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The age at which an individual learns a second language may affect the manner
in which it is learned and the proficiency that is achieved. While there is
considerable disagreement among scholars about differences between children
and adults in their ability to learn a second language, the one point on which
everyone agrees is that children find pronunciation easier to learn than adults do.
( A ) some adults can learn to speak a second language without a “foreign
accent,” most adults do not. Children, on the other hand, up to the age of about
twelve usually learn quite quickly to sound like native speakers of the language.
The reasons for this difference between children and adults are a matter of some
dispute but it is probable that it is linked to the maturation of the brain, which
reaches its greatest weight about the age of twelve.

Other differences between children and adults in learning a second language
are harder to isolate because their learning situations are seldom the same.
Generally, children have more time and energy to devote to language learning
than adults and they are usually more subject to ridicule from their peers if they
make mistakes. It is also possible that some of the ability that enabled them to
learn their first language without explicit teaching is still functioning to help
them learn a second language. Adults, ( B ), often are more accustomed to
gaining information from written materials and thus can make better use of texts,
grammar books, and dictionaries. In spite of the differences, there is plenty of
evidence that both children and adults can become very proficient in a second
language and the question that then arises is why everyone can learn one
language but so many people encounter difficulties in learning a second one.

(Generally Speaking : How Children Learn Language by Ronald Macaulay)
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Before
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Although
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as a matter of fact
on the other hand
to the contrary
as a matter of form
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Woman : Jack wants to buy a new car in the worst way. It doesn’'t make sense,

Man

but I can’t talk him out of it.

- It’s plain that he can’t afford a new car) |

Woman : I tried to, but he just won't listen to reason. I finally gave up trying to

Man

talk him out of it.
: Well, if he thinks that he’s going to talk me into lending him the money,
he’s got another thought coming !

(Dialogs & Drills in Idiomatic English Volume III by WM. B. White)

Are you going to help him to buy one in some reason?

Could vou lend me ten thousand dollars just for a few days?

Let’'s have a chat about him over a cup of coffee tomorrow, shall we?
Can’t you persuade him to settle for a used one?

Do you think he has enough money to buy one now ?
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Ethan

Mava:

Ethan:

Mava:

Ethan:

Ethan

Ethan

Maya:

Ethan

Mayva:

: I thought Professor Cornfield’s lecture was really great ! I didn’t know that we

don’t need to eat meat to live.

Really ? You liked her lecture ? I wanted to leave class early. Ilove meat. In

fact, I'm going to have a hamburger for lunch.

Did you pay attention? Were vou sleeping 7 She said that eating meat hurts,

even destroys, the environment.

Mavbe, but that’s only her opinion. You know, we humans have always eaten

meat. It’s part of our nature. It's what we do. I don’t understand her opinion

that eating meat hurts the environment. Humans have always eaten meat.

It’s more than just Professor Cornfield’s opinion. It's a fact that rain forests

in Central America are being destroyed in part to export cheap beef to other

countries, including our country. And that hamburger you like so much—well,

it takes 20 square meters of rain forest for each burger! So not eating that

hamburger can help save rain forests.

: Well, that’s important! So if I stop eating hamburgers, I'll help save the
environment ? Is that right?

: Yes, that’s right. Each of us has to think about our environment. Also, eating
meat, especially beef, can cause heart disease.

: OK, OK. T've heard that before. And I guess it’s true. But we need protein.
And protein comes from meat.

Professor Cornfield said that we can get protein from other types of food, not

just meat. Tofu is rich in protein.

Tofu! Do you eat tofu?

s Sometimes. It’s pretty good. You should try it!

No thanks. Tofu’s not for me. Maybe I can do something else to help the

environment. Now, where can I get a hamburger ?

(Impact Issues 2 by Richard R. Day, Joseph Shaules, and Junko Yamanaka)
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Maya didn’t agree with Professor Cornfiéld, but she liked the lecture.
According to Ethan, not eating beef helps save the rain forests.
Maya thinks that eating meat is important because meat has protein.
Ethan suggests that they eat Tofu instead of hamburgers for lunch.

Professor Cornfield said that humans can live without eating meat.
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Americans use telephones quite a lot. According to the National Exchange
Courier Association, the average American spends thirty minutes a day on the
telephone. Some playful arithmetic tells us that during a seventy-year life span,
the average American spends 12,775 hours on the telephone | Despite frequent use
of the telephone, many people do not know how to use this familiar instrument
skillfully. ( A )

You can learn to interact effectively in all telephone communications, if you
become aware of the limitations of the time and technology. Because you are not
with the person vou are talking to, you cannot see his or her environment and
nonverbal posture or movement. ( B )

For example, have vou ever stopped to think that you might be interrupting
someone when you call? There are times when an answerer definitely does not
welcome the interruption. It is impossible for you to anticipate that reaction. But
if the answerer seems irritated or abrupt, don’t take the reaction personally.
( C )

Another related perspective may be gained from thinking about the use of
telephone answering machines. They are increasingly common, even though
many callers are uncomfortable with them simply because they are machines.
However, answering machines are designed to facilitate communication, not
hamper it. When a machine answers your call, remember that a real person
installed and programmed that machine. Think of that person saying, “I cannot
be interrupted right now because I am away or busy, but I appreciate you calling
and would like to communicate with you soon.” ( D )

Your ability to use the telephone skillfully can affect your success on the job
and in your personal life. A telephone connection is a mechanical channel in the
process of communication. ( E )

(Dynamics of Speech by Myers and Herndon)
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7 Effective communicators develop strong telephone skills.

4 The individual is saying that he or she will respond to you when time is
available.

7 The response is probably related to the interruption, not to you as an
individual.

T This activity, to which we devote so much time, and which is so important
to personal and professional functions, deserves some attention.

#  You must rely instead on vour clear, articulate language skills and on your

sensitivity to this particular communication channel.

A B C D E
1 T A a % I
2 A 7 T 7 #
3 Y7 T 1 T x
4 T * 7 1 T
5 7+ T 7 7 4
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