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[No. 71] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following
passage. | ‘

The electric car, so long promised, may finally be pulling iﬁto your driveway. In the
U.S.,-a humbled General Motors just showed off one of its rare rays of light — the plug-in
Volt, which GM séys will get 230 miles per gallon when it hits roads in late 2010. Daimler is
trialing an electric version of its baby Smart car and claims to get the equivalent of 300
miles per gallon.‘_ In Japan this month, a conﬁden‘c Carlos Ghosn said that Nissan’s upcoming,
all-electric Leaf will get 367 miles per gallon.

Compared with those experienced players, Chinese manufacturers are like teenagers just
getting their car keys. When it comes to electric, though, that could be an advantage. The
Chinese goverﬁment knows that promoting electric vehicles could be a way to stem the
country’s rising dependence on ereign oil and clear its polluted air. At the same time,
Chinese battery companies like Lishen and Shenzhen-based BYD are looking to leverage
their technology and leap into electric cars. Foreign automakers may have a century-long
head start on conventional cars, but Chinese companies can compete on new electric
technology today — on cost and on performance. “When it comes to electric and hybrid cars,
China is challenging the automotive industfies in the Western industrial countries,” writes
Wolfgang Bernhart, a consultant with Roland Berger who estimates that electrics and plug-
ins could account for more than half the auto market‘in China by 2020. “The race for
electric mobility is just getting under way.”"

It ‘WOI"l”C be an easy race forv China to win. The VC;hinese auto industry is fractured and
weak. The domestic market is dominated by foreign‘manufacturers such as GM (which is
doing much better in Beijing than it is in Detroit) and Volkswagen. But the government in
Beijing has made it very clear that it considers electric and plug-in vehicles a priority for
Chinese companies, and it’s willing to spend. The Chinese State Council announced in
January that i\t would spend $1.6 billion over the next three years to develop alternative
fuels, and there’s already an $8,8.00 subsidy for local governments and taxi- companies that
buy electrics and hybrids — which is more than the U.S. government offers. And China‘
already makes more lithium-ion batteries — the energy-dense technology key to new electric.
cars —than any other country on the planet. “This is a priority for the Chinese
government,” says Kelly Sims Gallagher, author of the book China Shifts Gears: Automakers,

Oil, Pollution, and Development. “They see it as a pathway to a more energy-secure future.”

65—



1. Although many countries try to make electric cars, China will not follow them since its
auto industry is weak.

2. With the lack of technology the Chinese. auto. in'dustry cannot compete with foreign
manufacturers in making electric cars.

3. Being a major producer of lithium-ion batferies, China will take the lead in the

manufacturing of electric cars.

4. Those who buy electric cars in China will receive just as much in Subsidieé as in the . -

United States of America.
5. The Chinese government regards the promotion of electric cars as a way to reduce the

country’s dependence on foreign oil.



[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following
passage.

As the economy remains weak across the globe, a growing number of budget-minded
business travelers are shifting to lower-price hotels, either by choice or because their bosses
are telling them to.

The biggest beneficiaries of the shift, travel experts say, are the hotels that keep prices
down by not offering amepities like restaurants or meeting rooms.

. “Travel managers have told us within their companies they’re movihg travelers to
lower-tier hotels,” said Caleb ‘ Tiller, spokesman for the National Business Travel
Association in the United States. “It’s definitely a tfend we've seen.”

He said companies were taking a varied approach to the switch. Some are requiring it,
and others are strongly encouraging it.

For some business travelers, the downgrading has some discomfort. Alan Hawrylyshen,
a technology applications director for a manufacturer of mobile and Voice-over—lnterriet
networks, said he had encountered a host of minor inconveniences. -

At full-service hotels where he once was a regular, Mr. Hawrylyshen said checking in
was welcoming and efficient. \“There was never a line. They’'d be expecting you, greet you
by name,” hg said.

Hopscotching to different hotels in search of low rates now means staying at places
where his information is not alreaciy in the computer system. ‘

“Suddenly, checking in takes longer because they have to process your credit card and
you have to fill out forfns,” said Mr. Hawrylyshen, who travels one to four times a month.
It adds 10 minutes or more, sometimes up to half an hour” to his already hectic schedule.

