joining a chat with friends, and
launching into a game with them is just as social an experience as most real-world
interactions.

(CLa Y]

John Riccitiello has an idea of what the metaverse will look like in the future. He's
CEO of Unity Technologies, a company that makes software for video games. “You've got
your goggles on, 10 years from now, but they're just a pair of sunglasses that has the ability
to bring you into the metaverse experience,” he says. “You're walking by a restaurant, you
look at it, the menu pops up. What your friends have said about it pops up.” The possibilities
are endless.

At its core, the metaverse is an expansion of the Internet. And there are plenty of
Internet problems to solve already, such as hacking and cyberbullying. These suggest how
challenging a future in the metaverse could be.

But many people believe the metaverse has real benefits. Among other things, they say
it can expand social networks and improve mental health.

(CLa )]

Carrie Tatsu runs a business in the metaverse. But she wants her kids to spend as much
time as possible in the real world. “It’s so important for humans to be with humans in real
life,” she says. “I think that as kids grow up in this space, there will have to be outlets for
them to engage, go smell a flower here, walk on a trail, have a real conversation with a

friend. . .. Even though you can simulate that, the simulation is not the same.”
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