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UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is today calling on European governments to allow
the immediate disembarkation of 507 people recently rescued on the Central Mediterranean
who remain stranded*! at sea. Many are reportedly survivors of appalling abuses in Libya
and are from refugee-producing countries. They are in need of humanitarian assistance and
some have already expressed an intention to seek international protection.

“This is a race against time,” said Vincent Cochetel, UNHCR Special Envoy for the
Central Mediterranean. “Storms are coming and conditions are only going to get worse. To
leave people who have fled war and violence in Libya on the high seas in this weather would
be to inflict suffering upon suffering. They must be immediately allowed to dock, and
allowed to receive much-needed humanitarian aid.”

151 people remain on board an NGO’s boat while 356 people more have been rescued in
recent days by a rescue ship of another NGO. A port of safety should be immediately
provided and responsibility shared amongst States for hosting them after they have
disembarked.

Many European leaders expressed their shock at the events last month when more than
50 people died in an airstrike on a detention centre in Tajoura, Libya, and as many as 150
others died in the largest Mediterranean shipwreck™? of 2019. These sentiments must now
be translated in to meaningful solidarity with people fleeing from Libya. This includes
providing access to territory and asylum procedures to people seeking international protection.

Nearly 600 people have died or gone missing on the Central Mediterranean in 2019. In
comparison to the Central Mediterranean, far more people are arriving, and far fewer
people dying, on the Western and Eastern Mediterranean routes.

(1) *'strand : MB5EET S *2 shipwreck : #H
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Fictional British detective Sherlock Holmes is probably one of the most popular and
well-known detectives in literary history. Known for his brilliant analytical skills and ability
to decipher complicated clues, the consulting sleuth® has been depicted on screen 254 times
and even holds the Guinness World Record for the most portrayed literary human character
in film & TV. Hence, it is not surprising to hear that the Royal Mint, responsible for
producing coins in the United Kingdom, has honored the iconic detective with a
commemorative coin.

Released on May 22, 2019, in honor of creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 160th birthday,
the 50 pence (75 cent) coin features a silhouette of Holmes, complete with the detective’s
famous deerstalker hat and calabash pipe, on one side and Queen Elizabeth I on the other.
Surrounding Holmes’ image are some of his most popular mysteries including, The Hound of
the Baskervilles, The Sign of the Four, The Valley of Fear, as well as the sleuth’s debut novel —
A Study in Scarlet.

The tiny lettering of the titles, which require a magnifying glass to read, may seem like
a mistake caused by the attempt to cram in too much in a small space. However, the coin’s
designer, Steve Raw, says he deliberately put them all there to bring out the “inner
detective” in fans. He explains, “Naturally, the only way to solve ‘the mystery of the text’ is
by using that essential piece of equipment always carried by the intrepid sleuth: a
magnifying glass.”

(CL )]

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland on May 22, 1859, Doyle was a trained doctor running a
clinic, before discovering his passion for writing. Holmes’ character was based on Dr. Joseph
Bell, a renowned forensic scientist at Edinburgh University, whom Doyle studied under.
Following the tremendous success of A Study in Scarlet, which was published in 1887, the
imaginative author penned four novels and 56 short stories, the last in 1927, starring the
detective and his sidekick, Dr. Watson. In addition to the screen adaptations, Holmes, whose
mysteries continue to entertain and fascinate fans young and old, has been featured on
radio dramas, live stage, and even computer games.

The United Kingdom’s fun tradition of featuring fictional characters on currency began
in 2016, when the Royal Mint celebrated Beatrix Potter’s 150th birthday with limited edition
coins featuring characters from the author’s iconic children’s story, The Tale of Peter Rabbit.
In 2018, to mark his 60th birthday, the adorable Paddington Bear appeared on a set of
commemorative coins available for purchase on the government agency’s website. We

wonder who will be next!

() * sleuth : %44
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Unseen to most of us, almost all plants form below-ground interactions with beneficial
soil microbes*!. One of the most important of these partnerships is an interaction between
plant roots and a type of soil fungi*? called arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi.

