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1. The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all
governments. They are determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and
civilisation of their peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty
and the rule of law. They seek to promote stability and well-being in the North Atlantic
area. They are resolved to unite their efforts for collective defence and for the
preservation of peace and security. They therefore agree to this North Atlantic Treaty:

2. The States participating in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
Reaffirming their objective of promoting better relations among themselves and ensuring
conditions in which their people can live in true and lasting peace free from any threat to
or attempt against their security; Convinced of the need to exert efforts to make détente
both a continuing and an increasingly viable and comprehensive process, universal in
scope, and that the implementation of the results of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe will be a major contribution to this process;

3. WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED to save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold
sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and
worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large
and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations
arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and to
promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom,

4. THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, In order to promote international co-operation
and to achieve international peace and security by the acceptance of obligations not to
resort to war, by the prescription of open, just and honourable relations between nations,
by the firm establishment of the understandings of international law as the actual rule of
conduct among Governments, and by the maintenance of justice and a scrupulous respect
for all treaty obligations in the dealings of organised peoples with one another, Agree to
this Covenant of the League of Nations.

5. By this Treaty, the High Contracting Parties establish among themselves a European
Union, hereinafter called ‘the Union’. This Treaty marks a new stage in the process of
creating an ever closer union among the peoples of Europe, in which decisions are taken
as closely as possible to the citizen. The Union shall be founded on the European
Communities, supplemented by the policies and forms of cooperation established by this
Treaty. Its task shall be to organize, in a manner demonstrating consistency and solidarity,

relations between the Member States and between their peoples.
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[No. 71] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

If you are a parent, your greatest fear in life is likely something happening to one of
your kids. According to one 2018 poll from OnePoll and the Lice Clinics of America (not my
usual data source, but no one else seems to measure this), parents spend an average of 37
hours a week worrying about their children; the No. 1 back-to-school concern is about their
safety. And this makes sense, if you believe that safety is a foundation that has to be
established before dealing with other concerns.

You can see the effects of all this worrying in modern parenting behavior. According to
a 2015 report from the Pew Research Center, on average, parents say children should be at
least 10 years old to play unsupervised in their own front yard, 12 years old to stay home
alone for an hour, and 14 to be unsupervised at a public park. It also shows up in what
parents teach their kids about the world: Writing in The Journal of Positive Psychology in
2021, the psychologists Jeremy D. W. Clifton and Peter Meindl found that 53 percent of
respondents preferred “dangerous world” beliefs for their children.

No doubt these beliefs come from the best of intentions. If you want children to be safe
(and thus, happy), you should teach them that the world is dangerous—that way, they will
be more vigilant and careful. But in fact, teaching them that the world is dangerous is bad
for their health, happiness, and success.

The contention that the world is mostly safe or mostly dangerous is what some
psychologists call a “primal world belief,” one about life’s basic essence. Specifically, it’s a
negative primal in which the fundamental character of the world is assumed to be
threatening. Primal beliefs are different from more specific beliefs—say, about sports or
politics—insofar as they color our whole worldview. If I believe that the Red Sox are a great
baseball team, it generally will not affect my unrelated attitudes and decisions. But
according to Clifton and Meindl, if I believe that the world is dangerous, it will affect the
way I see many other parts of my life, relationships, and work. I will be more suspicious of
other people’s motives, for example, and less likely to do things that might put me or my
loved ones in harm’s way, such as going out at night.

As much as we hope the dangerous-world belief will help our kids, the evidence



indicates that it does exactly the opposite. In the same paper, Clifton and Meindl show that
people holding negative primals are less healthy than their peers, more often sad, more
likely to be depressed, and less satisfied with their lives. They also tend to dislike their jobs
and perform worse than their more positive counterparts. One explanation for this is that
people under bad circumstances (poverty, illness, etc.) have both bad outcomes and a lot to
fear. However, as Clifton and Meindl argue, primals can also interact with life outcomes—
you likely suffer a lot more when you are always looking for danger and avoiding risk.

Teaching your kids that the world is dangerous can also make them less tolerant of
others. In one 2018 study, researchers subjected a sample of adults to a measure called the
“Belief in a Dangerous World Scale,” which asked them to agree or disagree with statements
such as “Any day now chaos and anarchy could erupt around us” and “There are many
dangerous people in our society who will attack someone out of pure meanness, for no
reason at all.” They found that people scoring high on this scale also showed heightened
prejudice and hostility toward groups such as undocumented immigrants, whom they
stereotypically considered a threat to their safety. This study was conducted among adults,
but it is easy to see how these attitudes would migrate to their kids.

