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The River Thames runs through the center of London from west to east. Its name comes
from an old word for ziver. The city is a great capital city because of this river. In past
times, the Thames was a great road of water. This ‘road’ brought people to London, and by
the 1700s it brought things from round the world — tea, sugar, wood and a lot of money. The
Thames was always a busy river.

For 1,700 years, London only had one bridge — London Bridge. The first London Bridge
was wood. Londoners finished a new, stone London Bridge in 1209. This stood for 622 years.
It was not only a bridge. It had shops, and some people lived on it. The bridge was very
busy.

Londoners built a second bridge across the Thames in 1750 at Westminster. By the vear
1819, there were five bridges across the river. They changed Iife in the city. Before that, not

many people lived south of the river, but now they could easily go across the Thames.
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How far back can the history of soccer be traced? The people of Ancient Egypt played
a kick-the-ball game of sorts. In China, too, people enjoyed a game similar to soccer. In
Japan, during the Heian period, nobles enjoyed playing “xemari” (kicking a ball). in the
courtyard of their homes.

Modern soccer is said to have been born in England, where it has traditionally been
called “foothall.” The present soccer style took form there during Medieval*! times. At
first, players used a ball made of a pig's bladder*?. People were divided into two teams and
fought to score a goal. This original and traditional style of football is still played in some
English villages during festival times.

Football was often unwelcome to authorities because of its links with violence. However,
by the nineteenth century, football began to be accepted by elite public schools, although
later rugby replaced football in such schools.

The current rules were set in the middle of the nineteenth century. Since then, soccer
has spread throughout the world and is now very popular.

*1 Medieval @ Hr{E®
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An old man died and left his son a lot of money. But the son was a foolish young man,
and he quickly spent all the money, so that scon he had nothing left. Of course, when that
happened, all his friends left him. When he was quite poor and alone, he went to see
Nasreddin, who was a kind, clever old man and often helped people when they had troubles.

“My money has finished and my friends have gone,” said the young man. “What will
happen to me now?”

“Don’t worry, yvoung man,” answered Nasreddin. “Everything will soon be all right
again. Wait, and you will soon feel much happier.”

The young man was very glad. “Am I going to get rich again then?” he asked Nasreddin.

“No, I didn’'t mean that,” said the old man. “I meant that'you would soon get used to

being poor and to having no friends.”
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After a yearlong emotional debate, government officials announced on February 25, that
South Africa will reverse a 1995 ban*! on killing elephants to control their population. Since
the ban took effect in 1995, the country’s elephant population has grown from 8,000 to more
than 20,000. Experts predict that the population could double by 2020. “Elephant population
density has risen so much in some southern African countries that there is concern about
impacts on the landscape and safety of people living within elephant ranges,” says Environment
Minister Marthinus van Schalkwyk.

In the 1800s, hunters routinely Kkilled thousands of elephants, bringing the animals to the
verge of extinction*?. But because of the han, the elephant population is now growing at a
rate of about 5% each year.

Officials worry that this boost in the elephant population could be harmful to the country’s
ecosystem. Elephants have very big appetites. They can eat as much as 700 pounds of
leaves, grass and tree bark in one dayv.

*1han © Z1bE4
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With all of Thomas A. Edison’s successes, he was always ready to move on to the next
idea. The same was true of his failures. He didn’t look back and complain, and he never
gave up until he had tried every possibility. Thomas once said, “You come across anything
you don’t understand, you don’t rest until you run it down. Most fellows try a few things and
then quit. I never quit until I find what I'm after.”

Thomas worked in a time when many others were racing to think up and invent the next
great idea. The world seemed alive with possibilities!

Thomas understood work. He liked it. He once said, “Genius is one percent inspiration
and ninety-nine percent perspiration*'.” Of genius he said, “Sticking to*? it is the genius!” In

1914 a fire raged through some of his West Orange buildings. But even that did not discourage

Thomas. He l l immediately.

*Iperspiration | ¥, %57

“Zstick to | ~IZHBT 2

1. gave up reconstructing

2. started rebuilding
3. sold the buildings out
4. scolded the manager

5. began to worry
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¢y This project must be realized all means.

O OQur trip was canceled account of the heavy snow.

O 1 will accomplish my purpose any cost.

7 A W

1. at on by

Z. by at on

3. by on at

4. on at by

5. on by at
[No. B3] XKD55, T O AESEL WO END,
11 arrived the restaurant at 7 p.m. vesterday.
9. T will reach to your office at 10 a.m. tomorrow.
3. She always consults into dictionaries to check meanings of words
4. We discussed the issue for a few hours today. |

5. He will attend for the meeting the day after tomorrow.
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