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Scientists speculate that prehistoric peoples first obtained iron from the remains
of ancient meteorites. They used this iron to fashion tools, weapons, ornaments,
and a variety of other items. Some credibility is given to the claims of these
scientists by the fact that in several old languages, the word for iron is roughly
translated as “metal from the sky.” Scientists have documented the earliest use of
iron as occurring around 4000 B.C., but they are uncertain when iron was first
produced by smelting iron ore.

The Hittites of ancient Turkey were the first society known to make extensive
usé of the iron they created. By 1400 B.C., they were manufactﬁring large
quantities of hardened iron for tools and weapons. By 1000 B.C, civilizations in
India and China also acquired the ability to produ‘ce iron; the socalled Iron Age was
well under way. Initially, the furnaces used to. produce iron were shallow, bowl-
shaped hearths where iron ore and charcoal were heated. When heafed in this way
for several hours, the iron ore would r-,elease its oxygen into the surrounding hot
carbon. Shiny iron would remain. However, usable, hardened iron this was not. A
repeated process of hammering and reheating had to be applied to the iroﬁ to
remove weaknesses and impurities. Only then was the iron of sufficient quality.
Later, furnaces were improved by blowing air into them. This increased the
maximum temperature of the furnace and allowed for a higher quality of iron.

Eventually, bellows were develloped to replace the more pri}nitive method of
tuyeresmthat was first used to inject air into thé furnace. By 700 A.D., ironworkers
iri what‘is now modern Spain invented a furnace where air was forced by water
power. This led to large increases in efﬁciency. A single furnace could now produce
over 350 pounds of wvrought iron in a five-hour period. Subsequent developments
in furnaces included the shaft furnace of the Middle Ages, and the blast furnace,
which was really just a shaft furnace made with molten iron, that was frequently
used after 1300.

(KAPLAN TOEFL by M. J. Rymniak, G. Kurlandski, K. A. Smith, and the stéff of



Kaplan Educational Centers)

%1 ironore HRELE
%2 furnace y I
% 3  tuyere I

1 Scientists have already proved that earliest iron was produced by melting
iron ore about 6000 years ago.

2 In the early days of hearths the iron had to be repeatedly hammered, which
prevented the in-take of carbon.

3 Blowing air into a furnace increased the maximum temperature of the
furnace, yielding a higher quality of charco‘eﬂ. |

" 4 TIronworkers in Spain invented the first solar furnace which was operated by

water power. ’

5 The shaft furnace was considered to be the most common method of iron

production after the 14th century.
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Larry: It's going to be a great party Saturday night, huh Julie?
Julie:  Yeah, but I don't know what I'm going to do—1I have a million things to
do this weekend.

Larry: Is there anything I can do?

Julie:  Well, yeah, maybe. { A J I have a thousand
things to buy. |

Larry: Well, I guess so — anyway, I'll ask.

Julie:  Great! Pick me up around six, and — oh yeah! Can you lend me thirty or
forty dollars? ‘

Larry: Of course, no problem. I have about sixty if you need it.‘

Julie: That'll be perfect, Larry, thanks. And after we go shopping, could you
possibly pick up Gina and Marisol — .

Larry: Gina and Marisol? But why —

Julie: — and Bonnie and Francine and Maggie?

Larry: Well, it's a small car, but.. sure, I'd be glad to.

Julie:  And listen, I don't have time to do that English homework this weekend,
so I was wondering if you could possibly write a short essay for me, just a
page or two?

Larry: Oh I'm sorry Julie, but I really have a lot of homework, and —

Julie:  Oh never mind, it can wait, I suppose- 1 B | 1

did it at lunch.

" Larry: Not at all. Tonight I'm doing 7y math homework, and —

Julie:  Are you free tomorrow?

Larry: Tomorrow? -

Julie: Yeah. Would it be possible for you to watch my brother ]immy for an
hour or two? I'm supposed to baby-sit after lunch, but —

Larry: I'm afraid I can’t, Julie. I have basketball practice all afternoon. Sorry.

Julie: Basketball practice? But how can I get reédy for the party if you can't

— 28 —



do anything for me?

el
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(Fifty-Fifty Book Two by W. Wilson and R. Barnard)

Do you. think you could borrow your dad’s car and take me shopping
tonight? ‘

But would you mind checking over my rﬁath homework?

Would you please go shopping at a supermarket for me right now?
Sorry, but I can’t go out for lunch W_ith you.

