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7. The Security Council,

Having determined that the armed attack upon the Republic of Korea by forces from [A]
constitutes a breach of the peace,

Having called for an immediate cessation of hostilities,

Having called upon the authorities in [A] to withdraw forthwith their armed forces to the
38th parallel,

Having noted from the report of the United Nations Commission on Korea that the
authorities in [A] have neither ceased hostilities nor withdrawn their armed forces to the 38th
parallel, and that urgent military measures are required to restore international peace and
security,

Having noted the appeal from the Republic of Korea to the United Nations for immediate
and effective steps to secure peace and security,

Recommends that the Members of the United Nations furnish such assistance to the Republic
of Korea as may be necessary to repel the armed attack and to restore international peace and

security in the area.

A . The Security Council, [Hlg]

Deeply concerned at the dangerous level of tension between [B] and the United States of
America, which could have grave consequences for international peace and security, [FH#]

Conscious of the responsibility of States to refrain in their international relations from the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any State, or
in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the solemn obligation of all States parties to both the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations of 1961 and the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963 to
respect the inviolability of diplomatic personnel and the premises of their missions.

1. Urgently calls upon the Government of [B] to release immediately the personnel of the
Embassy of the United States of America being held at [C], to provide them with protection

and to allow them to leave the country; [##&]



7 . The Security Council, [HH%])

Conscious also of the statements by [D] threatening to use weapons in violation of its
obligations under the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on
17 June 1925, and of its prior use of chemical weapons, and affirming that grave consequences
would follow any further use by [D] of such weapons,

Recalling that [D] has subscribed to the Final Declaration adopted by all States
participating in the Conference of States Parties to the 1925 Geneva Protocol and Other
Interested States, held in Paris from 7 to 11 January 1989, establishing the objective of
universal elimination of chemical and biological weapons, [Fi])

14. Notes that the actions to be taken by [D] in paragraphs 8 to 13 represent steps
towards the goal of establishing in the Middle East a zone free from weapons of mass
destruction and all missiles for their delivery and the objective of a global ban on chemical

weapons; [#I])
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[No. T71] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

In an age in which life has been street-mapped to the ends of the earth, it is a rare
moment indeed: the discovery of uncharted waterfalls on a river in a G8 country.

Adam Shoalts was canoeing along a section of the Again river in northern Canada when
he found himself hurtling down 12 metres (40ft) into swirling white water. The tumble
ruined his boat but piqued his curiosity. The waterfall could well be the largest discovered
in Canada in 100 years. Shoalts went on to discover six other falls on the river.

Shoalts is now planning to revisit his inadvertent discovery to plot and measure the falls.
With financial backing from the Royal Canadian Geographical Society (RCGS), his work
will be used to update maps for one of the least explored and most remote areas in the world.

“Many organisations are just sponsoring athletic contests, like going to the north pole ...
routes and journeys that have been done many times before,” he said.

Since his first canoe expedition in 2004, Shoalts has uncovered rock carvings in British
Columbia; spent 40 days cataloguing amphibians in the Amazon; and dodged polar bears on a
newly paddled Again tributary that he hopes to name.

“We clearly still have gems to be revealed,” said Michael Schmidt, the vice-chair of the
RCGS expedition committee. “Perhaps it’s not to the magnitude of what explorers would
have seen 150 years ago. But there is still much to be discovered.”

Returning to the falls he found last year will be a harrowing one-man journey for
Shoalts, harking back to treacherous wildernesses faced by early explorers. The Hudson
Bay lowlands are roughly the same size as Britain but with a population density of fewer
than one person per 50 sq km.

Without adequate landing for float planes, reaching the Again’s headwaters means
skirting the dangerous Kattawagami river, which claimed a canoeist’s life in 2006, paddling
upstream against Shoalts’s unnamed tributary and carrying a boat through the world’s third
largest wetland.

“It is such a nightmare to reach the Again,” he said. “I guess that’s the reason these
areas ... have been passed over or skipped.”

But old mapping techniques share the blame, Schmidt explained. Our knowledge of the



Again’s topography, like that of much of Canada, relies on aerial photographs from the
1960s. The Geological Survey of Canada, responsible for topographic updates, will add
Shoalts’s plotted waterfalls pending verification from Spot satellite imagery.