This is similar to the argument made by the writers Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt
in The Atlantic in 2015, and in their subsequent book, The Coddling of the American Mind.
Lukianoff and Haidt contend that when parents (or professors) teach young people that
ordinary interactions are dangerous—for example, that speech is a form of violence—it
hinders their intellectual and emotional growth. It also leads them to adopt black-and-white
views (for example, that the world is made up of people who are either good or evil), and

makes them more anxious in the face of minor stressors such as political disagreement.

1. Parents believe that they can leave a 10-year-old boy at home alone for three hours if
their house is located in a safe place.

2. If parents want their children to be healthy and happy, they should teach them that the
world is dangerous.

3. People who have a positive “primal world belief” tend to be healthier than those who
hold a negative one.

4. Children whose parents teach them that the world is dangerous will become adults who
are tolerant of others.

5. Teaching children that speech is a form of violence will promote the growth of their

mind and intellectual ability.



[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The World Food Program warns conflict, climate change, COVID-19, and skyrocketing
prices of food, fuel, and fertilizer are further threatening stability and development
prospects in Africa’s Sahel region.

WFP warns a wave of hunger and suffering is sweeping across part of the Sahel, driving
people to the brink of desperation and upending years of development gains.

The agency reports 12.7 million people are acutely hungry, including 1.4 million on the
verge of starvation. It says 6 million children are acutely malnourished, making them
vulnerable to disease and even death if they do not receive treatment for their condition.

Alexandre Le Cuziat is WFP senior emergency preparedness and response adviser for
West Africa. Speaking from Dakar in Senegal, he warns the number of people suffering
from acute hunger and the number of malnourished children is likely to rise during the
current lean season when food stocks are at their lowest.

“What we see is that acute hunger is driven primarily by conflict that will continue to
trigger massive population displacements and the violence is often preventing people from
accessing markets, fields, or humanitarian assistance. The region also bears the
consequences of a climatic shock with very, very poor rains in 2021, one of the worst in the
last 40 years,” he said.

Le Cuziat says the conflict in Ukraine has driven up food and energy prices. He adds it
also has led to shortages of fertilizer needed for the planting season, which is now over.

He notes less than half of the region’s fertilizer needs have been met. This, he says,
could result in a 20% drop in agricultural production in the region this year, further
increasing the levels of hunger.

He says needs in the region are at record highs at a time when resources to respond to
emergencies are dwindling. He says a lack of money is forcing WFP to reduce the number of
people receiving assistance and to cut rations for the remaining beneficiaries.

“Even before the conflict in Ukraine drove up the global prices of food, fuel, and
fertilizer, we were forced to cut rations by up to 50% in all of the Sahelian countries, as well
as Nigeria, CAR. And our emergency nutrition programs are also underfunded, which
combined with the cuts I was mentioning on our operations is going to put a lot of stress on
what little resources the poorest families have left,” he said.

Le Cuziat says WFP requires $329 million in the next six months for its life saving
operation and to prevent the Sahel from becoming, what he calls, an all-out humanitarian

catastrophe.



1. The WFP says that COVID-19 is the major cause of the hunger and malnutrition that is
posing a significant threat to people living in the Sahel region in Africa.

2. According to the reports of the WFP, out of those who are suffering from severe hunger,
more than half are almost starved.

3. A WFP adviser says that the number of people who are terribly hungry and children
who lack nutrition are expected to decrease because the conflict will likely end in the
near future.

4. A WFP adviser says that food and energy prices have risen due to the conflict in
Ukraine, and less than half of the demand for fertilizer in the Sahel region has been
fulfilled.

5. It was only after the increase in the global prices of food, fuel, and fertilizer that the

WPEFP had to cut rations in countries in the Sahel region.



[No. 73] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Caterpillars, dried fish and clay are not what you would expect to find in ice-cream, but
one Cape Town cafe with a mission to celebrate African foods and culture has used all three
as ingredients in its frozen desserts.

“Handcrafted, authentic African ice-cream,” reads a sign at the entrance to Tapi Tapi.
Inside, the counter is filled with ice-creams in various shades of beige and brown. They look
underwhelming, but the blackboard listing the flavours suggests differently.

