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Britain has an unhappy history with hung parliaments. The last case
occurred in 1974, when Conservative Prime Minister Edward Heath called an
election that Labour won without claiming an absolute majority. Mr. Heath
tried to stay in office by forging a coalition with the Liberal Party, but he was
forced out a mere four days later. Mr. Harold Wilson, from Labour, took over
for a tumultuous eight-month reign. Mr. James Callaghan followed as prime
minister in a minority Labour government but he was held hostage to the
demands of small parties that exerted maximum leverage in an attempt to
exploit his weakness. The result was virtual paralysis that led to an economic
crisis and forced the country to seek a bailout™ from the International
Monetary Fund*. v

Ominously, some of those same conditions are evident today. The election
was held amid great uncertainty in Europe created by Greece’s economic crisis.
The fears of contagion® are real; while most observers have focused on Spain
and Portugal, Britain is not immune.

The country’s budget deficit will exceed that of Greece next year and getting
Britain’s economic house in order is the next prime minister’s first priority. But
that promises to be a painful exercise that could turn public opinion against the
ruling party and could scare potential coalition partners away.

(VX84 £ X [The Japan Timestt#i%k] L Y)
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Let no one think that pleasure is immoral. Pleasure in itself is a great good,
all pleasure, but its consequences may be such that the sensible person eschews
certain varieties of it. Nor need pleasure be gross and sensual. They are wise
in their generation who have discovered that pleasure is the most
satisfying and the most enduring. It is well to acquire the habit of reading.
There are few sports in which you can engage to your own satisfaction after
you have passed the prime of life; there are no games except patience, chess
problems and crossword puzzles that you can play without someone to play
them with you. Reading suffers from no such disadvantages; there is no
occupation—except perhaps needle-work?*, but that leaves the restless spirit at
liberty—which you can more easily take up at any moment, for any period, and
more easily put aside when other calls press upon you; there is no other
amusement that can be obtained in these happy days of public libraries and
cheap editions at so small a cost. To acquire the habit of reading is to construct
for yourself a refuge from almost all the miseries of life. Almost all, I say, for
I would not go so far as to pretend that to read a book will assuage™ the pangs
of hunger or still the pain of unrequited® love; but half a dozen good detective
stories® and a hot-water bottle will enable anyone to snap his fingers* at the
worst cold in the head. But who is going to acquire the habit of reading for
reading’s sake, if he is bidden to read books that him?

(Books and You, W. Somerset Maugham :
BEFFERL - Michael Pronko [—IOBF CHEC ZX] & 0)

* needle-work <o HLw>9 % assuage - RhbiTh
% unrequited - b 7w % detective story - HEHE/ NG
% snap one’s fingers -+ MHT 5
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1 affectionate bore

2 affectionate interest

3 intellectual bore

4 intellectual interest

5 reading bore
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