“There’s still a lot of work left to be done. That’s reality,” said Shoalts. “Canada’s so
vast. Even if I do this the rest of my life, all my work would still only be a drop in the

bucket.”

1. Shoalts found a new waterfall when he was updating a map for the Royal Canadian
Geographical Society.

2. Shoalts’s exploration was originally funded by an athletic scholarship but he was
frustrated by its limited scope.

3. Before Shoalts began canoeing expeditions he engaged in zoological work in the
Amazon.

4. According to Shoalts, one reason the waterfalls were not discovered earlier is because
the Again river is difficult to access.

5. New technology has enabled geographers to successfully update earlier maps of most

areas of the Canadian wilderness.



[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Philadelphia has a murder rate more than four times New York’s. To curb the mayhem,
the police are resorting to an old-fashioned technique. Instead of insisting that officers cruise
around in cars, the city is sending rookies out on foot. If they constantly patrol the same
troubled neighbourhood, goes the theory, they will understand it better and keep it safer.
The results are encouraging.

Mike Farrell and Brian Nolan patrol the 22nd district, one of the roughest. A
four-square-mile warren of densely packed terrace houses and public-housing projects, it saw
35 murders last year, not to mention many robberies, assaults and drug deals. The pavement
is littered with broken glass and ketchup packets. Hip-hop and soul blast out of open
windows and parked cars.

But the officers, square-jawed white men in a nearly all-black neighbourhood, don’t balk
at their surroundings. They kick balls with kids, banter with families sitting on front steps
and rouse drunks from the steps of boarded-up shops: “Are you OK, ma’am? Are you
diabetic? On drugs?”

By talking to locals, they foster trust. “Jazz the Barber”, who owns a local salon, is
appreciative. “They make the area safer,” he says. “There used to be lots of robberies and
home invasions around here. But now the police are seen, as opposed to when they’re just
driving past. I think it’s cool.” Patrolling the district can be an eye-opener for new officers,
says Sergeant Bisarat Worede, who has been in charge of the foot patrols since late 2010. It
shows rookies that there are good people even in bad parts of town.

And it seems to work. By mid-June there had been seven homicides in the 22nd district
in 2013, compared with 20 at that point last year. Burglaries had dropped from 373 to 283,
aggravated assaults from 352 to 304, and 54 people had been shot, against 77 in 2012.

Philadelphia’s foot-patrol strategy was developed after a study in 2009 by criminologists
from Temple University, which is in the 22nd district. A randomised trial overturned the
conventional view that foot patrols make locals like the police more and fear crime less, but
do not actually reduce crime. In targeted areas, violent crime decreased by 23%.

Crime has been falling in many cities, and for a variety of reasons. The population is
ageing. Police are using data more shrewdly. Private security has proliferated: shops have
cameras, houses have burglar alarms and cars have immobilisers. It is hard to disentangle
the effect of any single crime-fighting technique. But foot patrols have some thoughtful

backers.



Such patrols work best if officers return to the same street several times in each shift,
says Jerry Ratcliffe, director of Temple’s Centre for Security and Crime Science. A good
officer will soon know everybody on his beat. It is important to “spend time just standing on
a street corner, chatting to people, getting a feel for the tempo and rhythm of a place.” Foot
patrols work best in dense neighbourhoods, says Mr Ratcliffe, where many people cannot

afford air conditioning and so socialise on the street.

1. In Philadelphia a group of newly employed young police officers proposed the idea of
patrolling the city on foot in spite of the conventional view that foot patrols do not reduce
crime.

2. Foot patrols conducted in Philadelphia have been effective in fostering trust in the
police, but not in reducing crime.

3. The effectiveness of foot patrols by white policemen in a nearly all-black neighbourhood
is doubtful due to mutual distrust between white and black people.

4. Policemen on foot patrol should appear in as many neighbourhoods as possible and
avoid visiting the same street twice in one shift in order to effectively prevent crime.

5. Foot patrols are expected to help policemen understand the patrolled neighbourhood

better, as well as reduce crime there.



[No. 73] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The HS2 high-speed rail project could nearly double in cost to £80bn and should be
dropped, a report has warned.

