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The once ironclad axiom*' that the wealthier a nation is the lower its birthrate becomes
is reversed when countriee pass a certain threshold*? of development.

Most of the two dozen nations that have passed this tipping point — including Australia,
Sweden, France, the United States and Britain — are enjoying modest baby booms, breaking
a pattern of declining fertility that has held for decades, if not longer.

If the trend holds for these and other countries moving up the socioeconomic ladder, it
could have huge and largely positive implications for what have been up to now rapidly
aging soc1et1es the researchers said. )

Most well-off natlons have long since slipped below the fertility rate needed simply to
maintain a stable population, an average of 2.1 children per woman.

The further these and other countries advanced along a widely used measure of social
progress called the Human Development Index(HDI), earlier studies showed, the fewer
babies were born per woman.

The HDI scale takes into account life expectancy, GDP per capita and literacy rates, and
runs from zero to 1.0." The 20 lowest-placed countries — all in Africa — score from 0.30 to
0‘48, and the 20 highest score from 0.93 to 0.97.

Some researchers in Philadelphia analyzed recent data from meost of the world’s nations.

to see if any new trends had emerged. What they uneovered was “a fundamental change in
the well-established negative relationship between fertility and development.”
‘ On average, national birthrates begin to bottom out when the HDI hits about 0.86 and
climb again when the development index approaches 0.95, they found.
The 12 nations highest on the index averaged just over 1.8 births per woman in 2005 and

in some cases the rate has continued to climb since then.

In 2008, France, for example, topped 2.0 for the first time in at least 40 years. Changesin '

society that make it easier for women to choose to have children are a key driver behind the
rich nation baby boom, the study suggests.
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Democracy and capitalism have been turned upside down. Capitalism has invaded
democracy. Legislation is enacted with public rationales that bear little or no relation to the
real motives of the corporations and their lobbyists who pushed for them and legislators who
voted for t}rem. Regulations, subsidies, taxes, and tax breaks are justified as being in the
“public interest” but are most often the products of fierce lobbying by businesses or

industries seeking competitive advantage over one another. The broader public is not

_involved. Citizen voices are drowned out. The public rationales mask what’s really going on

— which companies and industries gain and which lose.

At the same time, a kind of faux* democracy has invaded capitalism. Politicians and
advocates praise companies for acting “responsibly”- or condemn them for not doing so. Yet
the praise and blame are disconnected from any laws arld rules defining responsible
behavior, The rllessage that companies are moral beings with social responsibilities diverts
public attention from the task of establishing such laws and rules in the first place. It also ]
suggests. companies ére the moral equivalent to ciﬁzens who possess rights, including the
right to be represented in a democracy. The praise or blame is soon forgotten, and barely
affects the behavior of consumers or investors. Meanwhile, the real democratic process is
left to companies and industries seeking competitive advantage. .

The first step in turning democracy alnd capitalism right side up is to understand what is
real and what is make-believe.
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It was long thought that our long lifespans, combined with good nutrition and medical
care, explained why we were apparently different from other animals.” But no one had
properly looked at other animals. Now they have.

The first multispecies comparison of human aging patterns with those of chimpanzees,
gorillas and other wild primates* suggests that the pace of our aging is not so different after
all.

“There’s been this argument in the scientific literature for a long time that human aging
was unique, but we didn’t have data on aging in wild primates besides chimpanzees until
recently,” said Susan Alberts, of the National Evolutionary Synthesis Center. ‘ ‘

Alberts and her colleagues combined data from long-term studies of seven species of
" wild primates. Instead of focusing on the decline in health or fertility that comes with age,
"the team looked at the risk of dying. ‘When they compared human aging rates — measured

as the rate at which mortality risk increases with age — to similar data for nearly 3,000
individual monkeys, apes and lemurs, the human data fell neatly within the primate
continuum, ]

Human patterns of mortality, it turns out, are surprisingly similar to those of other
primates — even though wild primates don’t have health-care programs, and are exposed to
sources of mortality from which we may be protected, the scientists said.

In addition, there are also animals that live longer than us. Parrots, clams, some whales
and tortoises can surpass our mortal span. Nomnetheless, we humans are the loﬁgest-]ived
primates. .

However, even despite Japan having the longest human longevity worldwide, you will
have noticed a difference in the life expectancy of its men and women — a difference widely
reflected globally. At the time of writing, the cldest pefson in Japan is a woman, who was
born in 1896 and is 114 years old. The greatest age that any human has reached, incidentally,
is 122 — that being how old one Frenchwoman was when she died in 1997.

This pattern observed in humans is similar elsewhere.in the animal kingdom: As males
age, they die sooner than their female counterparts. .

But here’s an interesting point: The new study found that, in primates, the mortality gap
between males and females is narrowest for the species with the least amount of male-male
aggression. That species is a2 monkey called the muriqui, also known as the wbol]y spider
monkey.

Of the seven wild primates in the study, muriquis are -the only species in which males do
not fight with one another for access to mates. This might mean that the reason why males
of other species die fasteér than females is the stress and strain of competition.
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Ever since Athens transformed the Delian League*! into an empire iﬁ the fifth century
B.C., smaller allies have been torn between anxieties over abandonment or entrapment. The
fact that American allies have been able to voice their concerns helps to explain why
American alliances persisted so long after Cold War threats receded. Membership in a web
of multilateral institutions ranging from the UN to NATO has been called a constitutional
bargain. Seen in the light of a constitutional bargain, the multilateralism of American
preeminence*? was a key to its longevity, because it reduced the incentives for cor}structing
countervailing*® alliances.