The fungi form a network in the soil and provide the plant with soil minerals, such as
phosphorus*® and nitrogen. In return, the fungi receive sugars from the plant. This
cooperation between plants and fungi is crucial for plant growth, including of many crops.
Plants sometimes even get up to 90% of their phosphorus from these soil fungi.

In collaboration with a team of international researchers, we set out to better
understand plant cooperation. We wanted to know why some relationships of plants with
soil fungi flourish and others collapse.

This involved analysing a large database of plant-fungal interactions containing
thousands of species and using computer models to reconstruct the evolutionary history of
the partnership. We found that despite having successfully cooperated for over 350 million
of years, partnerships among plants and soil fungi can break down completely.

Once we knew that that plant-fungus*? cooperation could fail, we wanted to understand
how and why the relationship breaks down. We found that in most cases the plants were
replacing the fungi with another cooperative partner who did the same job, either different
fungi or bacteria. In the other cases, plants had evolved an entirely different way of
obtaining the required minerals — for instance, they had become carnivorous plants which
trap and eat insects.

Our study shows that despite the great potential benefits of the relationship,
cooperation between plants and fungi has been lost about 25 times. It is quite crazy that
such an important and ancient collaboration has been abandoned so many times. So why
did this happen?

One explanation is that in some environments, other partners or strategies are more
efficient sources of nitrogen or phosphorus, driving a breakdown of previously successful
cooperation between plants and fungi.

For instance, carnivorous plants are often found in very nutrient-poor bogs. Even an
ancient beneficial fungus, specialised in efficiently shuttling nutrients to their partner
plants simply cannot get the job done there. So, plants evolve a different way to get their
nutrients: trapping insects.

() *! microbe : £ *2 fungi : (fungus DEEIE) HHE *3 phosphorus : 1)
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Work four days a week, but get paid for five?

7 : Many organizations in Europe are cutting workweeks, though not wages, from 36
hours (five days) to 28 hours (four days) to reduce burnout and make workers happier,
more productive, and more committed to their employers.

4 : The measure is still heavily debated, with proponents saying it created jobs and
preserves work-life balance and critics saying it reduces the competitiveness of French
firms.

77 : Leading today’s trend is the Netherlands, where the average weekly working time
(taking into account both full-time and part-time workers) is about 29 hours — the
lowest of any industrialized nation, according to the OECD.

T ! It sounds too good to be true, but this debate is front and center within numerous
European economies, not only because of a culture shift toward accommodating flexible
working but also because some evidence suggests it’s good for business.

7% : The four-day workweek is not a new idea: France implemented a reduction of working
hours (les 35 heures) almost 20 years ago to create better work-life balance for the

nation.

Dutch laws passed in 2000 to protect and promote work-life balance entitle all

workers to fully paid vacation days and maternity and paternity leave.
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The idea that there were once “pure” populations of ancestral Europeans, there since
the days of woolly mammoths, has inspired ideologues since well before the Nazis. It has
long nourished white racism, and in recent years it has stoked fears about the impact of
immigrants: fears that have threatened to rip apart the European Union and roiled politics

in the United States.

Now scientists are delivering new answers to the question of

Their findings suggest that the continent has been a melting pot since the Ice Age.
Europeans living today, in whatever country, are a varying mix of ancient bloodlines hailing
from Africa, the Middle East, and the Russian steppe.

The evidence comes from archaeological artifacts, from the analysis of ancient teeth
and bones, and from linguistics. But above all it comes from the new field of paleogenetics®.
During the past decade it has become possible to sequence the entire genome of humans
who lived tens of millennia ago. Technical advances in just the past few years have made it
cheap and efficient to do so; a well-preserved bit of skeleton can now be sequenced for
around $500.

(7) * paleogenetics : BBEL%

who Europeans really are and where they came from
why woolly mammoths went extinct
why ancient Europeans migrated repeatedly

what causes the new discrimination

ook L=

how far “pure” Europeans have traveled
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