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Although the natural foods movement in America has publicized the merits of organic farming for
over 50 years, only 0.2% of American farmland is used for organic products. That's only one out of
500 acres, and most of that is in western states that have mild climates. It's easier to deal with
mold and weeds'' in dry California than damp Alabama.

Still, organics have finally entered the American mainstream. Sales are rising over 20% a year.
America's largest retailer has begun selling organic produce’?, and fast-food chains provide organic
meat products alongside vegetarian dishes.

Best of all, the number of farmers' markets with local produce — much of it organic — has
doubled in a decade. The Friday market near me has incredible blueberries, freshly picked greens,
and "heirloom tomatoes" — unusual, old varieties that are difficult to find. This is the true
solution to ecological problems and rainy-day blues. Unfortunately, it's closed in winter. So for
now 1'l1 have to pour myself another cup of organic coffee — or mango amazake — and wait till the
farmers return in May.
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1'd like to suggest a few do's and don'ts for making éonversation with a foreigner that,
hopefully, will be satisfying for both of you. (HEg)

First of all, do find out how long the person has lived in Japan. If they're a tourist or someone
who's been here a short time, say a year or less, then making conversation should be pretty simple.
They'll probably enjoy talking about their impressions of Japan, Japanese food, why they came, and
what they plan to do while they're here. In other words, they won't mind being treated like a guest
or a visitor if that's what they are. And it's likely that they'll really appreciate your ability
to speak to them in Engrish or simple Japanese. (Il '

It's the long term residents in Japan that present more of a conversational challenge, 1
believe. The longer a person has been in foreign country, the more they wnat to fit in and forget
as much as possible that they're a foreigner. After all, words like gafjinmand foreigner basically
mean "outsider." And nobody really wants to be an outsider. So do try to see them as one of the
group rather than as someone different and special. In other words, don't focus too much on topics
that set them apart, like how well they use chopsticks, their ability to eat sashimi, or how different
their physical characteristics are. And don't ask them to practice English with you!

In fact, a good question to ask yourself is what do you talk about with your Japanese friends
when you go out? Just keep in mind that the resident foreigners you meet would probably enjoy the
same kind of conversation.
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In order to make pedestrians' lives easier and safer, Oxford Circus, one of the busiest street
crossings in London, has been redesigned. Today a copy of the Japanese "scramble crossing” design
was unveiled, complete with Japanese drummers.

When the traffic lights turn red, cars in all directions have to stop and let pedestrians go.
There is a 30 second window when walkers can cross in any diagonal configuration'', not just cormer
to corner. Studies have shown that an X-shaped crossing is far more efficient. Given that thousands
of shoppers cross at this busy intersection every day, it is hoped taht this will alleviate
congestion'’ and make walking easier in the compact and busy area.

As part of the £'° 5 million renovation all the barriers have also been removed. Now
pedestrians will be able to flow across the streets and into subway entrances without bottlenecks.
Sidewalk space has been enlarged by two thirds, which is a real plus at an intersection where 30,000
people can pass through in peak times.

Since the whole concept has been modelled after Shibuya Station in central Tokyo, the opening
ceremonies had a Japanese flavour. Mayor Boris Johnson struch a huge cymbal as Japanese musicians
plyaed taiko drums.
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