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Men first walked on the moon during the summer of 1969, when I was eight
years old. I knew then that pretty much anything was possible. It was as if all of
us, all over the world, had been given permission to dream big dreams.

I was at camp that summer, and after the lunar module” landed, all of us were
brought to the main farm house, where a television was set up. The astronauts’ were
taking a long time getting organized before they could climb down the ladder
and walk on the lunar surface. I understood. They had a lot of gear, a lot of
details to attend to. I was patient.

But the people running the camp kept looking at their watches. It was
already after eleven. Eventually, while smart decisions were being made on the
moon, a dumb” one was made here on Earth. It had gotten too late. All of us kids
were sent back to our tents to go to sleep.

I was completely peeved’ at the camp directors. The thought in my head was
this: “My species has gotten off of our planet and landed in a new world for the -
first time, and you people think bedtime matters?”

But when I got home a few weeks later, I learned that my dad had taken a
photo of our TV set the second Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon. He had
preserved the moment for me, knowing it could help trigger big dreams. We
still have that photo in a scrapbook.

(Randy Pausch with Jeffrey Zaslow [ The LAST LECTURE] i2X %)
% lunar module---- A % B % astronaut-- -+ FEHRITL
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The bleachers” were only half filled with spectators, most of them young
parents eager to watch their kids take a turn at bat. The children on the field
were dressed in crisp white uniforms and dark blue caps, far different from
the boys who'd played years before. We'd had no uniforms in those days, no
elaborate equipment.

Watching the parents cheer and clap®, I remembered that my father had
rarely come to watch Archie play. Exhausted from working on a road crew or
hauling pulpwood, he’d usually flopped onto the sofa, then fallen into a fitful’,
muttering sleep.

And yet there were times when he’'d actually tried to fulfill some part of his
fatherhood. He'd taught us both to drive, though impatiently, barking harshly
each time we swerved® into the dirt siding. He'd tried to teach us to fly-fish as
well, grumbling” at how poorly we did it but persisting in the effort until our
incompetence finally overwhelmed him and he gave up, yanking the poles from
our hands and stomping” off toward the car. ‘

(Thomas H. Cook [INTO THE WEBJ 12X %)
% bleacher---- BR % LOBER % clap - #HFT 5
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Just after 3:00 PM. a dial tone came onto Larson’s phone line. He clicked the
receiver a few times, trying to get the party line back; he couldn’t. Apparently
whatever had gone wrong in the telephone computer had been fixed; the party
line was no more.

Larson sat around the house for a while. He kept thinking about what he had
just been a part of. He wasn't sure why he had liked it so much; maybe it was
because, last summer, he had gone to his high school graduating class’s ten-year
reunion’ and had been so disappointed. He couldn’t really put his finger on what
it was about the reunion. It had just seemed to him that everyone had...averaged
out. The jocks” were in the same businesses that the nerds’ were. Everyone had -
grown up.

On the phone today, though...no one had grown up yet. Larson had felt,
for a few strange hours, that he wasn’'t a working man taking his two days off
between shifts; this was the weekend, just like in high school, and he was like
everyone else —looking for action, looking for something to do.

On an impulse, he called the number he had written down—the number
someone had shouted out over the party line. A young man answered; when
Larson asked if the young man had been a part of the conversation, the young
man acted defensive, as if he would get in trouble if he admitted it. But finally
he said yes, he had been on the line; Larson asked if the gathering at River Road
and Higgins was still on, and the boy said he thought it was.

(Bob Greene [CHEESEBURGERS] 12X %)
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In any thinking process there are moments when everything is going good and
you've got wonderful ideas. Teaching is an interruption’, and so it’s the greatest
pain in the neck in the world. And then there are the longer periods of time when
not much is coming to you. You're not getting any ideas, and if youre doing
nothing at all, it drives you nuts! You can’'t even say ‘I'm teaching my class.”

If you're teaching a class, you can think about the elementary things that you
know very well. These things are kind of fun and delightful. It doesn't do any
harm to think them over again. Is there a better way to present them? Are
there any new problems associated with them? Are there any new thoughts you
can make about them? The elementary things are easy to think about; if you
can’t think of a new thought, no harm done; what you thought about it before
is good enough for the class. If you do think of something new, you're rather
pleased that you have a new way of looking at it.

The questions of the students are often the source of new research. They
often ask profound questions that I've thought about at times and then given
up on, so to speak, for a while. It wouldn't do me any harm to think about them
again and see if I can go any further now. The students may not be able to
see the thing I want to answer, or the subtleties’ I want to think about, but
they remind me of a problem by asking questions in the neighborhood of that
problem. It's not so easy to remind yourself of these things.

So I find that teaching and the students keep life going, and I would never
accept any position in which somebody has invented a happy situation for me
where I don’t have to teach. Never.

(Richard P. Feynman [ “SURELY YOURE JOKING, MR. FEYNMAN!" | 12X %)

% interruption- - - ZHiF % subtlety---- P K
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