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Traffic is what happens when a lot of people are using the roads. Buses taking people
to school or to work create traffic. Cars and motorcycles create traffic. Trucks carryilng
goods from ships or from factories to the stores create traffic. People riding bicycles
in the streets create traffic. You are part of the traffic of the city when you walk along
the sidewalk or across the street.

Today more and more people live in cities. As a result, there is a great deal of traffic
and usually not enough roads, and many of the roads are too narrow. In cities
all over the world, thousands of people die or are hurt in traffic accidents. Of course,
traffic accidents happen outside cities in the countryside. but there is not as much traffic.
so there are not as many accidents.

Why do accidents happen ? Some people say that it is the fault of the people Who use the
roads. That means everybody ! If every one is careful., there will be no accidents. What
do you think ?

Some people say that we must improve our roads., (“Improve” means “make better” .) we
improve roads by making them wider and straighter. Accidents often happen on narrow roads
or on corners. Drivers cannot see around corners. They cannot see other traffic coming
towards them. Sometimes they crash into each other. When roads are improved. corners are
changed. The road does not turn quickly. It curves slowly. Do you know what a “curve”
is ?Your teacher will draw one on the board.

Accidents often happen at intersections. An intersection is a place where one road crosses
another. Sometimes there are traffic lights. These stop the cars on one road and let the
cars on the other go on. Then they do not crash into each other. Sometimes there is a police
officer instead of a traffic light.

Sometimes roads do not cross. If you are in a bus or a car, you seem to be flying
over the road below. This is called an “overpass.” This is a very good idea because the
cars do no have to stop, and they cannot hit each other.

(American Start with English 6 by D. H. Howe, Oxford University Press)

1 A :That is why there are many accidents.
B : Instead., one road goes high above another.
2 A : There are too many roads in cities.
B : Therefore, back roads are very dangerous.
3 A :This is because people drive cars carelessly.
B : Traffic accidents take place outside as well as inside cities.
4 A :There are more accidents on narrow roads than on wide roads.
B : Intersections are safer than overpasses.
5 A : It shows how a lot of traffic accidents are actually taking place every day.
B : Overpasses are a good idea.
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“English is probably changing faster than any other language” . says Alan Firth, a
linguist at the University of Aalborg in Denmark,  “because so many people are using it” .

More than 1 billion people are believed to speak some form of English. For every native
speaker. there are three nonnative speakers. Three—quarters of the world s mail is in
English and four—fifths of electronic information is stored in English.

As more nonnative speakers converse with each other. hundreds of ‘- varieties of English
are taking on lives of their own around the world.

But the uncontrolled, global germination of so many “Englishes” has some worried.
English purists., led by Britain’ s Prince Charles, bemoan the degradation of the language
as they see it.

Multiculturalists, meanwhile, say the -+ spread of English effectively commits

“linguistic genocide” by killing off dozens of other languages

These differing views lead to the question : Is the world taking English by storm or is
FEnglish taking the world by storm?

Tom McArthur. editor of the Oxford Companion to the English Language. says that in
20 to 30 countries around the world, English is merging with native languages to create
hybrid Englishes.

“The tensions between standard English and hybrid Englishes are going to become very,
very great.,” says Mr. McArthur, who calls the process neither good nor bad. “We are
going to have to keep on our toes. Some standard form of English [should be maintained]

- as a tool of communication.”

Prince Charles recently warned of a creeping degradation of the English language. lashing
out at Americans for cheapening it with bad grammar.

“People tend to invent all sorts of nouns and verbs and make words that shouldn’ t be” .
said Prince Charles at the March launching of a five-year British effort to preserve

“English English”

“T think we have to be a bit careful, otherwise the whole thing can get rather a mess” .
he added.

Danish Professor Firth, who studies conversations between nonnative speakers when they
conduct business, says businessmen tend to... use simplified grammar and develop and use
their own English terms to cut a deal.

“People develop their own ways of doing business with each other., of talking and even

»

writing... that native speakers might not understand, Firth says. “And native speakers

join in and start to speak that way also.”

But those who seek to preserve native cultures warn that in many parts of the world,
English is taking more than it is giving. Some linguists attending the 1995 global Cultural
Diversity Conference held in Sydney last month warned of accelerating global

“linguicide.”
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Schools in former European colonies still use English or French to assimilate ethnic
populations, eradicating dozens of native languages., they warn....
Oxford Companion editor McArthur says the spread of English can’t be halted. The
globalization of the world, mostly driven by economics, 1is inevitable
“It’ s the [world s] need for a unified language of trade, politics, and culture, ”
he says. “We’re going to lose a lot of languages around the world, but if it’ s not English,

it would be something else.”