Tshego Kale, a 22-year-old student and part-time worker in the cafe, explains the menu.
“First up is prekese and kei-apple jam. Prekese is a spice from west Africa, sometimes used
in soups,” she says. “Kei apple is a sour fruit, but the ice-cream is sweet with a bitterness
coming through.” Rooibos, fermented pineapple and lime is next: “It’s sweet, not as dense;
good for hot days.”

There are three ice-creams containing chin chin—a fried snack from west Africa. One is
paired with African bird’s eye chilli, and has “a kick that comes towards the end.” Another
one features clay as the second ingredient: “It has an earthy flavour, very mellow and
smooth with a biscuity texture.” Egusi, a combination of seeds used in west African cuisine,
is mixed with pumpkin, cinnamon and nutmeg in another ice-cream. “People from overseas
have said this one tastes like Christmas,” says Kale.

Tapi Tapi and its African ice-cream is the brainchild of Tapiwa Guzha, who first came to
Cape Town as a student from Zimbabwe. In the two years since it opened, he has created
about 900 flavours. Each tub he makes is unique and never repeated. His aim is to use ice-
cream as a vehicle for educating and inspiring people about African flavours. When making
a new flavour, Guzha thinks of an ingredient and what he wants to achieve by using it. He
explains: “What point am I trying to make by creating that flavour? Am I trying to showcase
something new that people don’t know about? Am I trying to teach people about a cooking
technique that turns out certain dishes or flavours? Or am I looking at a cultural icon?”

The idea for Tapi Tapi came in 2018, when Guzha was doing post-doctoral research in
plant biotechnology but wanted a change. “I was looking for ways of communicating about
science without having to rely on the scientific process—journal publishing, conferences
and keeping knowledge in academic spaces,” he says.

Guzha had been making ice-cream for 10 years with dry ice that was delivered to his
research labs, after seeing how it was done on a cookery show. One day, it dawned on him

that he had never made a specifically African ice-cream. “I realised there was something



faulty in the system. The moment you taste a flavour that connects you to home, your
culture, your land—it’s a different experience.” He gave himself a year and a half to save
up enough money, quit his job and start his own business. Tapi Tapi opened its doors in
February 2020.

Reaction to Tapi Tapi and Guzha’s idea of showcasing African ingredients has been
varied. “Sometimes people come out of spite. [They’ll say]: ‘T gave it a try and this is a fad,’
or it’s: “‘Why can’t you make normal ice-cream?’”

“Some people come with this idea that black people shouldn’t be able to do this kind of
thing,” he adds. He has also had overwhelmingly positive reactions from others, seeing
people phone home and become quite emotional. “There’s something about going through
your whole life without realising you were being ignored and someone showing you you've
been ignored—it’s quite a painful moment.”

Most of his customers are white people because that is where the money is in Cape
Town, he says, but adds that he opened Tapi Tapi predominantly for black people.

Guzha chose the suburb of Observatory, often described as alternative and bohemian,
for its transport links—and its diversity. Tapi Tapi is wedged between a second-hand
bookshop and a food store on the main strip of Observatory. Now he has branched out into
other food and drinks. On the menu are toasties with bread made from sorghum, an ancient
African grain, and pasta with a sauce of peanut butter, kapenta fish and the leaves from
black-eyed peas.

He is not interested in expanding but is keen for others to take up this kind of work.

“Other people need to do this—that’s expansion. We need more representation.”

1. Tshego Kale has created about 900 flavours in the two years since he came up with the
idea of African ice-cream and opened the Tapi Tapi shop.

2. Tapiwa Guzha learned how to make African ice-cream with dry ice as a part of his post-
doctoral research in plant biotechnology in 2018.

3. Reactions to Tapi Tapi’s African ice-cream have been mixed, and although some people
have criticized it other reactions have been positive.

4. Tapi Tapi was established mostly for white people because they are the only ones that
can afford to buy their ice-cream in Cape Town.

5. Tapi Tapi operates in a suburb known for its diversity and transport, located next to an

observatory.



[No.

following passage.

74] Select the most appropriate combination of words to fill in the blanks of the

Narcissistic personality characteristics are fairly ( A ) in the population, but not

even one percent of cases are known to be (

disorders.

themselves as being magnificent, exalted, and successful.

