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It is now much less unusual than it was twenty years ago for a Japanese to
have close foreign friends. Tens of thousands of Japanese have studied abroad,
and others have taken advantage of opportunities to make friends with non-
Japanese they have met in Japan or elsewhere. In some cases these friendships
are stronger than those formed in Japan during childhood or at school, and it is
by no means unheard® of for Japanese to feel that their closest friends are not
other Japanese but people who reside® in distant parts of the world. For such
Japanese the friends are not merely gaijin (foreigners) but have names, and
distinctive virtues and failings®. They know that despite the difference in
nationality, these friends are worthy of affection, generosity®, and respect.

(Donald Keene : 54845 [ 9 —20&E. HAN] 12k 3)
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Japanese babies are not raised the way that Westerners may imagine.
American parents make a schedule for food and sleep, and no matter how much
babies want their bottles, they have to I . Since ] m@mb.mmm society has
so much self-discipline®, we imagine that they must be at Hmmmﬁ twice as strict
with their children. But this is not so.

The curve of life in Japan is like a wide U-shape®, and babies and the old have
the most freedom. Restrictions are slowly [ 4 | as a child gets older,
until one has the least freedom just before and after marriage. This low line

continues for many years during the adult years, but slowly rises until, after the

age of 60, men and women are controlled as little by shame as children are. In

the United States, this curve is upside down.
(Ruth Benedict : Tiifga = > [ &) @R ] 12k 3)
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1 cry decreased
2 cry increased
3 sleep decreased
4 wait decreased
5 wait increased
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A FMLTHEET —— One must draw the line somewhere.

B ABEMWTES —— A rolling stone gathers no moss*.

C BOrZsu4%r%db%. —— A baited cat may grow as fierce as a
lion.

D M- THEZ 3 —— A broken bone is the stronger when
it is well set.

E ZR%Z2E)HII-RE2ET —— Two dogs fight for a bone and the

third runs away with it.
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