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There was a time when a kid just home from school would pick up a baseball and
bat from his bedroom floor, make a team from friends around the neighborhood, and
start a game, just for fun. No longer. These days, there are many kinds of organized
activities leaving little time to play.

According to research carried out over the last decade, many children have stopped
playing team sports in neighborhood groups, but at the same time parents often push
their children into team sports in organized programs. This means that there are
fewer children playing team sports in general, but more children playing on
organized teams in clubs or at school.

For example, statistics show that the number of baseball players has declined
26% over the past 10 years, while the number of children that play frequently has
risen slightly. To take another example, participation in soccer has increased 11%
over the past 10 years, while play on high school teams has risen 65%. That’s quite
a difference. Team sports today are more organized and more serious than they used
to be, and often require youngsters to schedule their school and home activities

around their sports.
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