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Public transportation has a long history in Japan. The first railways were
built in 1872. At first, Japan imported cars from Europe and America, but
only very wealthy people could buy them. Later, Japanese automakers*
started to make cheaper cars, but the public transportation system had
already been well developed, especially in the cities. People began to depend
on the trains, and the system became more and more developed.

Because there is not much space in Japan, railway lines usually have only
a single set of tracks, and before WW I *, Japanese trains were often very
late. During the war, Japan developed complicated systems for allowing
many trains to use the same tracks efficiently*.

In addition, train companies now have large numbers of employees to help
the system run smoothly, and they have installed expensive equipment and

high—tec_h computer systems to prevent delays.
(David A. Thayne [EFETEZ S =y RV OFRBHE] 12X 5)
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He was an old man who fished alone in a skiff* in the Gulf Stream®* and he
had gone eighty-four days now without a fish. In the first forty
days a boy had been with him. But after forty days without a fish the boy’s
parents had told him that the old man was now definitely and finally salao,
which is the worst form of unlucky, and the boy had gone at their orders in
another boat which caught three good fish the first week. It made the boy
to see the old man come in each day with his skiff empty and he
always went down to help him carry either the coiled lines* or the gaff* and
harpoon* and the sail that was furled* around the mast. The sail was
patched with flour sacks and, furled, it looked like the flag of permanent
defeat.
(Ernest Hemingway : AR = « HAME [HRNI V772421 1285)
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The Tokyo Central Wholesale Market handles over 2,000 tons of fish each
day. Put on some rubber-soled shoes, roll up your pants, and stride right
into this mile-a-minute market of sellers, buyers, and approximately 450
varieties of sea life drawn from the ocean depths. The downside* is that
you must come early to see the market at its chaotic best. Try to arrive
before 8 am. or aim for another day. Inside you will find every briny*
delight imaginable—from giant frozen tuna* and spiny crabs* to bulbous
octopi* and palm-sized clams*—touted* by more than 300 vendors*. Watch
out for the freight carts as they zip* up and down the aisles* and remember
that this is a work place. But you and your camera are both welcome,

although the morning tuna auction is off limits.
(Tom Dillon : B¥RHEE [FEFETHA FTHHE] 12X 5)
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