Unfortunately for trav_elers like Mr. Hawrylyshen, this trend shows no signs of abating.
According to Peter C. Yesawich, chairman and chief executive at Ypartnership, a travel
marketing and research company, a quarter of the nearly 800 business travelers surveyed this
year indicated that they were booking less expensive hotels. V

The trading down has Eeen occurring on all levels: Top executives who may have
previously stayed at luxury hotels are stayiﬁg at full-service hotels, while middle managers
who used to stay at those properties are now switching to limited-service hotels.

These hotels are distinguished from their full-service sister brands by a lack of
restaurants, lounge areas or meeting rooms. A |

According to Mr. Calhoun, revenue per available room, a crucial measure of a hotel’s

" . fiscal health, has not dropped as sharply for limiéed—service pfoperties as it has for other

types of hotels.



Occupancy rates are expected to fall across all hotel levels in 2009 because of the
recession’s effects on business and leisure travel. » |

However, Robert Mandelbaum, director of research information services at the
consulting firm PKF Hospitality Research, said limited-service hotels would end the year
with less of a decline than most other brands.

While overall occupancy is expected to drop by 5.6 percent and luxury hotel occupancy
by 8.3 percent, limited-service occupancy is projected to end the year with a 3.7 percent

decline.

1. Owing to the recession, an increasing number of business travelers are downgrading the
_ level of the hotels at which they stay.

2. Todéy most companies require their employees to use less expensive hotels as they go on .
)a business trip.

3. . Although top executive.s' continue to stay at luxury hotels, other company employees are
requiréd to use limited-service hotels.

4. More and more business travelers are not satisfied ‘with less expensive hotels because
they provide only limited services.

>5. Occupancy rates for limited-service hotels are expected to increase in 2009, while those

for other types of hotels are to drop sharply.



[No. 73] Select the statement which best correépoﬁds to the content of the following
passage. »

In the last several years, é democratic boom has given way to a democratic recession.
Between 1985 and 1995, scores of countries made the transition to democracy, bringing
widespread euphoria about democracy’s fu‘ture. But more recently, democracy has retreated
in Bangladesh, Nigeria, the Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Venezuela. These developments,
along with the growing power of China and Russia, have led many observers to argue that
democracy has reached its high-water mark and is no longer on the rise.
| That conclusion is mistaken. The underlying conditions of societies around the world
point to a more complicated reality. The bad news is that it is unrealistic to assume that
democratic institutions can be set up easily, almost anywhere, at any time. Although the
outlook is never hopeless, democracy is most likely to emerge and survive when certain
social and cultural conditions are in place.

The good news, however, is that the conditions conducive to democracy can and do
emerge -— and the process of “modernization,”.according toA abundant empirical evidence,
advances them. M‘vodernization is a syndrome of social changes linked to industrialization.
Once set in motion, it tends to penetrate all aspects of life, bringing occupational
specialization, urbanization, rising educational levels, rising life expectancy, and rapid
economic growth. These create a self-reinforcing process that transforms social life and
political institutions, bringing rising mass participation in politics and — in the long run —
making the establishment of democratic political institutions increasingly likely. Today, we
‘have a clearer idea than ever before of why and how this process of democratization
happens. ‘

The long-term trend toward democracy has always come in surges and declines. At the
start of the twentieth century, only a handful of democracies existed, and even they fell short -
of being full democracies by today’s standards. There was a major increase in the number of
democracies following World War I, another surge following Worla War I, and a third
surge at the end of the Cold War. Each of these surges was followed by a decline, althouéh
the number of democracies never fell back to the original base line. By the start of the
twenty-first century, about 90 states could be considered democratic.