The (

C ) feature is an inflated self-image where the individual ( D )

elevated self-image is very (

[No.

AR

AR T

A
common
often
standard
typical

usual

B
fully
totally
completely
usually

negatively

C
dominant
profound
underlying
obvious

fabulous

) developed narcissistic personality

D
perceives
understands
watches
views

realizes

75] Select the sentence which is grammatically correct.

Outsiders are not permitted to go this entrance.

Will you attend of the upcoming conference?

The diet member did not speak the issue.

. Let’s discuss over the problem when you have time.

I am looking forward to seeing you at the meeting.

Since the foundation of the

), the person will also be very sensitive to criticism.

E
fragile
central
unreal
moderate

delicate
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[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Middle powers’ foreign policies are shaped primarily by their limited capabilities
compared to Great Powers, and share a number of common features. First, middle powers
favour international institutions and multilateralism because of the potential of these
mechanisms to constrain the most powerful states. Within international institutions, they
tend to join coalitions of like-minded states to gain leverage, such as the Cairns Group in the
Uruguay Round of the GATT. Second, owing to their limited capabilities, they focus their
diplomatic efforts on specific issue areas of global governance where they can make a mark,
rather than attempting to cover the entire range. Canadian leadership on the Ottawa Treaty
banning anti-personnel mines, the Rome Treaty establishing the International Criminal
Court, and the indefinite extension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty are examples of
such ‘niche diplomacy’. Third, middle powers tend to play important roles in conflict
mediation and negotiation, thanks to their reputation as honest brokers.

Material capabilities enable middle powers to pursue activist policies, but how this
activism becomes manifest in practice depends on a number of factors. Systemically,
periods of uncertainty such as the aftermath of the Cold War or financial crises provide
more opportunities for middle-power activism, as does the diffusion of power in the
international system. Domestically, as Ravenhill shows in the case of Canada and Australia,
leadership and party ideologies may influence levels of activism. In the case of emerging
middle powers, favourable domestic conditions, such as sustained economic growth and
democratization, can allow an emerging middle power to devote more resources and energy
to foreign policy, and to act more confidently on the international scene. Rapidly growing
material capabilities may also motivate emerging middle powers to seek enhanced status in
the international system through a more activist role.

During the Cold War, middle powers in Europe and east Asia supported the United
States in building and preserving the liberal international order. They benefited from the
security and economic openness provided by this order, and were committed to maintaining
its stability. Middle powers that rose to prominence in the post-Cold War era have likewise
benefited from and contributed to the stability of the liberal international order. They have

participated actively in multilateral institutions such as the UN, and forums such as the G20,



where they have joined coalitions of like-minded states to pursue common goals. They have
sought to play bridge-building roles between developed and developing countries in these
organizations, and to broaden the range of interests pursued by them, thus helping to
increase their legitimacy. Emerging middle powers have also contributed to issue areas
beyond their immediate self-interest, such as the promotion of human rights, humanitarian
aid and conflict mediation.

I argue that emerging middle powers of the post-Cold War era have made an additional
contribution to the liberal international order as role models and promoters of democratic
and market reforms in their neighbourhoods. These countries rose to prominence thanks to
domestic reforms launched in the previous decades, which helped them achieve economic
growth, political openness and stability. These improved domestic conditions have enabled
them to project soft power and to support democratization, market reforms, economic
interdependence and cooperation in their neighbourhoods. In this way, emerging middle
powers have helped extend the norms of the liberal international order and the Kantian
peace to countries at its periphery.

Emerging middle powers may have advantages in norm promotion compared to western
powers and international organizations. They often share economic and political background
conditions, and have cultural, linguistic and religious links with nearby countries that ease
norm transmission. The fact that their own reforms are works-in-progress allows emerging
middle powers to avoid the hierarchical relationship that inevitably forms when established
democracies seek to diffuse norms to others. Moreover, emerging middle powers may help
their neighbours adapt global norms to local conditions, as they have developed their own

experience and knowledge of how these universal norms work in practice.

1. Middle powers tend to address a broad range of global issues by utilizing international
institutions and multilateralism rather than focusing their efforts on a niche area.

2. Continued economic growth did not enable emerging middle powers to invest more
resources in foreign policy in the post-Cold War period.

3. During the Cold War, middle powers in Europe and east Asia supported the United
States because they felt it was unstable.