But giﬁng others a voice also tempered** American objectives and made them more
acceptable to others. Former Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, one of the architects
of the Vietnam War, subsequently concluded, ‘I‘If we can’t persuade nations with comparab]é
values of the merit of our cause, we'd better re-examine our reasoning. If we'd followed that
rule in Vietnam, we wouldn't have been there. None of our allies supported us.”
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As an embryc*! develops, it e_xperiences wave upon wave of epigenetic changes. This
was thought to be’'a fixed process, but researchers now think it could be subject to external
influences, enabling a developing animal to adapt to its environment. “The foetus*? and
newhorn get information, primarily from the mother, about the world that it will grow up
into,” said a professor from the University of Auckland. But what happens if that
information is not quite right? '

. . The professor is one of a number of scientists who believe that increased rates of
obesity, heart disease and diabetes have their roots early in development; that a developing
foetus’ experience of factors such as nutrition or -stress could alter its susceptibility to -

: disease as an adult. » _

‘ A professor from Edinburgh University has shown that exposure to abnormally high

levels of stress hormones in the womb*® can alter an animal’s biclogy*‘. He explains,

“Mum’s sending a signal to junior — things are.tough out here —so you had better set up

your physiology*®, your metabdlism, vour behaviour, in order to expect trauma.” A

beneficial adaptation in the short term, but over a lifespan, these physiological changes bring

an increased risk of disease. _

And there is increasing evidence it could affect more than one ‘genel_'ation_. Influences in
severe environment may affect not just a child in the womb, but the instruction manuals of
the egg énd sperm cells which become the next generation. In northern Sweden, researchers
found that food shortaées experienced by grandfathers as children had an effect on the
longevity of their grandsons. And in the A'von Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children in '
| ' Bristol, fathers who took up smoking before puberty had sons-who were more likely to be

obese. If correct, this research could have huge implications for public health. “We really
have to focus _attention on the diet, lifestyle and wellbeing of young people, especially young
women of reproductive age,” says a professor from Southampton University.
() *'embryo : B&3E *2foetus: B8R **womb ! FE  **bioclogy : £&E
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Last August, Krugman decided to speak at the world science-fiction convention, to be
held in Montreal. Xrugman has been a science-fiction fan since he 'was a boy. At the
convention, Krugman explained that he’d become an economist because of sclence fiction.
‘When he was a boy, he'd read Isaac Asimov’s “Foundation” trilog& and become obsessed
with the central character, Hari Seldon. Seldon was a “psychohistorian” — a scientist with
such a precise understanding of the mechanics of society that he could predict the course of
events thousands of years into the future and save mankind from centuries of barbarism. He

couldn’t predict individual behavior — that was too hard —but it didn't matter, because

history was determined not by individuals but by laws and hidden forces. “If you read other

genres of fiction, you can learn about the way people ‘are and the way society is,” Krugman
said to the audience, “but you don’t get very much thinking about why are things the way
they are, or what might make them different. What would happen if?” .

With Hari Seldon in mind, Krugman went to Yale, in 1970, intending to study history,
but he felt that history was too much about what and not enough about why, so he ended up
in economics. Economics, he found, examined the same infinitely complicated social reality
‘that history did but, instead of elucidating™*' its complexity, looked for patterns and rules
that made the complexity seem simple. {FE&} ‘ A

In the nineteen-twenties and thirties, economics had been more like history: institutional
economics was dominant and emphasized the complicated interactions between political,
social, and economic institutions and the complicated motives that drove human economic
behavior. Then came the Depression, and the one question that people wanted economists to
answer was “What shoqld we do?” “The institutionalists*? said, ‘Well, it's very deep, it’s
complex; I mean, you just talk about what happened in 1890, ” Krugman says. “Keynesian
economics, which was comin;g out of the model-based tradition, basically said, ‘Push this
button.’” Push this button — print more money, spend more money — and the button-pushing
worked. Push-button economics was not only satisfying to someone of Krugman's intellectual
temperament; it was also, he realized later, politically important.
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Geetha can barely read and write. The pretty 11 vear old is the youngest child in a
poor family living in rural India. She was pulled out of school two years ago because
her father tl'iought her time would be better spent looking after the family’s goats and

doing the housework.

7 : The boys in the village attend school everyday. They pass by Geetha who walks the
narrow country road alongside her goats. “The boys tease me.” she says, “and I tell
them, go to school.”

4 : She has seen the value of education however and has ﬁ different dream for her own
children. “I will let my children study” she vows.

%7 . Government incentives in the form of books, scholarships, uniforms and even meals
made no difference. A life long struggle to survive marked by poverty and ignorance
has solidified their views. ' ‘ _

x : She Wished she could go with them. “When I was younger I thoﬁgﬁt, I"d study well and
get a job. I really wanted to bé a teacher. Now I just follow the goats.” Geetha has
little hope for her own future. Like hgr mother, she will spend her life working around
the house. ‘

A ! Geetha’s former teacher tried to convince Geetha's father and the village elders to send
girls like Geetha back to school. To no avail. “Thi;;‘. is the way it has always been, and

it will not change,‘” her father argued. “I didn’t study myself. We are simple people.”

Perhaps it is also not too late for her. Many girls in India start school at a later age
and with support from programmes organised by the Indian government and
international and local institutions, she may yet one day join the boys on their daily

walk to school.
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