The Institute for Economic Affairs (IEA), a free-market thinktank, said that the
proposed north-south rail link defied economic logic, adding to growing doubts about the
scheme’s viability.

The credibility of HS2 was undermined in June when the government revealed that its
price tag had risen by £ 10bn, or 3094, to £42.6bn.

The IEA said the final budget could spiral further because of several factors, including:
changing routes and carrying out more tunnelling to placate opposition groups;
compensation for towns and cities bypassed by the line; and regeneration grants awarded
along the line.

The report’s author, IEA director Dr Richard Welling, said: “The evidence is now
overwhelming that this will be unbelievably costly to the taxpayer while delivering
incredibly poor value for money. It’s shameful that, at a time of such financial difficulty for
many families, the government is caving in to lobbying from businesses, local councils and
self-interested politicians more concerned with winning votes than governing in the national
interest.”

The first phase of HS2, due to open by 2026, will feature trains running 250 miles per
hour from London to Birmingham, followed by a second development that would take it to
Manchester and Leeds by 2033.

However, the revelation of a £ 10bn increase in HS2’s budget has threatened the political
consensus that HS2 will be positive for the UK economy.

Lord Mandelson, the former business secretary, described the project as an “expensive
mistake.”

His intervention prompted his former cabinet colleague and architect of HS2, Lord
Adonis, to warn that abandoning the scheme would “close Britain for business.”

In June a House of Commons vote saw 37 Members of Parliament vote against the HS2
bill, 21 of them from the Conservative party. Opposition to the proposal is particularly
strong in the home counties, along the route of HS2’s first phase.

A spokesman for the Department for Transport said: “HS2 is absolutely vital for this
country, providing a huge economic boost which will generate a return on investment that

will continue paying back for generations to come. Without it the key rail routes connecting



London, the Midlands and the North will be overwhelmed. HS2 will provide the capacity
needed in a way that will generate hundreds of thousands of jobs and billions of pounds
worth of economic benefits. The government is committed to managing the cost within the

budget we have set for the project.”

1. Dr Richard Welling, director of the Institute for Economic Affairs, criticised the
high-speed rail project as too expensive while generating only small benefits to the UK
economy.

2. The government admitted that the cost of the high-speed rail project would be double the
original budget.

3. Strong objection has been made to the high-speed rail project by those Members of
Parliament who are from the counties located along the planned route between Manchester
and Leeds.

4. The government shares, with all of Parliament, the view that the high-speed rail project
is vital for boosting the UK economy.

5. The government believes that the high-speed rail project should be implemented in order

to improve the UK economy no matter how much it will cost.



[No. 74) Select the appropriate combination of prepositions to fill in the blanks of the

following passage.

Susuki are (A ) the most common local roadside weeds. Susuki seeds fall on any
newly opened area, and quickly develop ( B ) dense, extensive plant communities called
susukinohara, or susuki grassfields. ( C ) natural conditions, susuki grassfields quickly
form in areas where a forest has been destroyed ( D ) wind or fire. However, the susuki

communities usually last ( E ) only a decade or so.

A B C D E
1. in into Under throughout for
2. among into Under by until
3. in to Beneath by until
4. in to Beneath throughout until
5. among into Under by for

[No. 75] Select the sentence which is grammatically correct.

1. Economics are the study of the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and
services.

Paul helped carry my three baggages up to the fourth floor.

We must devise a means of identifying potential weaknesses.

My living room has too many furnitures so it is hard to walk around.

[ B S R NG

. The office requested that I itemize much equipments we purchased.
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[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

For 75 years, Finland’s expectant mothers have been given a box by the state. The
maternity package contains bodysuits, a sleeping bag, outdoor gear, bathing products for the
baby, as well as nappies, bedding and a small mattress. With the mattress in the bottom, the
box becomes a baby’s first bed. Many children, from all social backgrounds, have their first
naps within the box’s four cardboard walls.

Mothers have a choice between taking the box or a cash grant, currently set at 140
euros, but 95% opt for the box as it’s worth much more. The tradition dates back to 1938.
To begin with, the scheme was only available to families on low incomes, but that changed
in 1949.