Although many of these democracies are flawed, the overall trend is striking: in the long
run, modernization brings democraty. This means that the economic resurgence of China
and Russia has a positive aspect: underlying changes are occurring that inake the emergence
of increasingly ﬁberal and democratic political systems likely in the coming years. It also

means that there is no reason to panic about the fact that democracy currently appears to be



on the defensive. The dynamics of modernization and democratization are becoming
ihcreasingly clear, and it is likely that they will continue to function.
1. The economic resufgence of China and Russia threatened the democratization in non-
western countries.
2. We must set up a solid aemocratic system which can survive regardless of social change.
3. Empirical " evidence suggests that modernization has positive implications for
democratization.
4. Tt is far from true that democracy currently appears to be on fhe defensive.
5. The experience of war shows the fragility of a democratic boom because the number of

democracies decreased during the world wars.



[No. 74] Select the sentence which includes “speak” in the same sense as in the following
sentence:
The brand is keen to stress its authenticity and return to what in marketing speak is

called “core competency.”

Her e-mail is difficult to understand — so full of cofporate-speak.
Professor Wilson was invited to speak about the results of his research.
Speak when you're spoken to!

There are, broadly speaking, two ways of doing this.

1S T U FURE U R

They were all very similar. All cut from the same cloth, so to speak.

[No. 75] Select .the choice which indicates all acceptable sentences in terms of both

grammar and meaning.

A .  The United Kingdom comprises England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.
B. The United Kingdom consists of England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.
C . The United Kingdom constitutes England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.
D. The United Kingdom includes England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Irelénd.
E . The United Kingdom ié composed of England,‘Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland.
1. B, D
2. C, E
3. A, B, E
4. A, C, D
5. B, C, D
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[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following
passage. ’ k

With a new administration in Washingtqn promising to take on global warming and
loosen the grAip of foreign oil, solar energy finally may be coming of age. Last year oil prices
spiked to more than $140 a barrel before phinging along with the economy — a reminder of
the dangers of tying the future to something as unpredictable as oil.‘ Washington,
cohfronting the worst recession since the 1930s, is underwriting massive projects to overhaﬁl
the _country’s infrastructure, including its energy supply. In his inaugural address President
Barack Obama promised fo “harness the sun and the winds and the soil to fuel our cars and
run our factories.” His 2010 budget called for doubling the country’s renewable energy
capacity in three years. Wind turbines and biofuels will be important contributors. But no
form of energy is more ébundant than the sun. »

“If we talk about geothermal or wind, all these other sources of renewable energy are
limited in their quantity,” Eicke Weber, director of the Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy
Systems, in Freiburg, Germany, told me last fall. “The total powér needs of the humans on
Earth is approximately 16 terawafts,” he said. (A terawatt is a trillion watts.) “In the year »
2020-it is exbected to grow to 20 terawatts. The sunshine on the solid part of the Earth is
120,000 terawatts. From this p'erspective, energy from the sun is virtually unlimited.” -

There are two main ways to harness it. The first is to produce steam, either with
parabolic troughs like the ones in Nevada or with a field of flat, computer-guided mirrors,
called heliostats, that focus sunlight on a receiver on top of an enormous “power tower.”
The second way is to convert sunlight directly into electricity with photovoltaic panels made
of semiconductors such as silicon.

Fach approach has its advantages. Right now steam generation, also known as
concentrating solar or solar thermal, is more efficient than photovoltaic —a greater
percentage of incoming sunlight is converted into électricity. But it requires acres of land
and long transmission lines to bring the power to market. Photovoltaic panels can be placed
on rooftops at the point where the power is needed. Both energy sources share an obvious
dfawback: They fade when it’s cl(_)udy and disappear at night. But engineers are already

developing systems for storing the energy for use in the darker hours.



1. President Obama aims at doubling his country’s renewable energy capacity in the year
2010 from the previous year.

2. President Obama plans to spend more money on.the development of geothermal and
wind power than that of solar energy since the latter is unusable at night.

3. Solar power is the most abvundant source of renewable energy available.

4. Converting sunlight directly into electricity, phétovoltaic panels can produce more
electricity from incoming sunlight than parabolic troughs.

5. Engineers are now developing a long-awaited technology to receive sunlight when clouds

block the suh.



[No. 77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following
passage.

