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The concentration of carbon dioxide*' in the atmosphere has changed in the past
hundred years. Before the Industrial Revolution (prior to the 19th Century), carbon dioxide
levels stayed nearly stable for thousands of years. Since human beings developed a
dependence on fossil-fuels*?, the amount of atmospheric carbon dioxide has increased
dramatically. This increase means that less long-wavelength energy (like heat) emitted
from the Earth can escape to space. Many scientists believe this can lead to a gradual
warming of the Earth, but others believe that different factors counteract this warming
effect. For example, cloud cover reflects sunlight before it ever reaches the Earth, thus
reducing the amount of sunlight that reaches the Earth’s surface.
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Mrs Scott bought a new house last year. The walls of the rooms had been painted a
short time before, and Mrs Scott liked the colour, but the person who had sold her the house
had taken the curtains with him, so Mrs Scott had to buy new ones, and of course she wanted
to buy ones whose colour would go with the walls of her rooms. She discovered that her
comb was exactly the same colour as these walls, so she always took it with her whenever
she went to look for cloth for curtains.

In one shop she showed the shopkeeper the comb and then looked at various cloths for
curtains for half an hour with him, until he got tired and said to her, “Madam, wouldn’t it be

easier just to buy some cloth you like, and then find a new comb to go with that?”
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