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Cork comes from only one tree in the world, the cork oak tree, Quercus suber*'. Cork
oak forests are found in Mediterranean and Asian countries but only cork from
Mediterranean trees has the quality which is needed to make commercial products, including

the most important product — wine stoppers. Over 50% of the world’s cork is produced in

Portugal and 80% of all cork products are made there. This makes cork Portugal’s second

most important export after port wine. In fact cork is so important to the Portuguese
economy that cork trees, forests, and farmers are all protected by the law.

Cofk has been used since ancient times. Cork stoppers have been found in Egyptian,
Greek, and Roman amphorae*? where wine and olive oil were stored. The ancient Romans
wore sandals made of cork and used it to make roofs for houses, and it is still used in this
way in north Africa today. Since the 18th century, when champagne was invented by the
French monk, Dom Pérignon, cork stoppers have been used for all champagne and sparkling
wine. Today it also has é hi-tech use — it is put in the engines of NASA’s rockets because it
is an excellent insulation material against heat.

GE)  * Quercus suber 1 3N 7 {BOES
*2 gmphorae : (amphoraDEHTE) I > FiFE DOIF

1. aa s, HNEE 7 VT OER AR TH B2, BAERINT T VT HEO b O
3,
2.ﬁﬁ®JW7@w%Miﬁﬁw%ﬁwT$Eén,%@étﬁ?%ymzw7ﬁkﬁéo

3. HFRZYFY, FUvr»Po—vCRIANZEOOERFERAEN T,

4, aN7 OITEMBRELE LT, 18HRIZA 5 ) 7 OEELRY » v RV EAID H LT,
5. a2k, BEMERERTHLERD NASAQT Y » PO Y ZBFERIRTVE,




[No. 7] ROXOWHFELAHT2b0ELTHRLELROREND,

The Western custom of shaking hands has been widely accepted in Japan — but although
done in virtually all segments of Japanese society, it has not replaced the traditional bow or
reduced the bow’s overall importance.

Many Japanese use a smooth combination of bowing and shaking hands. There are,
however, specific situations when the bow takes precedence over the handshake. These
include formal events, especially those involving groups of people and dignitaries* when
shaking hands with each individual is not practical.

A Seemingly all Japanese people, including women, now automatically shake hands with
foreigners. They may also combine a handshake with a bow when meeting foreigners for the
first time, especially if they are interested in establishing a business relationship with them.
In this case the bow serves to demonstrate ‘additional politeness and sincerity. However,
Japanese generally dispense with*? the bow altogether when meeting someone they know or
during informal and casual occasions. ‘
() **dignitary : ®EOA
*2 dispense with~ : ~%Z L THF %+
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