Invented by Napoleon, the French juge d’imstruction, or investigating judge, has

‘ extraordinarily wide-ranging judicial powers. These figures have helped to expose big
corruption scandals and developed a reputation for robustness against terrorists, but they
have also produced some miscarriages of justice. Two centuries after the role was devised,
President Nicolas Sarkoéy now wants to end it, opening a complex debate. |

The function of the investigating judge, “which has practically no equivalent in Europe,

_is no longer adapted to our times” and should be scrapped, according to the report of an
official commission on criminal-justice procedures published this month. Michele Alliot-
Marie, the justice minister, is working on a draft law to this effect, to be presented in the
new year.

France’s 600-odd investigating judges can put suspects under formal investigation, order
wiretaps, raid and search premises, confiscate documents, and summon and interrogate
witnesses. On top of this, often after years of investigation, they also weigh the evidence,
and decide whether to send a suspect for trial.

With their huge freedom to dig and probe, feisty investigating judges have uncovered
some of France's biggest pplitical and financial scandals. They exposed the “féke jobs”
affair at the Paris town hall, dating to Jacques Chirac’s term as mayor; several of his close
former colleagues have been found guilty, and the ex-president is still under investigation. .
The judges spent years pursuing the Elf-Aquitaine corruption scandal, in which several top
French oil executives ended up behind bars.

Yet some investigating judges have also been criticised for misusing their own powers.
The most infamous case goncefned the suspected sexual abuse of children in Outreau,‘a
suburb of Boulogne-sur-Mer. Six innovcent people were wrongfully found guilty of running a
paedophile ring, and spent years behind bars, before being acquitted on appeal in 2005;
several other innocent people spent years in pre-trial defentibn. A parliamentary inquiry
later underlined the need for young, inexperienced judges not to work alone.

France has already curbed its investigating judges’ powers. They can no longer, for
example, decide alone whether to put a éuspect in pre-trial detention; that is now up to a
special judge. Thanks to the Outreau inquiry, they will soon be grouped together in bigger
offices, and work in teams.

Yet, as the commission points out, the job still “combines the functions of a judge with
those of an in\}estigatof” and as such operates with “fundamental ambiguity”. Mr Sarkozy,

who announced in January that he wanted to change the role of investigating judges, is
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particularly keen to‘strengthen the rights of the defendant and the presumption of innocence.

Under the commission’s proposals, all investigations would be carried out by public
prosecutors. Investigating judges would be transformed into judges only, answerable to the
independent Conseil Supérieur de la Magistrature. They would have powers to supervise,
authorise or block certain steps carried out by the investigators, such as wiretaps, searches
or pre-’;rial detention, but would not conduct inquiries.

Opponents of this change, including the main magistrates’ union, fear that iﬁvestigations
will become toothless if they come under -the ultimate control of the justice ministry, to.
Which the public prosecutor answers. Even the commission was not united on the issue. Eva
Joly, the former investigating judge on the Elf case, has said the move would be an-attempt
at “preventing investigations that trouble political power”.

1. The abolishment of the investigating judge receives strong support both from the judicial
circle and the general public of France.

2. _The termination of the traditional function of investigating judges is now on the national
agenda of France, since they often fail to uphold justice nowadays as compared to the time
of Napoleon.

3. The French government is currently considering submitting a draft law to the
parliament to decrease the powers of investigating judges.

4. Advocates for the abolishment ofsthe investigating judge believé that aésuming the
double functions of a judge and an inifestigator places. too much work on the judge for him

" or her to sufficiently protect the defendant’s rights.

5. Those against the abolishment of the investigating judge believe that public prosecutors,

because they are under the control of the justice ministry, might not be able to successfully

prosecute political figures.
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[No. 78] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following
passage.

