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Using an English title with only a first name also sounds funny. That is, unless you
happen to be a character in an old movie, like Gone With the Wind, as in Miss Scarlett
or Mr. Rhett. Of course in Japanese, using san with a first name is fine, so it’s easy
to get confused. In fact, san is a lot simpler than the American titles, and for that reason,
I quite like it myself. Unlike Mr. and Ms., or the old-fashioned Miss and Mrs., san has
nothing to do with gender, marital status, or age. Very democratic!

But when Japanese and non—Japanese people meet, many of us do wonder what to call our
new friend or colleague. Like most Americans, I prefer to be called by my first name, so
that’ s how I usually introduce myself. Then, probably wanting to help me feel comfortable,
the Japanese person I'm meeting will sometimes ask me to use his or her first name too,
or maybe a nickname. “Call me Kaz,” says one guy, and if we were in the U.S., I would.
But if we’ re in Japan and everyone else in the group is calling him “Tanaka-san,” it
will feel very strange for me to be the only one calling him, “Kaz.” Even if he’s using
my first name, it seems much more natural for me to call him “Tanaka—san” 1like everyone

else, even though we re mixing cultures

Title H#YFN/ Gone With the Wind [JEE H12E Y ¥all /get confused BHELT 5 /gender M (B1])
/marital status RIS BEAS - BERS 72 &) FEEIRIL/colleague [
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Very few people were coming to eat at the White Rose Restaurant, and its owner did not
know what to do. The food in his restaurant was cheap and good, but nobody seemed to want
to eat there. Then he did something, and in a few weeks his restaurant was always full
of men with their lady friends. Whenever a gentleman came in with a lady, a smiling waiter
gave each of them a beautiful menu. The menus looked exactly similar on the outside, but
there was an important difference inside. The menu that the waiter gave to the man gave
the correct price for each dish and each bottle of wine, while the menu that he gave to
the lady gave a much higher price! So when the man calmly ordered dish after dish and wine

after wine, that lady thought he was much more generous than he really was!
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* Troubles came one after (A) .
+ Some of his works are good and (B) are bad.
+ T have two T-shirts. One is white and (C) is black.

* Do you have any (D) questions?
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