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7. Yesterday [#§] — a date which will live in infamy — the United States of America was
suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. The United
States was at peace with that Nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation

with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific.

4 . The United States knows that peaceful power from atomic energy is no dream of the
future. [EE&] To hasten the day when fear of the atom will begin to disappear from the minds
of people, and the governments of the East and West, there are certain steps that can be taken
now. I therefore make the following proposals: |

The Governments principally involved, to the extent permitted by elementary prudence, to
begin now and continue to make joint contributions from their stockpiles of normal uranium
and fissionable materials to an international Atomic Energy Agency. We would expect that

such an agency would be set up under the aegis of the United Nations.

¥ . I want to explain why I have decided, with the unanimous recommendation of my national
security team, to use force in Irag, why we have acted now and what we aim to accomplish.
Six weeks ago, Saddam Hussein announced that he would no longer cooperate with the United
Nations weapons inspectors, called UNSCOM. They are highly professional experts from
dozens of countries. Their job is to oversee the elimination of Irag’s capability to retain, create
and use weapons of mass destruction, and to verify that Iraq does not attempt to rebuild that
capability. The inspectors undertook this mission, first, seven and a half years ago, at the end

of the Gulf War, when Iraq agreed to declare and destroy its arsenal as a condition of the

cease-fire.
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[No. 71] Select the statement which best’ corresponds to the content of the following
passage.

The National Health Service (NHS) was born out of a long-held ideal that good
healthcare should be available to all, regardless of wealth. That principle remains at its
core. With the exception of charges for some prescriptions and optical and dental services,
the NHS remains free at the point of use for anyone who is resident in the UK. That is
currently more than 60 million people. It covers everything from antenatal screening and
routine treatments for coughs and colds to open heart surgery, accident and emergency
treatment and end-of-life care.

Although funded centrally from national taxation, NHS services in England, Northern
Treland, Scotland and Wales are managed separately. While some differences have emerged
between these systéms in recent years, they remain similar in most respects and continue to

‘ be talked about as belonging to a single, unified system.

The NHS employs more than 1.7 million people. Of those, just under half are clinically
qualified, including 120,000 hospital doctors, 40,000 general practitioners (GPs), 400,000
nurses and 25,000 ambulance staff.

The NHS in England is the biggest part of the system by far, catering to a population of
51 million and employing more than 1.3 million people. The NHS in Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland employ 165,000, 90,000 and 67,000 people respectively.

‘When the NHS was launched in 1948 it had a budget of £437 million (roughly £9 billion
at today’s value). In 2008/9 it received over 10 times that amount (more than £100 billion).

This equates to an average rise in spending over the full 60-year period of about 4% a
year once inﬂation has been taken into account. Hovx}ever, in recent years investment levels
have been double that to fund a major modernisation programme.

Some 609% of the NHS budget is used to pay staff. A further 20% pays for drugs and
other supplies, with the remaining 20% split between buildings, equipment and training costs
on the one hand and medical equipment, catering and cleaning on the other. Nearly 80% of
the total budget is distributed by local trusts in line with the particular health priorities in
their areas.

The money to pay for the NHS comes directly from taxation. According to independent

bodies such as the King’s Fund, this remains the “cheapest and fairest” way of funding health

care when compared with other systems.

The Department of Health controls the NHS. The secretary of state for health is the
head of the Department of Health and reports to the prime minister. The Department of
Health controls England’s 10 Strategic Health Authorities (SHAs), which oversee all NHS
activities in England. In turn, each SHA supervises all the NHS trusts in its area. The
devolved administrations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland run their local NHS

services separately.

1. Any medical treatment provided by the National Health Service is free for all residents

in the United Kingdom.
2. The National Health Service in Wales employs the smallest number of people among the
National Health Service in all parts of the United Kingdom.

3. Even if inflation is taken into account, the spending of the National Health Service has

increased since its start in 1948.

4. The costs for building, equipment and training account for 20% of the total budget of the

National Health Service.