For a long time, the popular notion was that as the Reliance Group of companies. went,
so went the Indian stock market. Now investors can ignore the family feud because the
market is so much bigger. At the start of this decade, Reliance was one of‘ five Indian
companies with a market value of more than $5 billion. Currently there are 40 such
companies, the total value of the market is more than $1 trillion, and the Reliance Group
accounts for less than 10 percent of the total. . v

The reduced focus on the Reliance Group is part of a broader trend, in which the -
obsession with the top of the pyramid is shifting to a growmg interest in the bulging middle.
In 2006 and 2007 ~ the heyday of the growth boom — all eyes were on the wealth of Indian’s
richest few. As the stock market surged, the media kept a close tab on how many Indians
were making it to the Forbes list of billionaires. At the end of 2007, 10 Indians were on the
top-100 list — tratling only the Americans and Russians in number. ' ‘ |

Many companies targeted their growth strategies at high-income households, and the
cocktail circuit was abuzz with details of the latest iconic apartment deal. In the commercial
capital, Mumbai, apartment sales topped $2,500 per square foot — twice the going _rate in
cities like Shanghai. Last year’s global meltdown led to a sudden stop in all such activity.

As India now emerges from the boom-bust growth cycle, the masées are firmly leading
the recovery even-as the upper classes remain censpicuous by their absence at stores.
Two-wheeler sales are up nearly 15 percent so far in 2009, compared with an average growth
of 5 percent over the past five years. Small-car sales have increased by 20 nercent in recent
months, while purchases of luxury cars are down 20 percent from a year ago. Consumer-
goods companies are reporting a bipolar rnarket: widely used products from hair oil to soaps
are selling well, but more expensive skin-treatment itéms are not.

The mounting realization that the real growth opportunity in India lies lower down the
price curve is forcing many companies to rejigger their strategies. Retailers used to place
high-end brands close to the entrance of their malls, hoping to woo customers to chic brands,
but they ended up intimidating them with high prtces.- Retailers are now reshuffling the front
window, giving pride of place to goods the middle class can afford.

Simﬂarly, in the real-estate market, the latest catchphrase is “affordable housing.” The
average unit cost of an anartment in India’s five teading cities is down by 50 percent over the
past year, not just due to falling prices but also to a reduction in the size of the average
home. Developers have learned the hard way that selling in India is a volurne game.

Even at the peak of the boom in 2007, there were only 100,000 Indians with an estimated



financial net worth of more than $1 million. That contrasts with 100 million middle-income
households with an estimated annual income of $2,000 to $10,000. This segment is growing at
the fastest pace, and many new members of this class have yet to buy their first motorcycle,
car, or apartment. The political class in India has beén very conscious of the need to make
growth mére inclusive and therefore spent much of the revenue windfall from the high-
growth vears on increased welfare spending. Furthermore, these households are carrying
relatively low levels of debt, making them less vulnerable to swings in the global business
cycle. )

Analysts have hyped the potential of the Indian middle class for a long time, but now it
has reached critical mass. At the same time, it is still not as affluent as in other countries.
India’s per capita income of $1,000 is less than a third of China’s, and the average __Indian
consumer remains hig’hly price-sensitive, with a limited ’appetilte for expensive, high-margin

products.

1. There are more Indian billionaires on the 2007 Forbes. list than those from any other

country.
2. Retailers are shifting emphasis from the upper class to the middle élass.
3. The cost of apartments plunged in 2008 because the market was saturated.
4. The Indian middle class is past the stage of purchasing luxury products.
5. Indians have come to a realization that wealth is more evenly distributed.‘

(F) BREOXER, 2000 FEEINIZBDTH S,



[No. 79] Select fhe statement which best corresponds to‘ the content of the following
paésage.

I am a member of Gen Y, the generation that shunned cursive. And now there is a group
coming after me, a boom of tech-savvy children who don’t remember life before the Internet
and who text-message nearly as much as they talk. They have even less need for good
penmanship. We are witnessing the death of handwriting.

People bern after 1980 tend to have a distinctive style of handwriting: a little bit sloppy,
a little bit childish and almost never in cursive. The knee-jerk explanation is that computers
are responsible for our increasingly illegible scrawl, but Steve Graham, a special-education
and literacy professor at Vanderbilt University, says that’s not the case. The simple fact is
that kids haven’t learned to write neatly because no one has forced them to. “Writing is just
not part of the national agenda anymore,” he says.