“To get the grant, or maternity box, mothers had to visit a doctor or municipal pre-natal
clinic before their fourth month of pregnancy,” says Heidi Liesivesi, who works at the Social
Insurance Institution of Finland. So the box provided mothers with what they needed to look
after their baby, but it also helped steer pregnant women into the arms of the doctors and
nurses of Finland’s nascent welfare state.

In the 1930s Finland was a poor country and infant mortality was high — 65 out of 1,000
babies died. But the figures improved rapidly in the decades that followed. Mika Gissler, a
professor at the National Institute for Health and Welfare in Helsinki, gives several reasons
for this — the maternity box and pre-natal care for all women in the 1940s, followed in the
60s by a national health insurance system and the central hospital network. Finland now has
one of the world’s lowest infant mortality rates.

The box is now an established part of the Finnish rite of passage towards motherhood.
“It’s easy to know what year babies were born in, because the clothing in the box changes a
little every year. It’s nice to compare and think, ‘Ah that kid was born in the same year as
mine’,” says Titta Vayrynen, a 35-year-old mother with two young boys.

When she had her second boy, Vayrynen opted for the cash grant instead of the box and
just re-used the clothes worn by her first. A boy can pass on clothes to a girl too, and vice
versa, because the colours are deliberately gender-neutral.

The contents of the box have changed a good deal over the years, reflecting changing



times. During the 30s and 40s, it contained fabric because mothers were accustomed to
making the baby’s clothes. The 50s saw an increase in the number of ready-made clothes,
and in the 60s and 70s these began to be made from new stretchy fabrics.

Encouraging good parenting has been part of the maternity box policy all along.
“Babies used to sleep in the same bed as their parents and it was recommended that they
stop,” says Panu Pulma, professor in Finnish and Nordic History at the University of
Helsinki. “Including the box as a bed meant people started to let their babies sleep
separately from them.”

At a certain point, baby bottles and dummies were removed to promote breastfeeding.
“One of the main goals of the whole system was to get women to breastfeed more,” Pulma
says. He also thinks including a picture book has had a positive effect, encouraging children
to handle books, and, one day, to read.

And in addition to all this, Pulma says, the box is a symbol. A symbol of the idea of

equality, and of the importance of children.

1. One positive effect of providing a maternity box to expectant mothers was to encourage
them to visit a medical facility before their baby was born.

2. The infant mortality rate was high in Finland in the 1930s because poor women could
not receive the maternity boxes until the 1940s.

3. The clothing and toys in each maternity box is slightly different, and mothers can
specify whether they would like clothing and toys for a girl or a boy.

4. In the 60s and 70s mothers began once more to make their own baby’s clothes from
stretchy fabrics.

5. Professor Pulma hopes that the maternity boxes will also include picture books in the

future, to encourage children to read.



[No. T77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

At a few minutes before ten on the morning of August 6th, some two dozen smartly
attired men and women slowly assemble on the fourth floor of 101 Union Avenue in
downtown Harare. They gather in a small room around a chain of wooden tables waiting
for the start of the day’s trading on the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange (ZSE).

African stockmarkets have been hot this year in part because of growing interest from
rich-world investors who want exposure to the continent’s fast-growing economies.
Zimbabwe has one of the largest of Africa’s so-called frontier markets, even though only a
half-dozen or so of the 70-odd listed companies are big enough to interest foreign investors.

The market’s volumes do not warrant an expensive electronic-trading system or, for that
matter, a long trading day. So each weekday morning a small group of brokers gather
around the tables for about an hour to trade stocks the old-fashioned way, by calling out
“buy” or “sell” orders face to face.

Murray Lynton-Edwards has been trading stocks in Harare for almost two decades and
now runs his own firm. When he began his career there were only four or five firms trading
on the ZSE, he says. But as the inflation rate in Zimbabwe exploded in 2008, locals used
equities as a store of wealth in place of banknotes that quickly lost their value. The number
of brokers grew to handle the extra trading. The adoption in 2009 of the US dollar as
Zimbabwe’s main currency cured inflation and drew in foreign investors for locals to sell to.
For a while this helped to support market turnover. But now the pickings are slimmer and
have to be shared between 19 registered brokers on the exchange.