4. Middle powers that rose to prominence in the post-Cold War era have served as a bridge
between developed and developing countries in order to shift economic growth from
developed countries to developing countries.

5. In the post-Cold War era, emerging middle powers rose to prominence thanks to more

favorable domestic conditions, which were a result of domestic reforms.



[No. 77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

There is virtual unanimity that mastery of emerging technologies is key to prevailing in
the 21st-century geopolitical competition. And as Russian President Vladimir Putin warned,
whoever becomes the leader in artificial intelligence (AI) “will become the ruler of the world.”

Consensus quickly breaks down after that. There isn’t unanimity on which technologies
matter or how to “master” them. There is widespread enthusiasm about “innovation,” with a
resulting flurry of government activity to fund and spur that creativity. This could be the
wrong approach, however. Success in the tech competition won’t be the product of
entrepreneurs fueled by an idea and the prospect of a big initial public offering toiling away
in garages and incubators. Governments should instead focus on diffusing new technologies
throughout the economy. It’s a marathon, not a sprint.

Innovation has been the main driver of long-term economic growth since the Industrial
Revolution. New ideas increase productivity, freeing up some resources while generating
new uses for others. Growth ensues, value increases, wealth is created.

Historically, attention has focused on the generation of those new ideas. That reflects an
Anglo-American orthodoxy that puts markets above all other considerations (meaning that the
effort of the individual or the discrete business interest matters more than the society in
which they operate) and the availability of metrics that gauge relative success rates (R&D
spending, in particular). In some countries, a powerful “science lobby” reinforces this inclination.

Michael Kitson, an economist at Cambridge University’s Judge Business School, believes
that the focus on generating innovations is a mistake. A better approach, he argues, is to
prioritize the spread of innovation throughout the economy. “Since the industrial revolution,
the diffusion of innovation has a much larger impact on economic growth than the
generation of innovation, as ‘innovation-using sectors’ are much larger than ‘innovation-
generating’ sectors.” Or, more succinctly, implementation matters more than invention.

One reason we're misled is that it takes time for new technologies to have an impact.
Few innovators can envision the full range of uses for their ideas. Most frequently, new
technology is a substitute for old techniques and procedures, used to do old things new ways.
Revolutions occur when technologies are applied in unexpected ways, to do new things,
some that often weren’t possible before.

For example, automobiles revolutionized the way we live, not just because they
accelerated travel, but because they liberated individuals from the tyranny of imposed
transportation systems. Cars made suburbs possible because they gave consumers freedom
to travel when and where they wished.

The extraordinary potential impact of new technologies means that they also challenge



powerful vested interests. Adoption can be inhibited by the political strength of those interests
or cultural barriers (which are sometimes another expression of those economic interests).

Jeffrey Ding, an expert on Al and China now teaching at George Washington University,
uses a slightly different framework to think about this problem. In a paper published last
year, Ding argued that two competing paradigms explain innovation and its economic and
geopolitical impact. According to the leading sector (LS) approach—the standard account
—states advance by dominating “critical technological innovations in new fast-growing
industries (leading sectors). By exploiting a brief window to monopolize profits in cutting-
edge industries, the country that dominates innovation in these sectors rises to become the
world’s most productive economy.”

Ding challenges the LS framework by asserting the importance of General Purpose
Technologies (GPT), “fundamental advances that can spur economic transformation.
Distinguished by their potential for continuous improvement, pervasive applicability
throughout the economy and synergies with complementary innovations, GPT make a
substantial impact on economic productivity only after a ‘gradual and protracted process of
diffusion into widespread use.”” Think of GPT as enabling technologies for a range of ideas.
Electricity is the classic GPT, as are railroads and the automobile. One list of recent GPTs
includes the internet, Al, biotechnology and nanotechnology.

Ding applied his theory to three industrial revolutions. In the second, which occurred from
1870 to 1914, spurred by inventions in machine tools, the industrial production of interchangeable
parts, known as the “American system of manufacturing,” embodied the key GPT trajectory.
In addition, the U.S. edge in education and training systems widened the skill base and
standardized best practices in mechanical engineering. This provided the foundation for the

U.S. rise to global economic prominence in the first decades of the 20th century.

1. Governments must focus on funding innovation in order to ensure the success of their
technology sector in the global competition.

2. An economist at Cambridge University believes that, in order to greatly promote economic
growth, we should pay more attention to diffusing innovation than generating innovation.
3. Those with powerful vested interests use their political influence to diffuse new

technologies.

