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Don’t count your chickens before they are hatched.

If a chicken lays four eggs, it does not mean that you will always get four chickens from
them. They may die, before they come out of the egg, or while they are still young. So it is too
soon to count how many chickens you will have, just by counting the eggs. So this proverb
means, do not be too confident before you start a project, do not think that you will definitely
succeed, do not make plans based on that success. “Be hatched” means “come out of the egg.”
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Many people despair over the bad manners of today’s young Japanese women, especially
when they do their make-up on trains and sit with their feet on the chair in restaurants. But on
the other hand, there are some nice women, too. ‘

One morning, I queued in front of an automatic machine at my local train station to buy a
commuter ticket. There were four people in front of me. The person at the front was an old
man trying to buy a new commuter ticket. He was trying to enter his name and date of birth,
but he had to start again from the beginning as he did not know how to operate the machine
properly. The woman behind him was getting irritated, glanced at her watch and after a while
she left the line. The man behind her also left with an angry look on his face.

My train was due to arrive soon and I knew that if I missed it, I would be late for work. [
also became irritated. The old man was trying to start again, shaking his head. The young
woman in front of me stepped beside the man and asked “May I help you?” The man replied
“Please!” She then proceeded to offer step-by-step instructions fo follow.

After the old man had successfully received his new ticket, he said “Thank you. Thank you”
to her and bowed repeatedly. She smiled back at him with a gentle ldok on her face. By seeing
her sincere actions, I become ashamed. I was late for work, but it was a fresh morning.
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BANDELINEATND,

2. HEHO—BANCHA TR, BHOAMPEFEARZANLEID &L, BRAEN
T2 TERN DT,

3. ZEWORIICIIEMOBEELHEE L THhEZED 4 ADBFIZESTBD, £202565405<ED
2ANFEWZHETH o 2.

4, FAORNICMA THER, HEEOR CTMEDRIEZLVEL TWD BT, BUNTHRIES
BEBATH Tz,

5. RMISHITILENZD, MEDZLENSBEH SN, RNI L2 LAEBRDTATAL VRS ZK
b> T EMTELR, |

— 12 — OM1(237—13)



[No.

25] KOTONEIZEHTEHDE L TESLZUADIEEND.

In Japan you can find examples of the cuisine of almost every country of -the world. In big

cities, such as Tokyo and Osaka, there are restaurants which specialize in the food of various

countries. Many of these, however, have adjusted their fare to suit Japanese tastes.

In the home, too, dishes from many countries are prepared as part of the day’s meals. The

most popular foreign dishes are fried eggs, hamburger, curry and rice, spaghetti, and salads.

O

Chinese: The most common foreign cuisine in Japan is Chinese, with many of the
restaurants being run by Chinese. In Yokohama, Kobe and Nagasaki can be found streets
with rows of Chinese restaurants. Most Japanese are especially fond of noodles, gyoza (a
kind of dumpling stuffed with minced pork and vegetables), and manju (buns filled with
minced pork and vegetables or bean-paste).

Korean: Korean restaurants can be found everywhere in Japan and they have a large
number of regular patrons. Grilled meat dishes, namuru and kimuchi (hot pickled
Chinese cabbage) are popular.

French: In Japan, French cuisine is considered the cuisine of the West. Various types of
hors d’ceuvres, gratins and sautés™ are used in meals prepared in the home. In addition,
many people have taken a liking to French wines and crusty French bread.

Italian: There are many similarities between Japan and Italy, such as the climate, the
abundancé of sea foods and the liking for rice and noodles. Italian dishes that are
particularly popular in Japan are the various seafood preparations, spaghetti and
macaroni.

Indian: Japanese, especially children, are very fond of curry and rice but curries prepared

for children are not very hot.

() * hors d'ceuvres, gratins and sautes : F—RT), 535>, VF—
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