On this Tuesday morning there is a notable absence of bull-market fever. The previous
day the main index had fallen by 119§ as foreign investors sold stocks in response to the
weekend’s news that Robert Mugabe (not known for his careful stewardship of the economy)
had won Zimbabwe’s presidential election by a thumping margin. Trading is brisk but not
frenetic. There is enough interest from buy-the-dip investors to keep today’s fall in the main
index to just 1.79.

Prices are set by auction. A trader calls out: “I'll sell Meikles at 32 cents”, testing the
market for shares in a conglomerate that owns Zimbabwe’s second-largest retailer. Onard
Mazorodze, the trader for Lynton-Edwards Stockbrokers, sees his chance. “I’ll buy at 26.”
The offers fall, first to 27.75c, and then lower. Mr Mazorodze senses he is the only buyer and
sticks to his 26c bid. The banter suggests that other traders realise it, too. “He wants to

clean people out at 26 and book over,” says one. No one else bids higher. A deal is struck at



26c¢, a good price for Mr Mazorodze’s client.

Both buyer and seller scribble the details of the transaction onto their pads. Trading
slips are collected every ten minutes or so by a clerk and will be matched when the market
closes. At 10.45 am the room suddenly falls silent. There is time for one final deal to be

struck and then the traders drift quietly from the room.

1. Foreign investors are particularly interested in trading on the Zimbabwe Stock
Exchange because it lists more than 70 companies for them to invest in.

2. The rapid growth of African economies has tempted foreign investors to trade on
stockmarkets on the continent.

3. Due to the recent increase in transactions, the installment of an electronic-trading system
on the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange is under consideration.

4. The volume of equities trading among locals in Zimbabwe did not grow until the US
dollar was adopted as the country’s main currency and as a result foreign investors started
to participate in the trading.

5. Stock prices did not fall on that Tuesday as much as the previous day, since foreign
investors realised that the recently elected president of Zimbabwe would not have an

unfavorable impact on its economy.



[No. 78] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The Gallic community in the Special Administrative Region (SAR) of Hong Kong has
undergone dramatic changes, particularly over the past decade. Since 2003, the number of
French nationals listed under consulate records has grown by an average of 8.49% a year and
currently stands at 10,789. As not all passport holders register, the figure is believed to be
closer to 16,000. It is the largest French community in Asia and the second largest outside of
France.

Romain Carlevan, a doctoral student at the City University of Hong Kong, turned down
a scholarship to Cambridge so he could move to Asia. “It’s the fusion of East and West,” he
says. “It’s much easier for a Westerner to discover Asia through Hong Kong.”

Carlevan was surprised that there was a big French community in Hong Kong, but it
wasn’t always like that. Jean-Yves Chatté, who moved to the SAR from Bordeaux with his
family in 1989, estimates that there were only 2,000 or so French expatriates when he arrived.
For the fresh batches heading over, he says, “it’s much easier to network because there are
so many French people in Hong Kong nowadays.” He first started traveling to Asia in 1986,
and in a few years persuaded his then employer to set up an office in the region — which at
the time was largely an untapped market.

Chatté’s three children have spent most of their lives in the SAR. “They’ve been here for
so long, it’s their home,” he says. Nearly 609 of the city’s other French nationals have
likewise chosen to stay in Hong Kong for more than five years, according to the French
consulate. The French International School struggles to keep up with demand for school
places, and is waiting on approval to start building a new facility.

French exports to the SAR in 2012 were valued at $7.7 billion, triple the value from three
years prior, and French businesses now employ 8% of the workforce at foreign companies in
the city. Members at the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Hong Kong have
more than doubled since 2003, making it the largest European chamber in the city.

Hong Kong also remains a viable option for many French youths. The global economic
downturn saw France in dire straits: double-digit unemployment, businesses mired in red
tape and conservative spending habits. The SAR, by contrast, offers a stable economic
outlook, ease in starting companies and a market still receptive to luxury goods.

That movement into Hong Kong is getting another boost starting this month as the
governments of France and the SAR begin implementing a small-scale working-holiday

scheme. The agreement paves the way for passport holders from each signatory between the



ages of 18 and 30 to take up employment for 12 months without formal working visas.
Capped at 200 participants per year from each side, the program is geared toward rising
demand from students and young professionals looking to make the foray into foreign
territory.