(Interactions 2 Reading by Pamela Hartmann & Elaine Kirn, McGraw Hill)

1 According to this article, probably four—fifths of the world speak English.

2 Two groups of people with differing views are native speakers of English and nonnative
speakers of English.

3 This article indicates that Prince Charles does not appear to like American English.

4 “Linguicide” probably means the preservation of languages.

5 Tom McArthur., editor of Oxford Companion, believes that it is not necessary to have

a standard form of English.
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Nearly 3 million people were studying the Japanese language in 133 countries and
territories worldwide as of 2006, wup more than 25 percent from three years earlier,
according to a survey conducted by the Japan Foundation.

The organization., one of whose main duties is to promote Japanese—language education
overseas, last week released the data from its latest survey., conducted between November
last year and March this year. It has been conducting surveys of this kind since
1979-initially every five years but now every three years beginning from the latest one

For the survey. the Japan Foundation sent questionnaire sheets to about 27, 000
educational institutions worldwide., of which 75 percent responded. It found that there
were 2. 979, 820 students of the Japanese language overseas last year., about 23 times
larger than the student number in 1979.

The government has been aiming at increasing the number of students of the Japanese
language to 3 million by 2010. The Japan Foundation’s latest survey shows that the goal
has almost been achieved

By nation and territory. South Korea topped the list with about 910, 000 students.,
followed by China and Australia with about 680, 000 and 370, 000, respectively. The number
of students in these three countries accounted for about two—thirds of the total figure.

Compared to the 2003 survey. 95 countries and territories saw increases in the number

of students of Japanese.
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On the other hand, 31 countries and territories showed the opposite trend —with Australia
and the United States among them. The United States, the sixth highest country in terms
of the number of students, had a 15.9 percent decrease

The organization guesses that behind such decreases, there is an increasing popularity
for learning other languages such as Chinese and Spanish.

Of the 3 million, nearly 60 percent were students at the primary and secondary school
level, while about 25 percent were studying at higher educational institutions. About
490, 000 were taught at other institutions outside the formal education system. such as
language schools in the private sectors. This was an increase of nearly 70 percent from
the 2003 survey.

“This is a new phenomenon that is occurring, ” said Katsumi Kakazu., a Japan Foundation
official who led the survey.

Nowadays., there is a greater variety of available methods for learning languages other
than attending traditional classroom lessons, such as using the Internet, but the survey
could not cover such individuals

“[Sending the questionnaire sheets to relevant organizations] was a primitive but steady
approach. The survey shows that there were ‘at least’ 3 million people studying Japanese
worldwide, ” he said. “We’d like to find a way to cover students learning by various
other methods in the future.”

(The Daily Yomiuri, Nov. 8. 2007)
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(Mike calls his friend Sally at her office.)
Mike :Hello., Sally. this is Mike.
Sally :Hello, Mike. How did your big brother’s job interview go today?
Mike :Well., when I got home from school. he told me that he failed the job interview
at the furniture factory.

Sally : How did Johnny know so quickly? It’s still too early to know the result, isn't

it?
Mike A
Sally B
Mike C
Sally D
Mike E

Sally :Is there anything I can do to help?

Mike : 1 hate to ask you this, but can you ask around your company to see if there are

any positions open?

Sally :Ican, butI can tmake any promises. In the meantime, have himcheck the classified

ads in the newspaper to see if anything comes up.

Mike :OK., I'11 tell him. Thanks for your help and sorry to trouble you.

Sally :Don’t mention it

Mike : Thanks.

(Social Issues in a Contemporary World, SEIBIDO)

a I don’t think so. A police record follows a person around like a shadow. He’ 11 have
it with him for the rest of his life. He really regrets what he did.

b Right after the interview, they said to him,  “I’m sorry Mr. Carson, we don’t hire
people with police records.”

¢ What a shame! I can’t believe he did that! He was such a good boy when he was young.
Maybe his character changed for the worse after he entered high school. Is it possible
for him to move to another state and begin looking for a job there?

d VYeah, 1it’s not something that my family is proud of. When he was in high school,
he was caught shoplifting in a supermarket with some friends. The clerk called the police
and he was arrested

e You never told me that he has a police record.

A B C D E

1 d ¢ b a e
2 b e d ¢ a
3 a d ¢ e b
4 ¢ a e d
5 e b a c
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