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Most foreigners liked Japan because it was so safe. A girl from Brazil said, “You can just
wander about on your own at night anywhere in Tokyo and feel perfectly safe. It’s not like
that in Rio de Janeiro. If you hear some steps behind you at night, you get a very uneasy
feeling.”

An American man said he had come to Japan to teach English because the salary seemed
to be so high when calculated in dollars. However, after he had had to pay $1,000 a month
for an apartment which would have been $400 a month in the States, and high prices for
everything else from food to railway tickets, he found it impossible to save any money.

One European lady said she had no difficulty in finding an apartment. However, she was
very surprised when she was asked to pay six months’ rent in advance and a high fee to the
agent. On top of that, she would have to pay two months’ rent extra when the contract was
renewed every two years. The agent explained that "'this extra money was for the owner’s
‘kindness.” She felt it was due to the owner’s ‘greed’ not ‘kindness’!

A German man particularly liked the Japanese way of entertaiﬁing guests just sitting on
the floor around a table. It was very cozy to‘help yourself to meat or fish from one bowl in
the centre as in sukiyak: and nabe dishes. He said, “You get such a friendly atmosphere. The
food is always hot and you can help yourself to exactly the right amount of food you want. It’s

easy to prepare and you don’t have so many dishes to wash up afterwards. It’s just great.”
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The first time I went to a shrine I saw some people pulling sticks and getting pieces of
paper called omikuji. I learned that this was a way of telling fortunes. I decided to give it a
try. The paper I received wasn’t easy to read, but I understood that it was basically a good
fortune. Yay! Then, like the people ahead of me, I tied my paper to a tree and went home
happily. It was only a few days later that I learned my mistake. “You had a good fortune and
you tied it to a tree?” my friend asked me. “Yup,” I said. I liked this tradition. Put the wishes
out there in nature where the gods can find them! But... “You're only supposed to tie them to
a tree if they’re bad fortunes!” she told me.

Oops! I want my fortune back! I went back to the shrine to rescue my fortune. I found
the tree. There were about a million little papers on it. It was time to give up. Ilet my good

fortune blow away!
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I understand the seriousness of the current situation.

I need to away with my old clothes.

do
do
have

have

Ol = W DN

. have

make
take
make
take
take

get
get
go

get

g0

/7
It will about ten minutes to go to the nearest station.
We have to 4 everything into consideration.

/
I want to my homework finished by six o’clock.
It is not easy to 74 along with our customers.
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