But as the French arrive in Hong Kong in ever larger numbers, competition has likewise
surged. “When I came here, the French community was fairly small. Now, with so many
French here, I think the French people lost their uniqueness,” says Philippe Buchle, a liquor
exporter who has lived in Hong Kong for 20 years. He adds a word of caution to
newcomers: “Don’t come here expecting that because you're French, you're going to easily
land a job.” Chatté, for his part, reckons that ultimately “the market will give the answer”
on when the Gallic rush to Hong Kong is set to slow. For now, at least, all signs seem to be

pointing to full-speed ahead.

1. French consulate records provide an accurate assessment of the number of French
nationals living in Hong Kong since long-term residents are required to register.

2. Jean-Yves Chatté was sent to Hong Kong by his employer to set up an office there
despite his initial opposition.

3. According to the French consulate, more than half of the French people in Hong Kong
have lived there for more than five years.

4. The number of French businesses in Hong Kong in 2012 was three times that of three
years previously.

5. Many of the French people who end up staying in Hong Kong originally went there on a

working-holiday program.



[No. T79] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

Today, we have the capacity to “save” so many of our experiences. Remnants of our
lives are preserved not just in our attics and garages but in our photo-sharing services, e-mail
folders, Facebook albums and Twitter posts. But how many of those trillions of pieces of
information will we ever sit down and reexamine? And if we record every moment of our
lives, what will our memories be for?

These questions aren’t new; data-dumping is an ancient practice. In 1897, Cambridge
professor Solomon Schechter discovered a trove of medieval documents in a 900-year-old
Cairo synagogue. Because of a religious law against destroying texts inscribed with God’s
name, this synagogue, like many Jewish communities to this day, had a storage space called
a genizah, meaning “hiding place,” to keep damaged or discarded documents before burying
them. Unlike most communities, the Jews of Cairo saved not only sacred writings but
anything written in Hebrew letters — and they hadn’t cleaned out their genizah in 900 years.
When Schechter opened the second-story hatch leading to the 12-by-14-foot space, he looked
down into a cloud of dust. Beneath the dust was a well of loose paper more than 20 feet
deep.

Schechter brought about 190,000 of the room’s documents back to Cambridge. Some of
these were priceless treasures: first drafts of major philosophical works, personal letters
from historic figures, forgotten poetry by world-class talents, unknown versions of biblical
texts. But most were sales receipts, love notes, children’s schoolwork, business inventories,
medical prescriptions and other fragments of daily life.

You could think of the Cairo Genizah, as it came to be called, as an archive. But it is
more like a medieval Facebook, crammed with so much mundane junk that one could
reconstruct an entire world from it. Schechter sensed that possibility. But after spending
five years sifting out the genizah’s most obvious treasures, he felt he was drowning.

When Schechter abandoned Cambridge to become president of the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York, most of the documents he left behind were neglected for the next
half-century, some even stored in crates marked “Rubbish.” The collection wasn’t
completely catalogued for more than 70 years.

The Jews of medieval Cairo had an excuse for saving everything: They regarded their
language as infused with holiness. But what’s our excuse? Beyond narcissism, do we have a
reason for documenting every instant of our lives? What is it about data-dumping that we

find so compelling and necessary?



Perhaps it is a fear of mortality. The Egyptian pharaohs filled their tombs with images
and texts representing all they hoped to carry from one world to the next. If we could just
save everything, we similarly hope, then all our momentary encounters — the delicious
dinner that will become a pile of dirty dishes, the glowing sunset that will fade into darkness,
the crawling baby who will grow up faster than we can imagine — will remain unchanging,
stored for eternity in some metaphysical space beyond time. No wonder we call it “the
cloud.”

What is lost in that cloud is the art of forgetting, the selective memory that distinguishes
trash from treasure. If my husband and I were to print all our photos from our four
children’s lives, the resulting albums would easily fill a room — and our oldest is only 8.
Saving everything, it turns out, is eerily similar to saving nothing, especially when there are
no British academics waiting to catalogue our joys and woes. In sheer quantity of data,
many people’s personal records may come to resemble that room in Cairo: a bottomless well

of mostly trivial information, its treasures concealed in a cloud.