5. The National Health Service in England is overseen by the Strategic Health Authorities,

agencies independent of the government of the United Kingdom.



[No. 72] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the foliowing
passage.

The first human-like astronaut robot — Robonaut 2 or R2 —has awakened at the
International Space Station (ISS) — and already started tweeting. “Those electrons feel
GOOD! One small step for man, one giant leap for tin mankind,” said the robot’s first tweet.
R2 was brought to the ISS in February 2011 on board of space shuttle Discovery. It has been
designed to work alongside humans, helping them both inside and outside the station.
Although there were tweets sent from R2’s account {@astrorobonaut) before it “woke up,”
now its nearly 40,000 followers can rest assured the robot is indeed actively “tweeting” as its
circuits are operational.

R2 weighs 136 kg (300 pounds), has a torso, two human-like arms and hands, and wears
a golden helmet with a visor on its head. The “tinman” has yet to get its legs, but for now it
will stay attached to a fixed base. At some point though NASA will supply it with one leg —
for climbing through the station’s corridors. Eventually, the torso may be mounted on a
four-wheeled rover called Centaur 2 for possible explorations of Lunar and Martian surfaces.

There are curfently four Robonauts on Earth —but R2 is much more advanced.
According to NASA, the robot is “capable of reaching speeds more than four times faster
than R1, is more compact, is more dexterous, and includes a deeper and wider range of
sensing.”

R2 has been primarily designed to show how dexterous robots cope in a weightless
environment — but NASA hopes that eventually it will get out of the station to assist its
human colleagues on spacewalks. “R2 is the first humanoid robot in space,” said NASA in a
statement on its website. “R2, now unpacked, will be initially operated inside the Destiny
laboratory for operational testing, but over time, both its territory and its applications could
expand.” However there was bad news for robot fans hoping to see the new superstar on its
return. “There are no plans to return R2 to Earth,” said NASA.

The U.S. space agency said that the R2 project poiﬁted to the future of space exploration,
not as a replacement for humans, but as a companion, capable of carrying out supporting
roles. “The combined potential of humans and robots is a perfect example of the sum
equalling more than the parts,” said John Olson, director of NASA’s Exploration Systems
Integration Office, quoted on the agency’s website.

It took NASA and General Motors 15 vears to build the human-like robot. If the mission
is a success, future R2-like “droids” could be sent into space to carry out works on satellites.
They could even venture all the way to Mars — to prepare for the arrival of their buman

masters on the red planet.

1. In February 2011, R2 was brought to the International Space Station in order to replace

an astronaut who was scheduled to return to the Earth.

2. R2 is designed to work with human astronauts both inside and outside the International

Space Station.

3. R2 will be provided with two legs as soon as it starts working outside the International

Space Station.

4. R2 will be sent to Mars to explore its surface if it successfully completes its mission at

the International Space Station.

5. R2 will be returned to the Earth after it completes its work at the International Space

Station.



[No. 73] Select thp statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.
On April 5, 2011, Luciano Ducci, the mayor of Curitiba, Brazil, boarded the world’s

largest urban bus on its inaugural ride across town, marking yet another coup for the city’s

+ transportation system. Powered exclusively by biofuels (made from soybeans), the

92-ft.-long (28 m) megabus can carry 250 passengers at a time and makes just four stops
along a 6-mile (10 km) route. With a projected fleet of 24 vehicles, the system will ferry an
average of 25,000 people per day.

Curitiba may be the original smart city. In the eariy 1960s, it was plagued by sprawl and
congestion.  Architect Jaime Lerner responded with the Curitiba master plan, an
urban-design strategy whose centerpiece was an affordable and efficient transportation
system. Adopted in 1968, the master plan became the cornerstone of Curitiba’s design — and
Lerner went on to become mayor.

