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There can seldom have been a greater need than now of a critic of authority,
for the arts are at sixes and sevens®. We see composers telling stories, painters
philosophizing, and novelists preaching sermons; we see poets impatient with
their own harmony trying to fit with their verse the other harmony of prose, and
we see the writers of prose trying to force on it the rhythms of verse. Someone
is badly wanted to define oncé more the characters peculiar to the several arts
and to point out to those who go astray that their experiments can lead only to
their own confusion. It is too much to exﬁe‘ct that anyone may be found who
can speak with equal competence in all the arts; but, the demand producing the

supply, we may still hope that one of these days a critic will arise to ascend the

throne once occupied by Sainte-Beuve and Matthew Arnold. He could do
much. I have read lately two or three books in which a claim is made to form
an exact science of criticism. They have not convinced me that such a thing is
possible. Criticism to my mind is a personal matter, but there is nothing against
that if the critic has a great personality. It is dangerous for him to look upon
his activity as creative. His business is to guide, to appraise, and to point to new
avenues of creation, but if he looks upon himself as creative he will be more
occupied with creation, the most enthralling® of human activities, than with the
function proper to him. It is perhaps well for him to have written a play, a novel
and some verse, for thus as in no other way can he acquire the technique of

letters; but he cannot be a great critic unless he has realized that to create is not

his affair.
(W. Somerset Maugham : AARZR - BEEE [WHRE—24] 2L 3)
% at sixes and sevens -+ BELL % enthralling - WTT5L97%
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There’s one region in the south of Alaska* called Glacier Bay*, where many
glaciers flow into the sea. To all appearances the water looks warm, but it’s
actually extremely cold, and if you fell into the sea there you'd die within 15
minutes. I once traveled inside this region for about a month by kayak*, which
is the only way of seeing the area. The reason it’s the only way is because on
land access is blocked by many glaciers, so going by water is the only way to
travel around.

At Glacier Bay, any number of glaciers collapse into the sea, making for an
amazing scene of the Earth truly moving. When riding in a kayak, it's this
breaking away of glaciers that you have to be most careful gébout. When a
glacier collapses, it causes a small tsunami wave in the water. This is what is
most frightening, and I have vivid mémories of rowing my kayak always
paying attention to the glaciers and being careful not to fall into the
water. Once, when I was rowing near a glacier, the glacier suddenly broke off
and [ was unable to escape in time. A huge wave was approaching and I was
at wits’ end what to do. I then began rowing the kayak straight into the wave,
and with a prayer I managed to ride the wave. Sometimes I have truly
experiences like that, but the magnificence* of Nature in such grand
scale makes it all worthwhile.

| | (¥l : Robert A. Mintzer [skk~0ME] 1 & 3)

* Alaska T XM * Glacier Bay - Tv—vr—&
* kayak oo Xy 7 * magnificence RELLE
7 4

1 easily exciting

2 easily uncomifortable

3 nervously embarfassing

4  nervously scary

5 rapidly irritating
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7 Being an English-speaking stranger in Japan is not easy if you can’t speak
or read Japanese very well.

A This is a potentially dangerous problem when it comes to food.

v7  In European countries you can check unfamiliar words in your dictionaryﬂ
in a‘fevv seconds, but finding the meaning and pronunciation of an unknown
kanji can take ten minutes.

I For example, the first time I attempted to eat a self-heating benito, 1
misread the instructions and opened the bottom section; it contained a white
substance I thought was some kind of rice. |

7 Fortunately, I survived.

% Wrong! It was the mineral responsible for the heating.

% The first mouthful made that very clear. ‘
(Stuart Varnam-Atkin [Trad Japan, Mod Nipponl i & %)
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