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The story of the American people is a story of immigration and diversity. The United
States has welcomed more immigrants than any other country — more than 50 million in all
— and still admits almost 700,000 persons a year. In the past many American writers
emphasized the idea of the melting pot*, an image that suggested newcomers would discard
their old customs and adopt American ways. Typically, for example, the children of
immigrants learned English but not their parents’ first language. Recently, however,
Americans have placed greater value on diversity, ethnic groups have renewed and celebrated
their heritage, and the children of immigrants often grow up being bilingual.

The steady stream of people coming to America’s shores has had a profound effect on the
American character. It takes courage and flexibility to leave your homeland and come to a
new country. The American people have been noted for their willingness to take risks and try
new things, for their independence and optimism.
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Dogs are helping us out in more ways than ever. Dogs help police and rescuers find people
trapped inside buildings after major earthquakes. Dogs provide companionship to the lonely
or the elderly. They also assist the hearing impaired and the blind. And most of all, they're
great friends for people of all ages.

The friendship of dogs and man is as old as time. No one really knows, though, how the
relationship came about, but it’s one that’s always been particularly moving to me. Take, for
example, the remains of a boy and his dog unearthed by archaeologists*' from the ruins of
Pompeii. The dog seems to be pulling on the boy’s clothes, as if trying to save him.

Dogs have always helped man, and sometimes [ can’t help thinking we’re not really
returning the favor. Just look at the dogs-to-dolls trend going on nowadays, where our
four-legged friends are becoming more like accessories than companions. {f1#%)

Recently, my eves fell on a poor puppy that was in a state of major distress. A lady was
trying her best to squeeze it into a tiny sweater. The poor dog was whining*? and scratching
as it tried to stay out of the rainbow-colored straitjacket.

1 couldn’t help but think, dogs don’t ask us to wear tails so why do we make them wear
our clothes. I mean, we already demand that they live in our houses and eat our food. It seems
odd to me that you can dress a dog to look like its master, but there aren’t any fashion goods
to help masters look like their dogs!
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Rose has been an artist for many years. In her spare time she would paint beautiful
watercolor landscapes. From time to time, she would display her work in the local art show
or have some of her pieces shown in a small art shop and gallery. Whenever her family asked
her about her art, their question was either “Did you sell anything?” or “How much did you
make?” Rose felt like this wonderful form of expression, this way of being herself that was
so important to her, was completely misunderstood. She wasn’t trying to make money, she
didn’t care if it sold. She painted for herself, not for profit. Every time she was asked whether
she made any money, she would churn* inside.

Why don’t they understand me? Rose wondered. Why do these people, who should be so
close to me, seem so distant and removed? These thoughts grew inside of her and caused her
to become less comfortable around her family. Then Rose realized that her family couldn’t
read her mind and that part of the reason they didn’t understand her was that she hadn’t

explained what was really important to her.
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