4. An expert teaching at George Washington University believes that the country that
dominates innovation in cutting-edge industries will become the most productive economy
in the world.

5. In the second industrial revolution, invention of new technologies helped the U.S. rise

to global economic prominence in the first decades of the 20th century.
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The climate crisis has reached a “really bleak moment”, one of the world’s leading
climate scientists has said, after a slew of major reports laid bare how close the planet is to
catastrophe. Collective action is needed by the world’s nations more now than at any point
since the second world war to avoid climate tipping points, Prof Johan Rockstrom said, but
geopolitical tensions are at a high. He said the world was coming “very, very close to
irreversible changes ... time is really running out very, very fast”.

Emissions must fall by about half by 2030 to meet the internationally agreed target of
1.5°C of heating but are still rising, the reports showed—at a time when oil giants are
making astronomical amounts of money.

On Thursday, Shell and TotalEnergies both doubled their quarterly profits to about
$10bn. Oil and gas giants have enjoyed soaring profits as post-Covid demand jumps and after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The sector is expected to amass $4tn in 2022, strengthening calls
for heavy windfall taxes to address the cost of living crisis and fund the clean energy transition.

All three of the key UN agencies have produced damning reports in the last two days.
The UN environment agency’s report found there was “no credible pathway to 1.5°C in
place” and that “woefully inadequate” progress on cutting carbon emissions means the only
way to limit the worst impacts of the climate crisis is a “rapid transformation of societies”.

Current pledges for action by 2030, even if delivered in full, would mean a rise in global
heating of about 2.5°C, a level that would condemn the world to catastrophic climate
breakdown, according to the UN’s climate agency. Only a handful of countries have ramped
up their plans in the last year, despite having promised to do so at the Cop26 UN climate
summit in Glasgow last November.

The UN’s meteorological agency reported that all the main heating gases hit record
highs in 2021, with an alarming surge in emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas.
Separately, the IEA’s world energy report offered a glimmer of progress, that CO, from fossil
fuels could peak by 2025 as high energy prices push nations towards clean energy, though it
warned that it would not be enough to avoid severe climate impacts.

Rockstrom, director of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research in Germany,
said: “It’s a really bleak moment, not only because of the reports showing that emissions are
still rising, so we're not delivering on either the Paris or Glasgow climate agreements, but
we also have so much scientific evidence that we are very, very close to irreversible changes
—we’re coming closer to tipping points.”

Research by Rockstrom and colleagues, published in September, found five dangerous



climate tipping points may already have been passed due to the global heating caused by
humanity to date, including the collapse of Greenland’s ice cap, with another five possible
with 1.5°C of heating.

“Furthermore, the world is unfortunately in a geopolitically unstable state,” said
Rockstrom. “So when we need collective action at the global level, probably more than ever
since the second world war, to keep the planet stable, we have an all-time low in terms of
our ability to collectively act together.”

“Time is really running out very, very fast,” he said. “I must say, in my professional life
as a climate scientist, this is a low point. The window for 1.5°C is shutting as I speak, so it’s
really tough.”

His remarks came after the UN secretary general, Anténio Guterres, said on Wednesday
that climate action was “falling pitifully short”. “We are headed for a global catastrophe
[and] for economy-destroying levels of global heating.”

He added: “Droughts, floods, storms and wildfires are devastating lives and livelihoods
across the globe [and] getting worse by the day. We need climate action on all fronts and
we need it now.” He said the G20 nations, responsible for 80% of emissions, must lead the way.

Inger Andersen, head of the UN environment programme (UNEP), told the Guardian
that the energy crisis must be used to speed up delivery of a low-carbon economy: “We are
in danger of missing the opportunity and a crisis is a terrible thing to waste.”

Prof Corinne Le Quéré, at the University of East Anglia, UK, said: “It is fundamental to
avoid cascading risks that responses to existing crises are made in a way that limits climate
change to the lowest possible level.”

Further reports published in the last two days said the health of the world’s people is at
the mercy of a global addiction to fossil fuels, with increasing heat deaths, hunger and

infectious disease as the climate crisis intensifies.

1. In order to prevent irreversible changes to the environment, emissions need to be
reduced by half of the agreed target of 1.5°C by 2030.