Cursive started to lose its clout back inthe 1920s, when educators theorized that because
children learned to read by looking at books printed in manuscript rather than cursive, they
should learn to write the same Way-; By W.orld War II, manuscript, or print writing, was in
standard use across the U.S. Today schoolchildren typically learn print in kindergarten,
cursive in third grade. But they don’t master- either one. Over the decades, daily
handwriting lessons have decreased from an average of 30 minutes to 15.

Handwriting has never been a static art. The Puritans simplified what they considered
hedenistically elaborate letters. Nineteenth century America fell in love with loopy, '
rhythmic Spencerian script (think Coca-Cola: the soft-drink behemoth’s logo is nothing more
than a company bookkeeper s handiwork), but the early 20th century favored the str1pped
down, practical style touted in 1894’s Palmer Guide to Business Writing.

The most recent shift Qccurred in 1990, when Zaner-Bloser, the nation’s largest supplier
of haﬁdw_riting manuals, eliminated all superfluous adornments from the so-called Zanerian

. alphabet. “They were nice and pretty and cosmetic,” says Kathleen Wright, the company’s
national product manager, “but that isn’'t the purpose of handwriting anymore. The purpose
is to get a thought across as quickly as possible.” One of the most radical overhauls was to
0, after the U.S. Postal Service complained that people’s sloppy handwriting frequently
caused its employees to misread the capitél lett_er as the number 2.

Garcia, who has been teaching for 32 years at Central Elementary in Wilmette, says her
children consider cursive a “rite of passage” and are just as excited to learn it as ever. But
once they leave her classroom, it’s a different story. She doesn’t know any teachers in the
upper grades who address the issue of handwriting, and she frequently sees her former

students reverting to old habits. “They go back to sloppy letters and squished words,” she



says. “Handwriting is becoming a lost art.”

Why? Technology is only part of the reason. A study pﬁbﬁshed in the February issue of
- the Journal of Educational Psychology found that just 9 9§ of American high school students
use an in-class computer more than once a week. The cause of the decline in handwriting
may lie not so much in computers as in standardized testing. The Federal Government’s
landmark 1983 report A Nation at Risk, on the dismal étate of public education, ushered in a
new era of standardized assessment that has intensified since the f)assage in 2002 of the No
Child Left Behind Act. “In schools today, they're teaching to thé tests,” says Tamara
Thornton, a Universits} of Buffalo professor and the author of a history of American
handwriting. “If something isn’'t on a test, it’s viewed as a luxury.” Garcia agrees. “It’s
getting harder a‘nd harder to balance what’s on the test with the rest of what children need to

she says. “Reading is on there, but handwriting isn’t; 8o it’s not as important.” In

)

know,’
other words, schools don’t care how a child holds her pencil as long as she can read.
Is that such a bad thing? Except for physicians — whose illegible handwriting on charts
“and prescribtion pads causes thousands of deaths a year — penmanship has almost no
bearing on job performance. And aside from the occasional grocery list or Post-it note, most
adults write very little by hand.

- T am not bothered by the fact that I will never have beautiful handwriting. My printing
will always be fat and round and look as if it came from a 12-year-old. We are living in the
age of social networks and frenzied convérsation, composing more e-mails, texting more
messages and keéping in touch with more people than ever before. Maybe this is the trade-
off. We've given up beauty for speed, artistry for efficiency. And yes, maybe we are a little

bit lazy.

. Almost all people born after 1980 do not use cursive.

The widespread illegible handwriting was caused by computers and cellular phones.
-~ .

It is a pity that cursive, a preserved national heritage, is in much less use.

Cursive has been resistant to social change and external pressure.

T DN

. Standardized tests have helped to put penmanship back into the school curriculum.



[No. 80] Select the combination of statements which best corresponds to the content of the
following passage. v

The ancient city of Dresden, a delicate baroque confection lovingly reconstructed after
the Second World War, has thrilled visitors with its skyline, best viewed from the banks of the
River Elbe. Not for much longer. To the outrage of conservationists, work is underway on a
new bridge to carry a four-lane highway across the valley, marring the vista forever. Ina potent
gesture of protest, UNESCO recently stripped the city of its status as a World Heritage site.