One of the hallmarks of the city is its public-private partnerships. In the 1970s, for
example, Curitiba was fast approaching 1 million residents, which is the typical threshold for
installing a subway system. However, the price tag was an unaffordable $300 million.
Lerner presented the private sector with a unique solution: with the government, build a
rapid bus system that would have all the amenities of a subway — speed, reliability,
affordability and frequency. Companies would invest in the fleet of buses, and the
government would chart the itineraries. The result — the bus rapid transit (BRT) network
— became the world’s first bus system specifically created for urban transportation. More
than 2.3 million people per day now travel on it, and Curitiba has the lowest level of
atmospheric pollution in Brazil.

At least 83 cities worldwide have copied Curitiba’s BRT system. As rural populations
rush into urban areas, the challenges thousands of cities face are congestion and traffic. In
China alone, 350 million people will migrate from villages to cities by 2030. In Guangzhou,
one of the fastest-growing cities in China, the BRT system carries 800,000 passengers a day
and has cut the average commuting time in half. Major cities in the U.S. are also paying
attention. On April 15 the Chicago Transit Authority approved a $1.6 million grant to
explore introducing a BRT system along Western Avenue. One can only hope that New

York City will make a similar move.

1. Curitiba’s bus rapid transit network has been a great success, and is being emulated in
various cities throughout the world.

2. After becoming mayor, architect Jaime Lerner created a master plan for affordable and
efficient transportation in Curitiba.

3. Private bus companies were initially reluctant to work with the government, but soon

realized it was the only way to meet passenger demand.

4. The problem in China of large-scale migration to rural areas has not been as severe as
that in Brazil, but it is becoming an increasingly crucial issue.
5. Until the advent of the megabus, buses were not considered a feasible alternative to

subways.

[No. 74] Select the appropriate combination of verbs to fill in the blanks of the following
passage.

Crediting and blaming are fundamentally social acts. They are doubly social. First,
people living with others insist that when things ( A ) right or wrong someone caused
them, and should ( B ) responsibility for the consequences. They don't settle for
attributing the consequences to luck or fate. Secondly, péople ( C ) great effort in
assigning that responsibility to themselves and others. Think of your own daily life. Simply
listen to other people’s conversations at lunch, during coffee breaks or on the bus. We all

discuss repeatedly who ( D ) credit and who is to blame.

A B C D
1. become give tolerate makes
2. fall follow involve accomplishes
3. head carry calculate defends
4. go take spend deserves
5. keep weigh choose approves

[No. 75] Select the sentence which includes “check” in the same sense as in the following

sentence.
They checked the flow by shutting a valve.

. Would you check the tires for me?
The boss arrived to check on our progress.
They are taking measures to check the spread of the disease.

Check the appropriate boxes on the form.

[ 2 o L -

. Just let me check my e-mail and I'll get back to you.
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[No. 76] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The recent surge in raw-material costs has reversed a downward trend that had lasted a
century. Industrial raw-material prices fell by around 80% in real terms between 1845 and
their low point in 2002. But much of the ground lost over 150 years has been recovered in the
space of just a decade.

This has raised the incomes of commodity-rich countries such as Brazil and Australia as
well as parts of Africa. It has also caused even sober analysts to speak of a “new paradigm”
in commodity markets. Even though GDP has slowed to a near-standstill in many parts of
the rich world, the price of crude oil is close to $100 a barrel — as high in real terms as after
the oil shocks of the 1970s.

What accounts for this turnaround? The price spikes over the past century were linked
to interruptions in supply, notably during the First World War. But recent price rises have
been too broad-based and long-lasting to be adequately explained by frost or bad harvests.
Nor is it obvious that producers are hoarding supplies.

There is a more straightforward explanation for the scarcity: the surge in commodity
prices is simply the result of exploding demand and sluggish supply. The demand side has
been boosted by industrial development unprecedented in its size, speed and breadth,
led by China but not confined to it. Growth in emerging markets is both rapid and
resource-intensive.

