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Besides good bealth, time is perhaps the most valuable thipg any human can
have. The v;ray thaf societies think about fime can be quite different and thege
various ways of looking at time affect our behavior. ( A ), Japan is said to
havea peist-ériented cilture and North America a future-oriented one. { B ),
‘ Japanese are considered much more long-term oriented than North Americans,
and are thought to be ‘being-oriented’ instead of ‘doing-oriented’ like North
Americans.‘ Let’s take a look at what these differences really mean.

~ As with many East Asian cultures, Japanese culture is oriented to the past.

This means that Japanese believe that ideas and decisions made in the past are -

important for guiding behavior and making decisions in the present. This
‘ thinking may come from Shintoism, which has stré'n.g beliefs about ancestor
worship, and Confuciénism, which emphasizes studying the classics. {( C ), in
Japan, it;troducing new ways of doing things is often difficult. |

" (Paul Stapleton, Exploring Hidden Culture X )

(1) Shintoism  #n¥
(B-2) Confucianism E#

7 For example '

4 As aresult
7 Also

A B C
17 4 v
2 7 7 4
3 4 7 v
4 7 7T 4
5 v 4 7
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Of all the wonderful and uniquely human characteristics of man, his ability to
communicate through the use of language is perhaps the most important: While
it is true that man can communicate in many non-lang‘*ugge Wways, you can imagine
how limited his ability to communicate would be without language.

Without language, man would corﬁmunicate only simple.thoughts, ideas, and

- experiences. But with iangﬁage, he can tz'tlk to other men and he can put his talk
into Wﬁting for other men to read. By these means he can make known to others
. all of his thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences. .

By means of language, man can also learn about the thoughts and experiences
of others without being present when those thoughts were expressed or when
those experiences happened. Thus: man can use language not only to transmit
information to others, but to discover new learnings. Through language, men of
the present generation have available to them knowledge acquired by men in ’past
generations. They can use that knov_vledge -to help them build new knowledge,
and they in turn, by means of language, can pass along that expanded knowledge
to men of succeeding generations. o o :

(Paul R. Hanna, et al., Ways OF Communicating X V)

1 ADEELACERLEL 2 HEEEE) SCFELLN, |

2 ARBEIFELLCCY, PMEL OBRY YRR B LATE B,

3 MOARPERLE )L ERBLL L 2 HEADETIHT, AREHERC
FoTENDAR DBBOHL R ELT ENTE D, |

4 AEHEERAIE 3 b2t ic SR H 5,

5 LT, BROALILBEOAL ORBEFECTE 3,
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Thailand is famous around the world for many things: old temples, delicious
‘food, exotic dances and very friendly people. It's also famous.for the world’s
worst traffic ja}ms ! The distance from the centre of Bangkok to the airport is
only around 3,0; kilometres. Yet during rush hour at the weekend, the journey has
been known to take up to five hours ! Some Japanese businessmen say they won't
do business in that city unless they cantravel ﬁom the airport by helicopter. Yes,
I understand why this is. It’s'terrible when you've got a plane to catch and after
a considerable time, your taxi has hardly moved.

However, one lady who owns several boutiques seems to have found the answer
to the problem. It’s important foir her to travel to her various boutiques spread
around Bangkok as quickly as possible. Formerly, she used to travel around in
étylé in her chauffeur-driven Mercedes-Benz. But this isn't always possible
nowadays. ( A ) A motorbike is transported on the roof of hercar. { B )
(-C ) .

(Brian W. Powle, My Humorous World £9)

7 Then, leaving her car behind, she squeezes through the traffic ahead on her
motorbike and is able to arrive on time for any appointment.

A So, when her limousine gets stalled iri. a traffic jam, she is quite prepared
for it.

7 So, when she is stuck iﬁ a traffic jam, she has the driver take the motorbike

" down from the roof.
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