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Sixty-four years after they went their separate ways, high-school sweethearts Donna Baldwin, 81, and
Rene Hall, 82, tied the knot Oct. 25.

In the late 1930s, they attended school dances, went on long walks and ice-skated in the park. After
graduation, they parted and eventually married others.

When Hall's wife of 61 years died in June, he thought of his old girlfriend. "We lost touch, but you don't
forget someone you cared for," Hall said. Meanwhile, Baldwin lost her husband in 1998.

Hall found her phone number, and they met for lunch in August. He asked her to wear a red rose so he
would know her after all those years.

They talked for just a few hours before Hall returned to Florida, but they stayed in touch and Hall
proposed over the phone.
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A watch manufacturer conducted a survey on attitudes to time first in Japan (1996), and then in Hong
Kong, Germany, the USA and Australia (1997). In each case the respondents were office workers of both
SExes.
When asking someone on the telephone to “Wait a minute”, the “minute” was 32 seconds in the case of
Japan. 51 seconds in Hong Kong and 38 seconds in Australia. In the invitation “Come and have a quick
drink” “quick” meant 1 hour 24 minutes in Japan, 35 minutes in Hong Kong and 1 hour 9 minutes in

Australia. In the phrace “I’ll deal with it right away,” “right away” meant 28 minutes and 27 seconds for
Japan,16 minutes and 12 seconds for Hong Kong and 29 minutes and 7 seconds for Australia.

It is a great pity that the Latin countries such as France and Spain were not included in the survey. | am
sure that almost everyone who has had the experience of living in Spain has discovered that the “right

away” in “I'll deal with it right away” actually means “in 24 hours time.”
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William went to work each day at the General Mills plant. The work was hard and dirty,
but it was steady and William was not one to complain. Each night he came home, ate dinner,
and then picked up his paintbrush.

William painted street scenes that depicted harsh realities of city life. He painted every
night for years. His works were displayed only in his closets and spare bedroom. He showed
them to no one. In fact, he didn't like talking about his hobby at all if he could avoid it.

One of his friends practically begged William to enter one of his paintings in a local
amateur art show. William refused. And refused again the next year. Finally, the third year,
he gave in, and William found himself the winner of the grand prize.

Slowly, William overcame his reluctance and allowed some of his paintings to be shown in
the public library in a feature of local artwork. A dealer found the work and had to do a lot of
talking but finally convinced William to let her see more. A small show and the biggest check
William had ever seen soon followed.
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