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Forget man-eating sharks and crocodiles or deadly spiders and snakes -- authorities say water
is the No.1 killer in accidents during the long, hot Australian summer.

As the mercury” rises, millions flock to Australia®s dazzling beaches and sparkling pools to
cool off, a way of life in a water-obsessed nation that has produced a host of world-class swimmers
including Olympic superstar lan Thope.

A band of 33,000 volunteer lifesavers mans™" the beaches daily, and paid lifeguards are on duty
at public swimming pools, yet an average of 300 people droan each year, among them about 20 foreign
tourists and 35 toddlers.

By contrast sharks are blamed for one death a year, and crocodiles have killed only about a dozen
people in the past 20 years. In the most recent attack, a crocodile dragged a 22-year-old man to
his death in December in a flood-swollen river.

Australia®s volunteer and paid lifesavers rescued 11,500 people from the sea in 2003.

"But even one life lost to drowning in too many," said Richard Franklin, national health manager
of the Royal Life Saving Society of Australia, which has launched a "Keep Watch™ campaign to urge
people to keep an eye on fellow swimmers.

*mercury : 0O QOOOOO
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One of the first lessons many kids learn is how to get along wi'th others. When it comes to living
with jaguars, scientists, such as Alan Robinowitz of New York™s Wildlife Conservation Society”
(WCS), argue that people have forgotten this important liesson.

Jaguar numbers have dropped steeply in the last hundred years. Acoording to Scott Silver, a
preject coordinator for WCS"s Jaguar Conservation Program, no one knows for sure how many jaguars
remain in tha wild. He believes the number is only in the thousands. The main cause for this drop
is people, says Rabinowithz. Jaguars once lived from Texas, Arizona, and New Mexice all the way to
southemn Argentina. Since 1900, the amount of land fit for jaguars to live in has decreased by more
than half. Today, wild jaguar families no longer live anywhere in the United States. "We need to
work hard on saving jaguars now," said Rabinowitz.

Gunshot wounds are the main causes of jaguar deaths. Jaguars sometimes Kill cattle. As a
result, ranchers shoot jaguars to try to protect their animals. In the 1960s, people shot more than
15,000 jaguars a year in Brazil. Many ranchers worry that steps to prrotect jaguars will lead to
more jaguars killing cattle. Studies by jaguar experts show that people often blame jaguars for
killing cattle that actually died of disease, drought, or injury. IF there is enough wild prey
available, jaguars seem to prefer to eat wild animals, such as deer, according to the Wildlife
Consevation Ssociety.

* Wildlefe Consevation Society : OO0 O00OD00O0ODO
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Jean-Henri Faber”, author of Faber"s Book of Insects, is one of the most famous Frenchmen in
Japan. It"s no exaggeration to say that almost all Japanese have read the book as children, and it
has been a long-term bestceller. [0 [ [, it is said that Fabre and his book are rarely heard of
in his home country of France.

It semmes that most Americans and Europeans, including the French, aren™t much interested in
bugs, so they don"t read Faber®s book. O [O [, Japanese people have a keen sense of season when
they see butterflies flying, and enjoy listening to the chirping of insects in the summer. Fabre®s
dedication to the study of tiny creatures strikes a deep chord with Japanese people who feel a warm
affinity towards him.

Nowadays stores even sell toy crickets™” that sing as realistically as live ones for people
living in large cities deprived of nature. It seems that many Japanese people see insects as good
friends that are very much missed 0 [ [ they are not around.

* Jean-Henri Fabre :000000000
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