Some might consider that a harsh penalty. After all, the World Heritage ranking placed
Dresden aiongside the Great Wall of China and the Taj Mahal as a monument of “outstanding -
universal value.” But to the locals, ridding the city of choking traffic was more important
than any accolade. In two referendums, they supported the bridge plan. As city councilor
Jan Miicke said, “In a democracy, we cannot have a dictatorship of a minority that, acting
out of esthetic grounds, thinks they know more than the overwhelming majority of citizens.”

World Heritage status sure isn’t what it used to be. Plenty of countries still strive to
earn a place on UNESCO’s list and reap the benefits of the tourism boom that normally
follows, but some are beginning to question the honor’s long-term value. In the developed
world, there’s sometimes resentment at outside interference; elsewhere there’s deepening
concern that the scheme, intended to preserve the world’s greatest treasures, may actually be -
contributing to their demise. Underfunded and armed with little more than moral authority,
UNESCO can’t do much to help the swelling number of sites — the tally now approaches
900 — it singles out for .distinction. “Among conservationists there is vsornetirnes a feeling
that if conservation is the goal, then we should leave these places alone,” says Peter Fowler,
a British archeologist who has Wor‘ked with UNESCO.

Trouble is, consefvatien is not always the goal. For national governments and-local
traders, a World Heritage listing represents a marketing tool that can turn obscure sites into
must-see destinations. The repercussions are hard to prevent. In the ancient western Chinese
city of Lijiang, the number of annual visitors climbed from 1.7 million to 4.6 million in the 10
years since it was listed in 1997. In the words of a UNESCO mission last year, “Commercial
interests have driven measures to facilitate large numbers of tourists, compromising the
authentic heritage values Which attraéted'visitors to the property in the first place.”

The same is true of Angkor Wat, the vast temple complex that is now Cambodia’s
leading tourist draw. | Since .the site ‘gained World Heritage status in 1992, the number of
visitors has leapt from fewer than 10,000 to more than 1 million a year. Now a sprawling

- town has grown up to serve the hordes of tourists that arrive daily. Worse, local hotels have

been extracting water from underground reserves, threatening to undermine the temples
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themselves. “Being a World Heritage site can contribute to visitor numbers between 10
times and 500 times over five years,” says Jeff Morgan of the World Heritage Fund.
“Instead of a small paragraph in Frommer’s, it suddenly gets three pages. And if a site is not
ready, you can get thousands of people crawling over it.”

There is no question that UNESCO can exert a positive 'influence. The organizatibn can
be “discreetly effective” in preventing the worst depredations, says Francesco Bandarin,
director of the Paris-based World Heritage Center, which runs the list. If the Great
Pyramids of Giza can be seen against the sunset without a highway marring . the view,
tourists can thank pressure from UNESCO. Still, Bandarin concedes, “We can provide one
more layer of protectlon but it’s far from perfect.”

Somé national authorities resent UNESCO’s meddling. UNESCO can place listed 51tes
that it believes are being compromised on an endangered list and, in extreme cases, scratch
them altogether — a punishment applied only twice in the program’s 3?jyear history. In -
addition to Dresden, an oryx sanétuary in Oman was struck off in 2007 after the government
reduced the park’s size by 90 percent to allow for oil drilling. “

One option might be to reétrict the list and focus resources on those most in need. Ir_l the
past five years UNESCO has added more than 100 sites — including 13 this year alone —
which only underminés the concept, say critics. “The longer the list becomes, the more it
dilutes the brand,” says ]onathah Foyle of the World Monuments Fund. Already it’s hard to »
see what unites, say, a volcanic islénd off Iceland, Namibian rock paintings, and the Sydney

Opera House.

A . The residents of Dresden put daily convenience above aesthetic value in one of the two
citywide votes. ; A

B . Some people worry that the World Heritage scheme could do more harm than good to
the listed sites.

C. World Heritage status normally brings affluence to sites by boosting tourism there.

D . Oman opted to keep its oryx sanctuary on the World Heritage list rather than drill for
oil.

E . UNESCO should accommodate as many of the sites worth a ‘place on the World

Heritage list as possible.
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