I'm Won_dering if you could ask your mom to go shopping with us at

noon?

At any rate let’s do our homework together, shall we?

May I help you with your homework?
By the way, can I talk to you personally after lunch?
I suppose you have some money with you I can borrow for a few days.

Besides, can I ask you to type this two-page essay for me?
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As of 2006, UNESCO has listed over 800 “World Heritage Sites.” Among them
are both ancient monuments and areas of natural beauty. The sites are on every
continent. Some are above the clouds, others under the sea. Countries and regions
can benefit from heritage sites ( A ) the fact that they attract tourists. But
sites must be carefully preservéd in order to keep people visiting. When tourists
ranked sites with respect to their quality, the Pyramids, ( »B ) their great age,
only scored 50, well below ancient Kyoto, at 75, on account of Egypt’s increasing
pollution and damage to the monuments. | |

Yakushima, a small island between Kyushu and Okinawa, was listed ( C )
its remarkable sugi trees, some kof which are over 2,000‘years old\. You can drive
around the island by car in just a few hours, but it's better to étay for a few days.
In order to see the trees, you must go on foot. If you leave at seven in the morning, .
you can reach them by the afternoon. Once you get into the forest, you'Aare in a
lost world. . » |

Humans are now ( D ) destroying the environment. Until we get better at

looking after it, World Heritage Sites like Yakushima will remain a precious

resource.
(Writing Updates by H. Kizuka and R. Northridge)
A B C D

1 in spite of instead of on account of - because of

2 owing to in case of thanks to on the ground of

3 in view of in spite of "because of on the point of

-4 judging from despite on top of looking forward to
5 as a result of due to in place of on the verge of
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- People may feel uncomfortable when they hear that even such a personal unit as
the family is no exception to the ongoing process of globalization. -

However, such a phenomena can be observed in many countries at a time when
nursing care workers know no national borders.

The vreason behind the phenomena is the aging population in advanced countries
and an incr/ease in the number of working women. In countries where welfare
progfams leave much to be desired and few men do the household chores and
nurse their parents, it is easy to see a collapse in thé supply and demand balance of
nursing cére‘ within the family.

To fill’ thjs nursing care and housework “deficit balance,” nursing care workers
and household qukers—most of whom are women — head to advanced countries
from developing countries.

Italy is “advanced” in this perspective. Since the 1980s, the country has been
accepting such workers from countries including Eritrea, the Philippines and Peru.
The number of nursing care workers and household workers from Romania and
Ukraine increased rapidly‘ in the 1990s, and growth has been accelerating this
Cehtury.

In Italy, péople refer to such workers aé “badante,” a word derived from “badare,”
which means to take care of someone. The total number of such workers is
unknown, because many work in‘Italy without visas. However, in one estimate,
about 650,000 to 1 million badante are working in the country — perhaps even
more. Many bf them live in households containing elderly people and engage in the

- kind of work that previously would have been shouldered by wives, daughters and
daughters-in-law. Their monthly wage is about 700 euros to 900 euros, which is
about half the amount it would take to hire an Italian worker.

The practice of hiring badante is widespread and deeply rooted in Italy. As a

result, political parties calling for a clampdown on immigration, such as the Lega



Nord (Northern League), say they are prepared to make an gxception for badante
workers.

The practice of accepting nursing care workers and household workers from
overseas also can be seen in other European countries, such as Austria and
Germany. |

The situation is not so different in Asia.

About 800,000 foreign nursing care workers and household workers — mostly
women — are employed in Asian countries including Hong Kong, Taiwan, South
Korea and Malaysia. |

In relation to this practice, intgrnationaﬂy arranged marriages are increasing in-
Asian countries. Two in seven marriages in Talwan, and more than one-third in
farming villages in South Korea, are intérnationally arranged.

In Tokyo, the number of households hiring foreign housekeepers is increasing
gradually. The Japanese government has allowed Indonesian, and Filipinos to work.
in the nation’s nursing homes for the elderly.

Workers who have crossed national borders have been dramatically changing
the makeup of households and welfare facilities of the countries in which they
operate. _

Thinking back to the past, household styles have changed significantly over
several generations, from extended families living under one roof to nuclear,
families. In Japan, people Who li\}e alone now account for a quarter of all
households. |

Foreign residents now play an important role in many of the nation’s households. |
The number of such households will continue to increase as globalization marches
on.

(The Daily Yomiuri, Sep. 12, 2009 by Ken Endo)
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