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He is saying in effect: If something you do wrongs somebody else and, a
fortiori*, large numbers of people, it is so bad in itself, and so bad for you,
that nothing of good which it achieves can compensate for the evil. It may
win a victory or even a war; it may bring you everything you value, joy,
comfort, security, and long life; it may arouse the approval of those you
love, your family and friends; it may be necessary, as you think, for their
self-preservation and your own; but if it is wrong, then you must not do it.
Even if it would win the whole world, you must not do it. Your life itself
would not be worth living if you can preserve it only by wronging others.

This is a hard doctrine, and it is not surprising that the world in the last
two and a half millennia* has often, even usually, found it too hard to
follow, even while accepting it in principle. There is some evidence that
Plato* found it hard, and abundant* references show that Aristotle* could
not quite swallow it. He felt that revenge was a constant impulse in human
nature, as ineradicable* as the anger that prompted it.

(Paul Johnson fSO_c'ratesJ 2k 3)
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Mark Twain, at the end of a profoundly* meaningful life, for which he
never received a Nobel Prize, asked himself what it was we all lived for.
He came up with six words which satisfied him. They satisfy me, too. They
should satisfy you:

“The good opinion of our neighbors.”

Neighbors are people who know you, can see you, can talk to you—to
whom you may have been of some help or beneficial* stimulation*. They
are not nearly as numerous as the fans, say, of Madonna or Michael
Jordan.

To earn their good opinions, you should apply the special skills you
have learned in college, and meet the standards of decency* and honor
and fair play set by exemplary* books and elders.

It’s even money that one of you will get a Nobel Prize. Wanna* bet? It’s
only a million bucks*, but what the heck*. That’s better than a sharp stick
in the eye, as they say.

(Kurt Vonnegut [If This Isn’t Nice, What Is?]| 12 &k 5)
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Shortly after 8:00 on a crisp Saturday morning, I walked into the lobby
of Evanston Township High School. There is something about a high
school on a Saturday morning that feels the same after all these years. |
went to the school office and was directed to a study hall on the first floor.
About twenty boys and girls were already there, lined up. They were not
being allowed inside yet. I joined the line.

The two girls in front of me were showing each other snapshots from
the previous spring’s prom*. One of the girls displayed her two pencils—
the orientation booklet had instructed each of us to bring “two No.2 pencils
with erasers.” The girl said, “My mother is so bogus*. She told me, “You'd
better bring more than two. What if one of them breaks?’ I said, ‘Mom, did
you ever hear of pencil sharpeners*?’”

I sheepishly * looked down at the front pocket of my shirt, where I had

stashed* six sharpened pencils, just in case five of them broke.

We were allowed into the room. There were three adult proctors* there,
all women. One of them sat at a desk and made each of us present ID
cards with photos on them; the cards had to verify* that we were the
same people whose names were on our admission tickets. This was new; I
did not recall having to do it twenty years ago. Apparently it was to
discourage students from taking the tests for their friends.

We were instructed to sit in vertical rows, leaving an empty row
between each row of us. I found a seat; it was one of those desks that are
attached to the chair, and as I slipped into it my mind flooded with high
school memories.

(Bob Greene [Cheeseburgers] iZ& %)
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(1) 7  Hello.

1 Hello!

(2) = Thank you very much for your kind e-mail about the results of the
business negotiations meeting with ABC Compény. Your information
was very helpful.

T Thanks for the informative report on the negotiations with ABC.
We all found it to be really helpful, and we appreciate that you
went through the trouble to write it for us.

(3) & We look forward to working with both you and ABC in the
future.

71 I hope we can continue to do good business with you and ABC in
the future.

(FH{&. Malcolm Hendricks [E V3 RAHEES AT 1+ > 7« L—ILR] L DIER)
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