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The “science communication problem” has yielded abundant new research into how
people decide what to believe — and why they so often don’t accept the expert consensus.
It’s not that they can’t grasp it, according to Dan Kahan of Yale University. In one study he
asked 1,540 Americans, a representative sample, to rate the threat of climate change on a
scale of zero to 10. Then he correlated that with the subjects’ science literacy. He found that
higher literacy was associated with stronger views — at both ends of the spectrum. Science
literacy promoted polarization™' on climate, not consensus. According to Kahan, that’s because
people tend to use scientific knowledge to reinforce their worldviews.

*27 and

Americans fall into two basic camps, Kahan says. Those with a more “egalitarian
“communitarian” mind-set are generally suspicious of industry and apt to think it’s up to
something dangerous that calls for government regulation; they're likely to see the risks of
climate change. In contrast, people with a “hierarchical” and “individualistic” mind-set
respect leaders of industry and don’t like government interfering in their affairs; they’re apt
to reject warnings about climate change, because they know what accepting them could lead
to — some kind of tax or regulation to limit emissions.

In the United States, climate change has become a litmus test that identifies you as
belonging to one or the other of these two antagonistic*® tribes. When we argue about it,
Kahan says, we're actually arguing about who we are, what our crowd is. We're thinking:
People like us believe this. People like that do not believe this.

Science appeals to our rational brain, but our beliefs are motivated largely by emotion,
and the biggest motivation is remaining tight with our peers. “We’re all in high school. We've
never left high school,” says Marcia McNutt. “People still have a need to fit in, and that need
to fit in is so strong that local values and local opinions are always trumping** science. And
they will continue to trump science, especially when there is no clear downside to ignoring
science.”

() *!'polarization : Zffi{t.  *?egalitarian : FHEEHED *3 antagonistic : #3729 %
**trump ¢ ~ZEANT
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The culture of “time macho” — a relentless competition to work harder, stay later, pull
more all-nighters, travel around the world and bill the extra hours that the international
date line affords you — remains astonishingly prevalent among professionals today. Nothing
captures the belief that more time equals more value better than the cult of billable hours
afflicting™! large law firms across the country and providing exactly the wrong incentives
for employees who hope to integrate work and family. Yet even in industries that don’t
explicitly reward sheer quantity of hours spent on the job, the pressure to arrive early, stay
late, and be available, always, for in-person meetings at 11 a.m. on Saturdays can be intense.
Indeed, by some measures, the problem has gotten worse over time: a study by the Center
for American Progress reports that nationwide, the share of all professionals — women and
men — working more than 50 hours a week has increased since the late 1970s. (& HB&)

Long hours are one thing, and realistically, they are often unavoidable. But do they
really need to be spent at the office? To be sure, being in the office some of the time is
beneficial. In-person meetings can be far more efficient than phone or e-mail tag; trust and
collegiality *? are much more easily built up around the same physical table; and spontaneous
conversations often generate good ideas and lasting relationships. Still, armed with e-mail,
instant messaging, phones, and videoconferencing technology, we should be able to move to
a culture where the office is a base of operations more than the required locus™*? of work.

Being able to work from home — in the evening after children are put to bed, or during
their sick days or snow days, and at least some of the time on weekends — can be the key,
for mothers, to carrying your full load versus letting a team down at crucial moments. State-
of-the-art videoconferencing facilities can dramatically reduce the need for long business
trips. These technologies are making inroads, and allowing easier integration of work and
family life. Yet our work culture still remains more office-centered than it needs to be,
especially in light of technological advances. One way to change that is by changing the
“default rules” that govern office work — the baseline expectations about when, where, and
how work will be done.

() *lafflict: ~ZME T *2 collegiality : [RMERIDWHH - 7 71B%

*3locus : BT, fiiE
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I sit writing this on a bank holiday, one of nine such public holidays we have in Ireland
every year. Many of them coincide with religious holidays, such as Christmas Day, but most
are bonus holidays that have their origins in the 1870s, when the government — then British
— decided banks should close on specific days of the year. This meant businesses would
shut too and overworked Victorian labourers would get some well-earned rest. {tf %)

Sadly, the bank holiday is one of only a few things we have to be grateful for when it
comes to the banks, especially in Ireland where people are still counting the cost of the
near-collapse of our banking system in 2008.

There are many idioms around banking and finance in English. Many of them get across
the idea of trust and security — which is why you put your money in the bank in the first
place. When you are “banking on” something, you are depending on it. “You can take that to
the bank,” you might be told when being assured of something. Credit itself means trust and
when you find something “incredible” it means you don’t believe it — you don’t credit it to
be true. Credit in finance is the trust placed in you to pay back money that you’ve borrowed.

Banks borrow money from one another as well, of course, but all that ground to a halt
with the “credit crunch” of 2007-2008, when the banks suddenly stopped trusting each other.
Much of the banking vocabulary that has crept into English since the global financial crisis
centres around mistrust and fear. {ff #%)

Financial institutions were facing huge losses and these “zombie banks” were kept on
artificial life support by governments. Many were considered “too big to fail” and what we
all believed to be the rules of capitalism were suspended as billions in public funds were
pumped into private companies in taxpayer-backed “bailouts.”

The €64 billion rescue of the Irish banks has cost every Irish citizen €9,000 in wage cuts

and tax hikes. It’s enough to ruin your bank holiday.
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Penguins, like other birds that live in a cold climate, have adaptations to avoid

losing too much heat and to preserve a central body temperature of about 40°C.

7 : However, penguins also have ‘counter-current heat exchangers’ at the top of the legs.
Arteries*! supplying warm blood to the feet break up into many small vessels*? that are

3 vessels bringing cold blood back from the

closely allied to similar numbers of venous*
feet.

4 : Humans can do this too, which is why our hands and feet become white when we are
cold and pink when warm. Control is very sophisticated and involves the hypothalamus™**
and various nervous and hormonal systems.

77 : The feet pose particular problems since they cannot be covered with insulation in the
form of feathers or blubber, yet have a big surface area (similar considerations apply to
cold-climate mammals such as polar bears).

T : Two mechanisms are at work. First, the penguin can control the rate of blood flow to the

feet by varying the diameter of arterial vessels supplying the blood. In cold conditions

the flow is reduced, when it is warm the flow increases.

Heat flows from the warm blood to the cold blood, so little of it is carried down the

feet.

(%) *'artery : Bk “2yessel : (MRAEZEI)E *3 venous : #lRD
*4 hypothalamus : & N
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Consider your current consumption of milk and wine. Now imagine that two new taxes
will be introduced tomorrow. One will cut the price of wine by 50 percent, and the other
will increase the price of milk by 100 percent. What do you think will happen? These price
changes will surely affect consumption, and many people will walk around slightly happier
and with less calcium. But now imagine this. What if the new taxes are accompanied by
induced amnesia® for the previous prices of wine and milk? What if the prices change in
the same way, but you do not remember what you paid for these two products in the past?

I suspect that the price changes would on demand if people remembered the
previous prices and noticed the price increases; but I also suspect that without a memory for
past prices, these price changes would have a trivial effect, if any, on demand. If people had
no memory of past prices, the consumption of milk and wine would , as if the
prices had not changed. In other words, the sensitivity we show to price changes might in
fact be largely a result of our memory for the prices we have paid in the past and our desire
for coherence with our past decisions — not at all a reflection of our true preferences or our

level of demand.

(F) * amnesia : SCEHEL

7 A
1. have a tiny influence increase gradually in number
2. have a tiny influence remain essentially the same
3. make a huge impact become exceptionally different
4. make a huge impact increase gradually in number
5. make a huge impact remain essentially the same
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