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I do not like peas now. I did not like peas then. I have always hat’ed’ peas.
It is a complete mystery to me why anyone would voluntarily eat peas. I did
not eat them at home. I did hot eat them at restaurants. And I certainly Wés
not-about to eat them now.
“Eat your peas,” my grandmother said.
“Mother,” said‘ my mother in her warning voice. “He doesn’t like peas. Leave
him alone.”
My grandmother did not reply, but there was a glint in her— eye and a grim set
'to her jaw that signaled she was not going to be thwarted. She leaned in my
direction, looked me in the eye, and ﬁttered the fateful.words that changed my
life. |
. “T'll pay you five dollars if you eat those peas.”” ’
I had absolutely no idea of the impending doom that was heading my way like
" a giant wrecking ball*. I only knew that five dollars was an enormous, nearly
unimaginable* amount of money, and as awful as peas were, only one plate of
them stood between me and the possession of those five dollars. I began to force
the wretched things down my throat.
My mother was livid*. My grandmother had that self-satisfied” look of
someone who has thrown down an unbeatable trump card. “I can do what I
- want, Ellen, and you can’t stop me.” My mother glared at her mother. She
glared at me. No one ca;l glare like my mother. If there were a glaring
Olympics, she would undoubtedly win the gold medal.
(Paul Auster : $H T3 - BRI [F2 a0 - R b= —-7ov=712]1283)
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There Will be setbacks and false starts. There are many who won't agree
with every decision or policy I make as president. And we know the government
can’t solve every problem.

But I will always be with you about the challenges we face. I will
listen to you, especially when we disagree. And, above‘gH,’ I will ask you to join
in the Yvork of remaking this nation, the only way it’s been done in America for
221 years—block by block, brick by bfick, calloused hand* by calloused'hand.

What began 21 months ago in the depths of winter cannot end on this autumn
night. .

This victory alone is not the change we seek. It is only the chah‘ce for us to
make that . And that cannot happen if we go back to the way things
were., “

It can’t happen Withouf you, without a new spirit of service, a new spirit of
\ sacrifice.

So let us summon a new spirit of patriotism, of responsibility, where each of

us resolves to pitch in* and work harder and look after not only ourselves but

each other.
(James M. Vardaman, Jr. | AP [+ S<BRIOmEH] 12 & 3)
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