Supply has struggled to keep pace with this burgeoning demand. The world’s iron-ore

production has doubled over the past decade but prices have risen 13-fold. The metal content

of copper ore has been falling since the mid-1990s as existing mines are depleted. This

mismatch between demand and supply is an age-old problem in commodity markets. It takes
years to find and develop new mines and oil reservoirs and to build the infrastructure (rigs,
pipelines, railways, ports) to bring the commodities to market.

The imbalance in commodity markets is likely to persist at least until resource-hungry
countries become richer and new supplies come on stream. In the meantime the surge in
emerging-market demand will continue to hurt the advanced economies. The rise in oil and
commodity prices has pushed up inflation in rich countries and acted like a tax on

consumers.

The commodities boom has also made monetary policy more complicated. Inflation
targets allowed governments and central banks to argue that price stability and full
employment were complementary goals. If too many workers were idle, that would bear
down on prices and allow central banks to keep interest rates low to boost spending and jobs
and to guard against deflation. For a decade after 1997 China’s effect on world prices had
made life easier for the rich world’s central banks. - Imports of cheap goods from China
brought down prices in America and elsewhere, keeping inflation low. But now that Chinese
wages are rising, the effect of the country’s rapid industrialisation on world commodity
prices is pushing up rich-world inflation.

Because of the persistent rise in commodity prices, inflation has not come down even
though there is lots of slack in most advanced economies. In Britain, for instance, inflation
has been above the Bank of England’s 2% target for most of fhe past four years, vet interest

rates have been close to zero. .Some complain that the inflation target has simply been

abandoned.

1. An upward trend of raw-material prices in the past decade is comparable to the price
spikes during the First World War in terms of scale and duration.

2. The recent surge in raw-material costs is temporary, since the high prices will accelerate
the production of iron, copper and other minerals and will soon enable it to meet the
increasing demand of emerging economies.

3. The currently high commodity prices are expected to continue for a long time, since
profit-hungry producers of commodity-rich countries are most likely to limit supply to
maintain the high prices.

4. The recent rise in commodity prices is likely to continue at least until resource-hungry
countries become wealthier and supply increases considerably.

5. The current recessions in advanced economies are so severe that even the prolonged

increase in commodity prices has not burdened them with inflation.



[No. 77] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The health of our economy depends on what we do right now to create the conditions
where businesses can hire and middle-class families can feel a basic measure of economic
security. In tl_le long run, our prosperity'also depends on our ability to pay down the massive
debt the federal government has accumulated over the past decade. Today, the President
sent to the Joint Committee his plan to jumpstart economic growth and job creation now —
and to lay the foundation for it to continue for years to come.

The plan lays out a way to live within our means so that we can invest in the things that
will power economic growth for decades to come: education, innovation, clean energy, and
infrastructure. To do this, it follows a balanced approach to deficit reduction by drawing
from across the Budget for savings and by asking everyone to pay their fair share.

Specifically, the President is proposing approximately $580 billion in cuts and reforms to
a wide range of mandatory programs from cuts to agricultural subsidies that are no longer
necessary to reform of the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation and modest changes to
federal civilian worker retirement and health benefits for military retirees.

In health care programs, the President is recommending a series of reforms that builds
on the historic savings and reforms in the Affordable Care Act to strengthen Medicare and
Medicaid so that these vital programs are robust and healthy to serve Americans for years
to come.

These proposals will save $248 billion in Medicare and $72 billion in Medicaid and other
health programs over 10 years, and extend the life of the Medicare Trust Fund by three
years. This is accomplished in a way that does not shift risks unfairly onto the individuals
they serve; slash benefits; or undermine the fundamental compact they represent to our
Nation’s seniors, people with disabilities, and low-income families. Any savings that affect
beneficiaries do not begin until 2017 and do not affect middle-income and current
beneficiaries. Other health and Medicaid savings amount to $72 billion, and because of the
structural nature of these reforms to both programs, health savings grow to over $1 trillion
in the second decade. Moreover, as he said today, the President will veto any bill that takes
one dime from the Medicare benefits seniors rely on without asking the wealthiest
Americans and biggest corporations to pay their fair share.