1. Documents in the 900-year-old Cairo synagogue were kept in a genizah because it was
forbidden to bury sacred texts.

2. Solomon Schechter spent five years looking through 190,000 documents and choosing
which to bring to Cambridge for further examination.

3. Despite Schechter’s important preliminary work, when he left Cambridge to assume a
position in New York, cataloguing work came to a halt and was only finally completed 70
years ago.

4. Like the Jews of medieval Cairo, Egyptian pharaohs held a narcissistic belief that failure
to properly store images and texts would result in the death of civilization.

5. The tremendous amount of personal data saved by people today makes it difficult to

locate the records of those memories truly worth cherishing.



[No. 80] Select the statement which best corresponds to the argument made in the

following passage.

Rarely does the U.S. Senate reject a treaty. But on December 4, 2012, it did just that,
blocking ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
President Barack Obama had argued that by joining, the United States would “reaffirm
America’s position as the global leader on disability rights” and help inspire other countries
to improve their treatment of the disabled. Skeptics asked why ratification would prove
more inspirational than the U.S. domestic laws already on the books. When skeptics also
warned of the effect on U.S. sovereignty, supporters stressed that the treaty imposed no
burdensome requirements. That was a peculiar argument, for if the treaty lacks substance,
then there is no point in ratifying it, and if it makes substantive demands on the parties, then
the concerns about sovereignty are well founded.

What little news coverage the Senate vote did garner tended to describe the treaty’s
supporters as sympathetic to the disabled and its opponents as insensitive. Little light was
shed on why any senator would appear to subordinate the interests of the disabled to an
ideological abstraction such as sovereignty. But what sank the treaty was not heartlessness,
nor was it any abstract quibble. Rather, opponents were worried about something practical
and fundamental: whether U.S. laws should be made by politicians held accountable to
Americans through the ballot box or by unaccountable officials in multinational
organizations. If the treaty has a practical effect, it will be due in large part to
interpretations made by foreign government officials and judges and by nongovernmental
organizations, none answerable to American voters.

This is not to say that international agreements should never become part of domestic
law. After all, the U.S. Constitution specifies that treaties, together with the Constitution
itself and federal statutes, are “the supreme law of the land.” But in some areas, the United
States has no compelling interest in involving itself in other countries’ debates, nor would it
welcome interference in its own. Policy toward the disabled falls into this category, because
assistance often involves expenditures, such as for cutting sidewalks to accommodate
wheelchairs. Although the United States has proudly and properly led the way in promoting
greater accessibility for the disabled, a sovereign country has the right to consider the
relevant tradeoffs and come up with its own budget. It should not make a vague
international legal commitment to a certain standard of care for the disabled and then be
subject to outside complaints that it did not take more money away from, say, programs for

feeding hungry children.



Nothing should stop the president from encouraging other countries to follow the United
States’ example on policy toward the disabled. But if he starts interpreting the disabilities
convention as mandating what their laws should require as to wheelchair ramps and shower
rails and how much they should spend on such items, then he is crossing the line into
becoming an officious nuisance — and inviting others to meddle in U.S. affairs. If officials
are going to make rules for Americans on such matters, those officials should be Americans,

democratically accountable to voters.

1. The U.S. Senate was insensitive enough to refuse ratification of the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and thus missed an opportunity to improve the
treatment of the disabled.

2. The U.S. Senate blocked ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities simply because the country had already enacted laws of a high standard
to protect the rights of the disabled.

3. The United States should not become a party to any treaty because it will deprive
American voters of the power to make laws of their own and force them to blindly follow
international agreements.

4. The U.S. Senate’s refusal to ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities was not unreasonable since, with regard to its policy toward the disabled, a
sovereign country has the right to make its own rules and to avoid committing legally to
international standards set by officials unaccountable to its voters.

5. The U.S. Senate did not ratify the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities despite the President’s supportive argument since the country must be bound,
under the UN Convention, to increase expenditure for the disabled by suspending the

budget allocated for food provision for hungry children.
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