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As the popularify of youth tournaments has intensified over the past decade, a peculiar
trend has emerged: girls sporting events tend to attfact more relatives and generate more
revenue for tourism than similar events for boys, a finding that is drawing increased
attention from economic development officials.

| (i)

- One city poised to capitalize '.on the situation is Chattanooga, where the mayor, Ron
Littlefield, recently unveiled an $11.8 million softball complex aimed at returning the city to
national prominence in the sport. Kirsten Grant, a 17-year-old catcher, was here to compete
in the National Softball Association Class A Eastern World Series, a softba‘ll event for girls
ranging from as young as 7 to as old as 18. The event drew 232 teams and roughly ‘7,'500
people, and city officials’ estimated that visitors would spend $3.6 million for the week.

Chattanooga once had a reputation for its quality softball facilities, but years of neglect
left the fields in poor conditidn and the city without major tournaments. So after his election
in 2005, Littlefield set out to revive the sport. He Wo'rked‘with'the city to build a softball
complex on 85 acres next to a former landfill*'. The eight fields HaVe lighting, webcams and
awnings™? to sh(élter the bleachers from the sun. The Summit of Softball complex, along
with a separate 2,500-seat softball stadiﬁm, has made the city increasingly attractive to.
groups like the National Softball Association, which operates tournaments naﬁonwidé, said
Greta Hayes, the city’s assistant director ,of.parks. Already, she said, about 20 y_outh softball
‘tournaments were scheduled for the city this season. The city held 72 youth sports
tournaments in 2008. City officials acknowledged that they did not éet out to capitalize on
the girls sports market, yet they are grateful for the added revenue that it brings. Three new
hotels have opened near the softball complex, and Littlefield said the income from sales and
hotel taxes was valuable. , '
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When it came to decorating her home, my mother was nothing if not practical. She
learned early on that children will destroy whatever you put in front of them, so for most of
my youth our furniture was chosen for its durability rather than for its beaﬁty. The one
exception was the dining room set, which fny parents bought shortly after they were married..
Should a guest eye the buffet*' for longer than a second, my mother would notice and jump
in to prompt a compliment. “You like it?” she’d ask. “It’s Scandinavian!” This, we learnéd,
Was the name of a region — a cold place where people stayed indoors.

The buffet, like the table, was an éxercise in elegant simplicity. The set was made of
teak and had been finished with tung oil. This brought out the charécter of the wood,
allowing it, at certain times of day, to practically glow. Nothing was more beautiful than
our dining room, especially after my father covered the walls with cork. It wasn’t the kind
you use on bulletin boards but somethying coarse*? and dark, the color of damp pine mulch.
Light the candles beneath the chafing dish*’, lay the table with the charcoal-textured
dinnerware we hard.ly ever used, and you had yourself a real picture.

This dining room, I liked to ﬁhink, was what my family was all about. Throughout my
childhood, it brought me great pleasure, but then I turned sixteen and decided that I didn’t
like it anymore. |

(H) *1 buffet : R84 2 coarse ! X HOHL> %3 chafing dish | & 48
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Despite its mercurial*' nature, however, the house cat is the most popular pet in the
world. A third of American households have feline** members, and more than'600 million
cats live among humans worldwide. Yet as familiar as these creatures are, a complete
understanding of their origins has proved elusive*’. Whereas other once wild animals were
domesticated for their milk, meat, wool or seryile labor, cats contribute virtually nothing in
the way of sustenance or work to human endeavor. How, then, did they become commonplace
fixtures in our homes? _ |

Scholars long believed that the ancient Egyptians were the first to keep cats as pets,
starting around 3,600 years ago. But genetic and archaeological discoveries made over the
past five years have revised this scenario — and have generated fresh insights iqto both the
ancestry of the house cat and how its relationship with humans evolved.

(i) |

In 2004 Jean-Denis Vigne of the National Museum of Natural History in Paris and his
colleagues reported unearthing** the earliest evidence suggestive of humans keeping cats as
pets. The discovery comes from the Mediterranean island of Cyprus, where 9,500 years ago
an a_dulf human of unknown gender was laid to rest in a shallow grave. An assortment of
itermns accompanied the body — stone tools, a lump of iron oxide, a handful of seashells and,
in its own tiny grave just 40 centimeters away, an eight-month-old cat, its body oriented in
the same westward direction as the human’s. ‘

Because cats are not native to most Mediterranean islands, we know that people must
have brought them over by boat, probably from the adjacent Levantine coast. Together the.
transport of cats to the island and the burial of the human with a cat indicate that people
had a special, intentional relationship with cats nearly 10,000 years ago in the Middle East.
This. lecale is consistent with the geographic origin we arrived at through our genetic
analyses. . ‘
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