2. Two of the large oil companies announced that they have made twice as much profit
over the last quarter as a result of the end of Covid and the Ukraine invasion.

3. Although most countries have changed their energy plans as they promised at the Cop26
UN climate summit, there is still expected to be a rise in global heating by 2.5°C by 2030.
4. Despite global geopolitical instability, countries are united in their views on climate

which will enable timely collective action at a worldwide level.
5. According to Anténio Guterres, G20 nations need to reduce emissions by 80% in order

to avoid droughts, floods, storms, and wildfires from causing disaster around the world.



[No. 79] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The EU wastes more food than it imports and could puncture food price inflation by
simply curbing on-farm waste, according to a report. About 153m tonnes of food in the EU
are frittered away every year, double previous estimates and 15m tonnes more than is
shipped in, according to the study’s estimates. The amount of wheat wasted in the EU alone
is equal to roughly half of Ukraine’s wheat exports, and a quarter of the EU’s other grain
exports, it says.

Frank Mechielsen, the director of Feedback EU, which produced the study, said: “At a
time of high food prices and a cost of living crisis, it’s a scandal that the EU is potentially
throwing away more food than it’s importing. The EU now has a massive opportunity to set
legally binding targets to halve its food waste from farm to fork by 2030 to tackle climate
change and improve food security.”

Global food prices last month were 8% higher than a year ago, according to the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), partly driven by the war in Ukraine. Wheat,
maize and soya bean prices have this year even overshot records set at the height of the
2008 world financial crisis.

Abdolreza Abbassian, a grain market analyst and former senior FAO economist, said the
era of cheap food was over and prices would probably remain high, even after the Russia-
Ukraine war has ended. “Because of the energy situation, the fertiliser situation,
uncertainties in the world, including in transport and shipments, not to mention climate
change we have to accept that we are not going to see food prices at the levels of a decade
ago, that we had become used to,” he said.

Olivier De Schutter, a co-chair of the International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food
Systems, and a UN special rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, said the
problem was that the agrifood industry had historically found waste more advantageous
than efficiency. “At both ends of the food chain it’s expensive to reduce waste and it is
profitable to sell people more food than they need,” he said. “Sell-by dates are also set in a
way that obliges people to buy more than they can actually consume.”

Brussels is expected to bring forward a proposal later this year for the world’s first
legally enforceable goals to curb food waste—43 green non-profits have backed Feedback
EU'’s call for a 50% drop in waste by 2030.

Piotr Barczak, the senior policy officer for the European Environmental Bureau (EEB),

said: “All EU countries had committed to halve food waste within the United Nations’



sustainable development goals. However, almost 10 years later, they have not achieved
much, and our economies still generate incredibly high amounts of food waste.”

The EEB wants to see legal measures for cutting waste along the whole food supply
chain, including production, processing and food services. (##%) The report sources about
90m tonnes of food waste to primary production—three times more than household waste.
Most of this is probably unrecorded, as EU waste measurements tend to exclude food left
unharvested, unused or unsold on farms.

An estimated 20% of EU food production is wasted each year, at a cost to EU businesses
and households of €143bn (£125bn) a year. Food waste is responsible for at least 6% of the

bloc’s total greenhouse gas emissions.

1. Around 138m tonnes of food are imported into the EU each year, which is around half of
Ukraine’s wheat exports.

2. In order to improve food security and climate change in the EU, laws are needed to
reduce the amount of food wasted primarily on farms by half by 2030.

3. Abdolreza Abbassian says that factors such as energy, fertiliser, and instability in
transport are likely to keep prices high for around another ten years.

4. Despite committing to reducing food waste in the EU by half nearly a decade ago, there
has not been much change since then.

5. It is estimated that around 30m tonnes of food are wasted in households each year, and

governments keep accurate records of all farm waste.



[No. 80] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The government will overhaul the nation’s cybersecurity and privacy laws as the Optus
hack of almost 10 million people reveals how metadata laws can be used to let
telecommunications firms bank huge amounts of customers’ personal data. Indicating fines
for major data breaches will form part of the government’s response to the hack, Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese said there needed to be “clear consequences” when companies
failed to appropriately secure customer data.

“Clearly, we need better national laws after a decade of inaction to manage the
immense amount of data collected by companies about Australians,” Albanese told
parliament on Wednesday. “We are dealing with this issue, we know that it does need to be
dealt with and we know that this has been an absolute priority for Australians.”

