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Everywhere he went, Leonardo took a little notebook with him. He made drawings of anything
that interested him. A plant. Ducks in a stream. Flowers. An insect. Some cows. Paper was very
valuable, but Leonardo was lucky. Because of his father’s business, there was always a supply.
It was one of the most important things Ser Piero ever gave his son

Even when he was a young boy, Leonardo had an amazing talent for drawing. Drawings seemed to
flow out of his fingers onto the paper. His rabbits and birds didn’t look like drawings. They looked
alive.

He understood the beauty of nature. He also knew its dangers. When he was only four years
old, a terrible hurricane struck the countryside. Farms were destroyed, and many people were killed
Then when he was ten, the Arno River flooded Florence. Leonardo watched the storm and saw the flood;
he never forgot either. All his life, he drew pictures of moving water.

Water was a source of life for animals and plants. It was also a source of destruction.
Leonardo wanted to understand both sides of this force and to control its power.

His father must have been aware of his son’s gift for drawing. All it would have taken was
one look at one sketch.
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Diamonds were made millions and millions of years ago when fuming volcanoes melted the element
called “carbon” inside some rocks. Gigantic masses of earth pressed the carbon tightly. The hot
melted carbon was squeezed so tightly that by the time it cooled, it had changed into the hard
gemstones called ”“diamonds.”

Some diamonds are found in the gravel and sand near rivers. Others are left in the mountains
by glaciers. Most diamonds are mined from rocks deep underground, usually in Africa. The country
of South Africa is the major source for the diamonds used in jewelry

Diamonds usually look like pieces of glass or dull stones when they re first taken out of the
ground. They must be cut and shaped to be used in jewelry. And diamonds are so hard that nothing
can cut them except another diamond

Using diamond-edged tools, the diamond cutter carefully shapes and polishes the diamond so that
it has straight edges and smooth surfaces. These edges and surfaces help the diamond reflect light
so that it sparkles and flashes with tiny bursts of color

Diamonds often seem to flash like white fire. But there are diamonds that have other colors.
Red, blue, and green diamonds are difficult to find. Yellow, orange, and violet diamonds are more
common. Sometimes people even find black diamonds.
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Molly Morden sat in an old chair beside the table. Molly was winding the wool from an old pullover
into a ball. She had made quite a large ball of wool. On the table were Molly s knitting and a
pair of scissors.

Molly’ s face was young and pretty and she had long golden hair. Her hands worked quickly at
the wool. As Molly worked, she looked now and then at the door

Suddenly Molly stopped working. Her hands were still. She looked towards the door and
listened. Molly could hear the soldiers as they went past the house. And she could hear the sound
of the soldiers’ voice. The sound slowly went away. Molly pulled at the wool. Again she stopped
There was a sound at the door and then three short knocks. Molly put down her work and went to the
door.

"Yes? she colled. Then she unlocked the door and Annie came in. Annie was wrapped in a
blanket. Her eyes and her nose were red. Annie came in quickly and looked around the room.

’Good evening,” Molly said. I didn’t expect you tonight. It’s cold out. Take your coat off

and warm yourself near the stove
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