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I liked the truckers very much, as I always like specialists. By listening to them
talk T accumulated a vocabulary of the road, of tires and springs, of overweight. The
truckers over long distances have stations® along their routes where they know the
service men and the waitresses behind the counters, and where occasionally they
meet their opposite numbers in other trucks. The great get-together” symbol is the
cup of coffee. I found I often stopped for coffee, not because I wanted it but for a
rest and a change from the unrolling highway. It takes strength and control and
attention to drive a truck long distances, no matter how much the effort is made
easier by air brakes and power-assisted steering. It would be interesting to know
and easy to establish with modern testing methods how much energy in foot
pounds is expended in driving a truck for six hours. Once Ed Ricketts and I,
collecting marine animals, turning over rocks in an area, tried to estimate how much
weight we lifted in an average collecting day. The stones we turned over were not
large—weighing from three to fifty pounds. We estimated that on a rich day, when
we had little sense of energy expended, each of us had lifted four to ten tons of
rock. Consider then the small unnoticed turning of the steering wheel,
perhaps the exertion of only one pound for each motion, the varying pressure of
foot on accelerator, not more than half a pound perhaps but an enormous total over
a period of six hours.

(John Steinbeck [TRAVELS WITH CHARLEY ] 124 5%)
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Once upon a time there was a mother with only one child. She loved the little
girl so much that one morning, after she’d seen her off to school, she sat down in
the kitchen by the fire and said to herself : “What can I do for a surprise for my
little Mary, this afternoon when she comes home?”

At first she couldn’t think of anything, but as she sat staring out the window she
saw hop from behind a bush, right on the edge of the forest, the biggest, brownest
rabbit she’d ever seen. She went over to the door, opened it a little, and peeped”
out at him. The rabbit saw her, but instead of runningﬂ away he just looked at her.
She tiptoed toward him a step at a time, until finally she could almost reach out
and touch him, and still the rabbit didn’t stir. But all of a sudden he wrinkled* up
his nose, twitched* his ears, and gave a big sneeze”. It was such a big sneeze that
it made the mother jump, and the rabbit jumped too, and away he went into the
forest.

The mother said to herself : “Never in all my life have I seen a rabbit as big as
that or as brown as that or as tame* as that—what a pity he won’t be here this
afternoon for my little girl to see!” And no sooner had she said it than she thought
of the surprise she could have for her daughter.

(Randall Jarrell [The Gingerbread Rabbit] 12X %)
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Shigeru couldn’t help but ask one further question. A question that knocked
Roger’s Japanese for a loop.

“What'd you do?”

Roger slurped* down some beer, then yapped®, “I washed monkeys, that’s what.”

The word for monkey in Japanese is saru and the word for dishes is sara.

Shigeru fought to keep composure®. “You washed monkeys?”

“Damned right. Twenty hours a week for four years. Forty hours a week in the
summer.”

“That must have been hard.”

“Of course, it was hard! And it paid like crap, too. But I figured...Hell ... people
will always need clean monkeys. So I stuck with it.”

“You must...” Shigeru struggled to squeeze out his sentence. “Have gotten good
at it”

“Hah!” Roger spat. “You got that right! I got so good, I could scrub down a whole
cart of monkeys in minutes. But I tell ya... the punishment I took. I mean, I'd come
home and look at my hands and they’d be as red as boiled lobsters from dipping
those monkeys in hot water.”

Shigeru brushed a tear from his eye.

“What the hell are you smiling at? You think that’s too low class!? You too proud
to wash a monkey!?”

“No, no...” Shigeru put a hand on Roger’s arm. “It’s...just that... Well, I have to
admit I've never washed a monkey in my life!” And then he couldn’t stop himself.
He burst into laughter. “Not even one!”

(Tom Dillon [Japanese Made Funny! {24 %)
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Dr Burton came early on Tuesday morning, and pronounced Marianne fit to get
up; so that afternoon, for the first time for more than two months, she put on her
clothes and sat in a chair for an hour. At first, although her legs felt feeble”, it was
a delightful and exciting adventure: but after quite a short time it palled”. Sitting
In a chair was in some mysterious way much more exhausting than sitting up in
bed, and it was not funny, after the first time, to try to stand up and find oneself
on the floor because one’s legs simply wouldn’t carry one. Before the hour was up,
Marianne was aching to be back in bed, and when she finally got there it was with
tears of weariness and despair.

‘Never mind,” said Dr Burton, who had called in at the end of his evening round
to see how she had got on. ‘You're bound to be tired after the first time up. I expect
you wish you were dead, don’'t you? Everyone does when they have their first
outing after two months in bed. Novx; tomorrow you can do exactly the same as
you did tonight, then on Thursday make it an hour and a half’

(Catherine Storr [Marianne Dreams] (24 %)
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