Optus revealed on Wednesday evening that almost 37,000 Medicare numbers were
exposed in the hack, with 22,000 of those expired, and said affected people could replace
them through Services Australia. Medicare numbers usually only change by one digit with a
new card, although Optus has said customers should be reassured their medical data cannot
be accessed with a number alone. It said customers with active cards would be contacted
within 24 hours and those with expired cards in the coming days.

Foreign Minister Penny Wong on Wednesday wrote to Optus boss Kelly Bayer Rosmarin
saying there was a serious risk passport holders exposed in the hack could be subject to
criminal exploitation, including through fraud and identity theft. The opposition had been
pushing for the government to issue passports for free but the prime minister put the
burden on Optus.

“We believe Optus should pay, not taxpayers,” Albanese said, adding the breach was
“caused by Optus and their own failures”.

Experts have identified the amount of data stored by Optus as a central issue. The law
requires phone companies to keep names, addresses and “other information used by the
service provider for the purposes of identifying the subscriber” of customers while their
account is active and for two years after to help authorities trace crimes.

It does not demand companies keep passport, driver’s licence and Medicare numbers
but a spokesperson for the attorney-general’s department said the law did not specify what
“other information” means companies must collect. Experts believe the ambiguity could be
what Optus was using to keep data, though it does not explain why it appeared to retain the
numbers years after customers left.

Alastair MacGibbon, a former head of the government’s top cyber agency, said he



agreed telecommunications customers should be required to prove their identity, saying it
served as a “vital investigative tool” for law enforcement agencies. (Hi%) “Data is like
asbestos—you really don’t want to hoard this stuff,” he said. “It’s nasty.”

Bayer Rosmarin said on Friday that “the reason that we hold on to customer data for a
period of time is that it is the law. We have to be able to go back in our records for six years
and so we do hold information for the required length of time.” Asked which laws Bayer
Rosmarin was referring to, an Optus spokesman said it was the metadata law and also “the
more general requirements that apply to data retention”. The company has previously
emphasised it is working with governments to help affected customers but made no public
commitment to pay for passports.

Associate Professor Rob Nicholls, an expert in telecommunications regulation at UNSW,
said a telecommunications firms could claim it was keeping personal identification data
under the metadata laws to show it was properly identifying customers. It could also argue
that it should retain the data for years after accounts were closed in an effort to satisfy audit
requirements. But, Nicholls said, “that’s a horrible answer” and created a honeypot for hackers.

Tony Forward, a former chief information officer of billion-dollar companies including
QBE Insurance, said Optus did not need to keep the document numbers after consumers
signed up. “If you don’t retain the data, you can’t lose it to criminals,” Forward said.

Home Affairs Minister Clare O’Neil stood by her earlier criticism of Optus in an A
Current Affair interview on Wednesday night but would not say whether she thought Bayer
Rosmarin should resign.

“There are companies that have held themselves out to be experts in cybersecurity who
are failing on these types of attacks,” O’Neil said.

Labor MP Peter Khalil, chair of the powerful parliamentary joint committee on
intelligence and security, said Optus needed to accept responsibility for the data breach but
that the previous government had not turned on extra cybersecurity rules for
telecommunications companies. “We need to get those laws up to scratch,” he said. State
governments have moved to let people affected by the hack replace their driver’s licenses
but customers in NSW are concerned about the level of protection it will provide because
the licence number often used to check their identity would not change.

Customer Service Minister Victor Dominello confirmed that Optus customers who apply
for a new licence will only get an updated card number and expiry date to avoid a longer
process. Dominello said the new expiry date and card number would offer extra protection
because those two details would be different to those on their old licence. He said banks
that did not check the card number and expiry date were putting their institution and

customer security at risk.



1. After private information of almost 10 million people was stolen from Optus, the
government will revise relevant laws to make companies store customers’ data more
securely.

2. Optus assured the 37,000 customers with active Medicare cards that their medical data
cannot be accessed just from the numbers, but they would be contacted within 24 hours.

3. Telephone companies are required to keep names, addresses, and other information
including driver’s licence numbers of customers while their account is active and for two
years after.

4. The decision by Optus to hold on to personal identification data years after accounts
were closed to show it was following metadata laws has been commended by experts.

5. Victor Dominello claims that changing the card number and expiry date on driver’s

licences is not sufficient to protect Optus customers whose details were hacked.
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