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If you want to tell a group of your friends how to get to a particular movie tﬁeater, it helps
. to give them directions from a place all of you know, such as Main Street, or your school.
That way, everyone can understand the same set of directions.

In the same viray, agreement on reference points is very important to geograpﬁers“. Let’s
play a game that will show you why. You and five of your friends each pick a different
continent :that you will call “home base.” Then choose a location (Greenland, for example),
and give the compass direcﬁons (N, S, E, W, NW, NE, SW, SE) and distance (near or far) to
_Greenland from each home base. ‘What happens? No two sets of directions or distances agree,
though you are all talking about the same place — Greenland. That is because you all have
a different home base, or reference point. This can be a problem for geographers, too, so they

. use agreed-upon reference points such as the equator and the prime meridian*2.
) = geographer HEaEE
*2 the equator and the prime meridian : FE AP F4H
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This week-it will be 100 years since an ‘American historian announced the discovery of

Machu Picchu, the famous Incan city-in Peru.~. Andean*! dances, concerts, mystic rituals and.

academic conferences are planned for the. celebration. -

It's one, of the most impressive and iconic-landmarks in the world, -but for Peruvians*?

Machu Picchu is much more than. an au:cha.eological"3 site. It's become a symbol of national

identity even though its origins are still mostly unknown.

Some believe it may have been a refuge for an Inca ruler,. others that it was a religious

sanctuary. It all part of. the attraction. for -the nearly million tourists- who visit the -

mountain-top citadel.every year..

A hundred years-ago the American historian- Hiram Bingham claimed to have. discovered

the city high up in the Andes, hiddeni by dense jungle: . Most experts now agree that Mr.-

Bingham, from Yale University, was not the first to rediscover Machu, Picchu A Peruvian
explorer had been there a decade earlier. .

The story of its discovery may have been romanuased, yet Mr. Bingham's expedition
certainly made this unknown wonder of the world famous.

Thousands of artefacts** which he took from these ruins are now bemg returned. They'll
go on display in nearby Cuzco later this month. A century after Mr. Bingham’s visit Peruvians
are happy to share this place with the world, but they're also keen to reclaim Machu Picchu
as their .own,
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*3 archaeological | HFHED *4 artefact : BY
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