The President’s plan reflects the Administration’s current policy of drawing down our

troop presence in Afghanistan and the transition from a military to a civilian-led mission in

» Iraq for a savings of $1 trillion.

Finally, the President calls on the Committee to undertake comprehensive tax reform

and lays out five key principles. Reform should: 1) lower tax rates; 2) cut wasteful loopholes
and tax breaks; 3) reduce the deficit by $1.5 trillion; 4) boost job creation and growth; and 5)
comply with the “Buffett Rule” that people making more than $1 million a year should not
pay a smaller share of their income in taxes than middle-class families pay.

To advance this debate, the President is offering a detailed set of specific tax loophole
closers and measures to broaden the tax base that,. together with the expiration of the
high-income tax cuts, would be more than sufficient to hit the $1.5 trillion target for
additional revenue. These measures include cutting tax preferences for high-income
households, eliminating tax breaks for oil and gas companies, closing the carried interest
loophole for investment fund managers, and eliminating benefits for those who own

corporate jets,

1. The President’s plan attaches great importance to investment in such areas as education,
innovation, clean energy and infrastructure for the sake of the country’s future economic
growth.

2. The President’s plan calls for a large-scale reduction in government spending in case the
proposals of comprehensive tax reform are not implemented. '

3. The President’s plan aims at the reduction of deficit worth $1.5 trillion through drastic
cuts in wasteful government budgets.

4. Because Medicare and Medicaid are important parts of the national health care
programs, there is not much room to extract savings from these programs beyond the first
decade of the reforms under the President’s plan.

5. The “Buffett Rule” is a method of promoting fairer taxation which lowers the tax rate

for those who pay an extraordinary amount of tax due to the high level of their earnings.



[No. 78] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schiuble has proposed that developing green-energy
resources could be a good way for Greece to generate much-needed economic growth.
Greece, according to Schiuble, could export solar electricity to Germany. At first glance,
monetising an abundant natural resource (solar energy) to strengthen the national accounts
sounds like a straightforward idea, particularly given that electricity in central and northern
Europe is becoming more scarce and expensive, owing to Germany’s decision earlier this
year to phase out nuclear power. But has Schiuble really found a magic bullet to hold down
German electricity prices while restoring economic growth to Greece? Yes and no.

First, the bad news: electricity currently produced in photovoltaic installations is far
from price competitive with conventional technologies. “Grid parity”— meaning that the
cost of electricity produced by a rooftop solar panel is equal to that of electricity from the
wall socket — will only be reached in the middle of this decade. Even then, solar power will
still be more expensive than conventionally produced electricity, because “grid parity”
excludes transmission and distribution costs, which typically account for about half of the
final electricity price.

The problem, in a nutshell, is that solar-electricity production does not promise high
returns. It is very capital-intensive, and only a relatively small number of jobs would be
created. Even if Greece were able to produce surplus solar electricity, exports would yield
little revenue, because standardised technology means that companies and countries can
develop almost no productivity advantage. As soon as solar electricity becomes competitive
in Greece, other countries with similar levels of sunlight (Spain, Italy, Portugal, Bulgaria,
etc.) will enter the market. This will quickly drive electricity prices towards production
cost, as solar-generating capacity in Europe approaches electricity demand.

" But, while Greece cannot reasonably hope that large-scale deployment of photovoltaic
systems will turn it into the Saudi Arabia of solar electricity, Schiuble is right to point out
that producing it in Greece makes more sense than producing it in Germany. Indeed, German
support for solar power is aimed at lowering the cost of solar panels. Of course, whether the

cost is lowered does not depend on where the deployment takes place: using German money

to support solar deployment in sunny Greece would be more efficient than using it to support

deployment in gloomier Germany. A photovoltaic system installed in Greece would be able
to cover a higher share of its cost, thus requiring fewer subsidies.
The best way to ensure that German money and the Greek sun support the development

of solar-energy technology would be to implement a European “green certificate system.”

Under such a system, every European electricity supplier would have to guarantee that a
certain share of the electricity that it sells comes from renewable energy sources. Suppliers’
targets could be differentiated, reflecting countries’ varying potential for deploying
renewables or developing renewable-technology industries. The countries that are able to

deploy more renewables (for example, Greece) could then sell the certificates to countries

~ that need more of them (say, Germany). This would make German support for renewables

cheaper and generate some income in Greece, without compromising on European

renewables deployment. But no one should expect to strike solar gold.

1. As other European countries produce more solar energy, transmission and distribution

costs will quickly fall.

2. The rise in electricity prices due to Germany’s decision to phase out nuclear power is

likely to continue indefinitely.

3. A green certificate system would be an effective way for Greece to make money from

solar energy.

4. Greece’s sunny climate makes it the optimal location for solar energy as high output wiil

easily recover start-up costs.

5. Transmission and distribution costs will make it impossible to achieve “grid parity”

until the middle of this decade.



[No. T9] Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following
passage.

Twenty years ago a debate erupted about whether there were specific “Asian values.”
One argument was that traditional family values were stronger in Asia than in America and
Europe, and that this partly accounted for Asia’s economic success. On the face of it this
claim apﬁears persuasive still. In most of Asia, marriage is widespread and illegitimacy
almost unknown. In contrast, half of marriages in some Western countries end in divorce,
énd half of all childreﬁ are born outside wedlock. Yet marriage is changing fast in East,
South-East and South Asia. Divorce, though rising in some countries, remains comparatively
rare. What’s happening in Asia is a flight from marriage.

Marriage rates are falling partly because people are postponing getting hitched.
Marriage ages have risen all over the world, but the increase is particularly marked in Asia.
The mean age of marriage in the richest places — Japan, Taiwan, South Korea and Hong
Kong — has risen sharply in the past few decades, to reach 29-30 for women and 31-33 for
men. A lot of Asians are not marrying at all. In some places, rates of non-marriage are
especially striking: in Bangkok, 209% of 40-44-year old women are not married; in Tokyo,
219%,; among university graduates of that age in Singapore, 27%. So far, the trend has not
affected Asia’s two giants, China and India. But it is likely to affect them, as the economic
factors that have driven the flight from marriage elsewhere in Asia sweep through those two
countries as well.

Women are retreating from marriage as they go into the workplace. That's partly
because, in Asia, women are the primary caregivers for husbands, children and, often, for
aging parents. Not surprisingly, Asian women have an unusually pessimistic view of
marriage. At the same time, employment offers them an alternative. More women are
financially independent, so more of them can pursue a single life that may appeal more than
a traditional marriage.

The flight from marriage in Asia is thus the result of the greater freedom that women
enjoy these days, which is to be celebrated. But it is also creating social problems.
Compared with the West, Asian countries have invested less in pensions and other forms of
social protection, on the assumption that the family will look after aging or ill relatives.
That can no longer be taken for granted. The decline of marriage is also contributing to the
collapse in the birth rate. That is beginning to cause huge demographic problems, as
populations age with startling speed. And there are other, less obvious issues. Marriage
socialises men: it is associated with lower levels of testosterone and less criminal behaviour.

Less marriage might mean more crime.

Can marriage be revived in Asia? Governments cannot legislate away attitudes. They
can, though, encourage change. Relaxing divorce laws might, paradoxically, boost marriage.
Women who now steer clear of wedlock might be more willing to tie the knot if they know it
can be untied — not just because they can get out of the marriage if it doesn’t work, but also
because their freedom to leave might keep their husbands on their toes. Family law should
give divorced women a more generous share of the co-uple’s assets. Asian governments have
long taken the view that the superiority of their family life was one of their big advantages
over the West. That confidence is no longer warranted. They need to wake up to the huge

social changes happening in their countries and think about how to cope with the

consequences.

1. Traditional family values in Asia can be considered é cause of some of the social
problems some Asian nations are now facing.

2. Easing divorce laws is likely to result in a further drop in the birthrate as women may
choose to end marriages before starting families.

3. China and India continue to have high marriage rates because their economies are
growing rapidly.

4. A Western social ill like illegitimacy may be a blessing as it helps maintain higher

birthrates.

5. The problem of aging populations in Asia has created a variety of government-run forms

of social protection.



[No. 80) Select the statement which best corresponds to the content of the following

passage.

The streets of India’s major cities look dirty, but the grit hides an informal waste
collection system so effective that, despite an increase in the sale of disposable, non-organic
consumer goods in India in recent years, the trash that ends up in the hands of municipal
garbage facilities is over 50 percent organic — that is, mostly food waste. In 2009, food
scraps made up only 21 percent of non-recycled waste in the United States. Where others see
garbage many Indians see opportunity.

The trash industry is worth about $410 billion worldwide per year. The scraps it vields
are valuable in the production of consumer goods, as construction materials, or to provide a
hedge in case primary resources, such as steel, become more expensive or harder to procure.
Many of these secondary resources, such as used paper, are regularly and legally collected in
developed countries and shipped overseas. Electronic waste, which contains bits of copper
and gold, is also extremely valuable, especially in India, which is the world’s largest
consumer of gold.

In 2004, the country reaped around $1.5 hillion from scavenged domestic electronic waste
— including circuit boards, motherboards, and computer chips — and recently recorded over
330,000 metric tons of domestic electronic waste produced annually. Meanwhile, China
currently processes the bulk of globally traded electronic waste, and India’s recorded imports
of it stand at around 50,000 metric tons. However, given the informal nature of the garbage
exchange, the real number is likely much higher.

Of course, processing all that waste is a dirty business, and it can also be dangerous.
Indians already recognize the value in waste. It is now up to the central government to
create incentives for efficiency and healthy practices in the recycling industry. To make
global market regulation possible, the international community needs to stop treating
recyclable trash as a toxin and recognize that it is a powerful commodity. There is no
official international definition of what constitutes waste. A generally acéepted one is
something that is discarded or valueless. But a discarded ship that is sold for scrap metal
has a very specific value, both as a purchasable item and as a resource for secondary
materials. Likewise, discarded electronics may be used in other countries or scavenged for
valuable parts. Legally, it is unclear where the responsibility for such waste lies.

The Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Waste is the
broadest international agreement that regulates the waste trade. The convention oversees
the transportation of any hazardous substance for disposal, from mining discards to nuclear

waste. In recent years, the agreement has come to cover the movement of hazardous

substances through the recycling trade as well. Although India is a full party to the Basel
Convention and therefore subject to its laws, the convention lacks teeth, since the United
States, the largest waste exporter in the world, has not ratified it.

There will always be a dirty story to tell about waste management. Garbage dumped in
landfillé pollutes, trash burned poisons the air, and recycling happens too little or is
unregulated. Producer responsibility and consum(;,r awareness campaigns have done a good
job of spreading information about the dangers of the end-of-life processing of everyday
products. But embargoes on the export and import of waste for recycling, which many green
movements advocate, will not stop the longer-term trend toward a global waste trade. The
need for materials and the availability of cheap processing will continue to govern and

encourage the movement of the developed world’s garbage to the developing world.

1. Part of the problem in regulating the recycling industry is that there is no clear
international definition of what waste actually is.

2. Current regulations related to international waste trade focus primarily on
non-hazardous recycling.

3. Green movements throughout the world support the global Waéte trade as an effective
means of’recycling.

4. India imports a significantly higher amount of electronic waste than it produces,
particularly from China.

5. Because primary resources are becoming costlier and harder to obtain, they are being

replaced by scrap materials in more and more industries.



